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Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom
HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

nwas naw

NINT

1’2930 naw

Obligated! Or not?

While the Rav is sitting Shiva, we bring you a
devar Torah from 5776

The Torah tells us in regards to
the plague of tzefardaya (8:8) that
Moshe had to cry out and plead
with Hashem to
plague. Many mefarshim deal with

reverse the

the question “why by this particu-
lar plague was it necessary for
Moshe to pray ‘extra hard’?”
There is another pasuk which is discussed (8:5) in
which Moshe says to Pharaoh that he will remove the
tzefardya except in the yaor (Nile River). The question
is what is the significance of the ones in the yaor, and
what do we have to learn from it?

Chazal teach us that Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya
learned from the tzefardaya and went willingly to sacri-
fice their lives to make a Kiddush Hashem. They said
that the fzefardaya did not have an obligation, and yet
they went to the ovens to make a Kiddush Hashem —
we three certainly have an obligation to allow our-
selves to be burned by the fire.

Usually the plagues were there to punish the Egyp-
tians, and as a side effect, the emunah of the Jewish
People was bolstered by seeing the “hand of G-d” giv-
ing retribution to the sinners. In the case of the
tzefardaya, there was more of a direct lesson to Klal Yis-
rael. On a daily basis they saw the frogs willingly go-
ing to die in order to make a Kiddush Hashem. This
was a direct lesson for the Jews on how to live their
own lives. Therefore, were Moshe to remove the
plague, he would be taking away a direct positive les-
son for klal Yisrael.

Another interesting point is that in this plague it was
not taken away totally, but only partially, as we men-
tioned: Only in the yaor they will remain. These two ide-

Rav’s Schedule

Rav Zachariash will NOT return on Sun-
day as scheduled. We hope to have an
update soon.
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Lifecycles

We are saddened to inform you of the
passing of Rebbetzin Shoshana Freeman
Mother of Rebbetzin Zachariash.

b

The nifteres is expected to arrive at 09:30 Friday morning at
the airport, and the funeral is expected to begin at 11:30 at
Shamgar, Jerusalem. The schedule is still being finalized,
but the Rebbetzin is definitely sitting shiva on Friday in
her home 79 Druk #2 in Ramat Shlomo. See the shul’s
email list and whatsapp group for the latest information.
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The Rav has finished Shiva and IY"H
will be returning soon. He has said that $

he was very moved by the very large

number of people from our own kehillah who came
to be menachem ovel.

Condolences to Kevin Unger on the
loss of his father Sana Moshe ben
Yisrael Akiva. The shiva continues on
Motza’ei Shabbos until 21:00. Shacharis
on Sunday at 07:00, after which shiva ends.
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To join the shul’s whatsapp group please visit
www.ahavasshalom.org/whatsapp. To subscribe to the email
list, please visit www.ahavasshalom.org/list.

This issue is dedicated in memory of Rebbetzin Brachah Zachariash O.H.

You can sponsor an issue for just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for information.




Introduction and Overview
on Bug Checking

A Show and Tell Presentation

Mrs. Yehudis Sirkus has been teaching woman
how to check food for bug infestation according
to Rav Vaya's shita for over 10 years.

Rav Vaya's book will be available for purchase.

Motza’ei Shabbos 27-Jan at 20:00 in the Ahavas
Shalom New Room. The shiur will be in English
and is for women only.

(Continued from page 1)
as make the plague of tzefardaya unique.

I would like to suggest that this was part of Moshe’s pray-
er: To engineer that we should have a lasting reminder of
our need to be moser nefesh—to be prepared to give up our
lives, just as the tzefardaya did. Moshe prayed extra hard
that the tzefardaya should remain alive, as a reminder that
we Jews should be moser nefesh just as the tzefardaya were
moser nefesh. This is why Moshe had to add special tefillos
by the tzefardiem. He wanted the plague to go, but at the
same time to stay.

If one of the tzefardaya would have asked Moshe Rabbeinu
if is he obligated to go into the oven, the answer would
obviously have been “No!” Not only would the tzefardaya
not be obligated to make a Kiddush Hashem, but there was
no “special tzefardaya” that the calling was meant for. Those
tzefardaya who jumped into the ovens did so out of a desire
to do “the right thing” and not because they felt they were
obligated to do so. Moshe wanted this lesson to stay eter-
nal.

The Medrash in Tehillim (28) tells us that the frogs that had
jumped into the ovens were removed from there and
placed in the yoar. We can learn from this Medrash that
possibly the reason the tzefardaya stayed in the Yaor was
not only a reward for them, but a reminder for us on how
to live our lives.

When we learn the Parsha and we revisit this idea, it is
worthwhile to look around and learn from situations in
which we see people’s mesiras nefesh, doing more than it
seems they are required to do. Perhaps at the time, their
actions did not seem necessary or realistic, but in hind-
sight, it is these kinds of actions that keep us going until
today.
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M JUNIOR AVOS UBANIM

FOR BOYS AGED 3-7
WHO LEARN 30 MINUTES.
SHABBOS AFTERNOON

15:00-16:00
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WHAT'S HAPPENING

AT THE JLC ISRAEL

JLC lsrael, in partnership with Ahayas

Shalom, has q program for boys f
dlor tom
Kita s upwards (afver school zours).

our son will receive persong| tutoring

on the shul's premises

For more information and f
re inf eedback
from participating parents (on request)
please email: ’

¢ lc@ahavasshalom.org

JLC ISRAEL ALSO OFFERS BAR
MITZUAH LESSONS, AND HAS A
TEFILLIN FOUNDATION
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Rav Zachariash will resume his shiurim on Hilchos Taharas
Mishpacha on the first Tuesday 20:15-21:00 after he returns.
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defilah fhoughts

By licha Kushner

gen.e'coub Kindness

The word ‘mix implies that Hashem pays reward to a person because of
his good deeds. It’s as if Hashem “owes” a person. The fact that Hashem
considers giving a reward as paying off a debt, in of itself is a tremen-
dous Chesed. We will explain why.

Hashem'’s intention in creating man and the evil inclination which man
is supposed to overcome and choose good, is part of the kindness of
Hashem. A person can “earn” reward, which Hashem wants to give
anyway, in a manner which is not embarrassing (i.e. receiving some-
thing for nothing). The outcome is that the reward is indeed owed for
our struggling to choose good. But in reality, our part in performing
Mitzvot and overcoming the Yetzer Hara is negligent — if Hashem
would not help a person, he couldn’t do it (i.e. overcome the evil inclina-
tion) (Kiddushin 30b). If so, why do we deserve a reward?

On the other hand, we cannot repay even a small part of the great
Chesed that Hashem does for us, even with all our good deeds. The
Midrash tells us (Yalkut Shimoni Kohelet) — The sun rises and the sun
sets (1:5). For all the Mitzvos and good deeds that people do, they re-
ceive sufficient payment just from the rising of the sun every day. What
about all the other Chesed which Hashem does for us? We owe Him!

We don’t deserve reward for another reason. If a servant is owned by a
master, the master does not have to pay the servant anything because
the servant belongs to the master. “For unto Me the children of Israel are
servants; they are My servants whom I brought forth out of the land of
Egypt”. Hashem, both because He created us and because He took us
out of Egypt, does not owe us anything, and any reward which we do
receive is completely because of his generous kindness.

Despite all this, Hashem bestows upon us reward for our good deeds as
if he owes us something, and this is what the Tefila refers to when Ha-
shem is called .0*a10 070N 7N1A
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Mishneh Berurah Q&A

Questions and answers culled from the Keter Hatorah Semicha Program in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim with the Mishneh Berurah. For details on
this program see www.keterhatorah.com. Questions written by Lev Seltzer and used with permission.

QAvrumy Kagan ordered a battery-operated LED light strip (made up
of dozens of LED lights) from Hong Kong, and attached this strip to

Harry Brochstein's elderly mother Mai-
da came to visit on Shabbos. This Shab-

the front door of his home in an interesting pattern. When Mr. Kagan re-
turned home from shul on Friday night, he saw the lights for the first time
attached to the door. He realized that if he opened the door to his home,
the lights would move with the door. So he came around into his home
from the back door, none too pleased, and asked "Who attached the lights
to the front door?" "I did, Ta," admitted Avrumy. "Isn't it totally cool?"
Mr. Kagan begged to differ and said he felt that it was completely forbid-
den. "After Shabbos, I want you to take them down" he insisted. Is Mr.
Kagan correct that it is forbidden to move the door while the lights are
alit on Shabbos?

No. In fact, it is permitted to have a battery-operated light attached
to the door and, even though the lights will move when the door
moves, this movement is indirect. We do not say that the door is a bosis
for the lights. Instead, it is permitted to open and close the door, even
though the lights are attached to it. Source: Siman 277 M.B. 7

bos, she insisted on placing her two Shabbos
candles on the table; no arguing from her
son would convince her otherwise. On Shab-
bos morning, Mrs. Leah Brochstein (Harry's
wife) would like to change the tablecloth
and use the space of the candles for serving
dishes. May Leah ask her gentile maid
Juanita to take the extinguished candles off
the table?

AYes. Leah is permitted to ask her gen-
tile maid to move mukzeh on Shabbos
if it is for its place. Since Leah needs the
space where the candles she
may directly ask her gentile maid to move
them. Source: Siman 277 M.B. 18 & 279 M.B. 14

are,
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The kehillah is learning the entire set of mishnayos
liulei nishmas the Rav’s mother. Please take one
and learn it. Please make sure to sign the sheet so
we know who is learning which mesechta.

Then come to the dinner where we will mesayim
shisha sidra Mishna.

Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Shevat
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The Molad will be Wednesday |

morning, 25 minutes and 2 chala-
kim after 2 (Israeli Clock Time 02:04:05).
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Rosh Chodesh Shevat will be on Wednesday.

Weekday times “1(Fri) 'n(Thu) "1(Wed) ’a(Tue) "a(Mon) 'R(Sun) or -
until Shabbos 6:20, 7:15, 8:15 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:18, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 MY | paw 7w in
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19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 2rwn

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

052-763-5938
Lev Seltzer, Chairman

lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Main Ahavas Shalom list: see the form on the website to

subscribe www.ahavasshalom.org/list

Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, comments,
etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we don’t
know about your event, we can’t publish it! &

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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