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A Personal Connection

In his senior years, when the Chofetz
Chaim had already become frail and
had difficulty moving about, Rav
Chaim Ozer requested that he come
from Radin to Vilna in order to speak
on the subject of taharas mishpacha.
Rav Chaim Ozer was convinced that
the simplicity and purity of the Cho-
fetz Chaim would definitely bring
about results in the Vilna Kehilla.
Those close to the Chofetz Chaim tried to dissuade him
from making this journey, due to the danger of travelling
this long distance at his age. In the end, the Chofetz Chaim
chose to go and spoke on Friday night to over 6000 women
and Shabbos morning to over 6000 men — his words were

received warmly.

At the time of shalosh seudos, some individuals were given
the privilege to spend a few moments together with the
Chofetz Chaim, either to gaze at his holy countenance, re-
ceive directives in life, or to ask halachic queries. One man
came to ask the Chofeitz Chaim for advice. After the Cho-
fetz Chaim answered him, the Chofetz Chaim cupped this
person’s hands in his own and spoke soothing words of
chizuk, in emunah and bitachon. After the man left, the Cho-
fetz Chaim’s attendants overheard him talking to himself
“This entire trip to Vilna was worthwhile in order to help
this one Jew.” With all the warm words that were said in
speeches and were readily accepted, the Chofetz Chaim was
not sure that they struck a chord in the listeners’ ears.
Whereas, the meeting with this one man, which seemed to
be merely incidental to the trip, could possibly be the real
redeeming value of this strenuous excursion to Vilna.

We sometimes wonder, is it the long sichas mussar, the
warm embrace or sometimes just a phone call from some-
one showing that they cared that gives us the courage and
ability to endure our troubled times. As Chumash Bereishis
winds down and Kial Yisroel gears up for the galus of Mitz-
rayim, it is obvious that even though the twelve tribes ral-
lied around their father for all these years, the specialness of
the moment of these blessings is what gave each of them the
power to achieve their goals.

I have a cousin — a rosh yeshiva of note in America — who is
a person that is well thought out and planned. His son
(today a married man) describes the special event of being
punished by his father. His father would call him in with an
angry face and explain what he did wrong, and then he

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles
Mazal Tov to Larry and Phyllis
Goldberg on the birth of a
granddaughter to Asher and
Nechama Brown.

NEXT Motza’ei Shabbos!
Come to the Melaveh Malkah and hear a

fascinating shiur from our special guest
speaker Rabbl DOVid GOttliCb

See Aryeh Beer to pay for your seat.

You must reserve to guarantee your seat.

This issue is sponsored in honor of Mordechai Eliyahu Seltzer’s Birthday on 12 Teves!
You can sponsor an issue for just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for information.

Split The Pot at the Melaveh Malkah

Buy tickets from any
Vaad member and have a
chance to win up to 40%
of the post. Raffle to be
drawn at the Melaveh
Malkah. Tickets can still
be bought right up to the
drawing!

1 ticket
5 tickets

20

15 tickets = 50 {Z=5LE0d

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayechi
T NI naw m

Erev Shabbos 73y 3w
Mincha 1 12:30 'R TN
Candle Lighting 16:08/16:28 mAa o
Mincha 2 16:30 =Rp kAl
Shekiyah 16:48 ypw

Shabbos Day 3yiT o
Brachos 8:00 maa3
Shochein Ad 8:30 W oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:23 N73nY w”p 1T 910
Latest Shema - G'ra 9:11 N7937 wrp 10T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R TN
Pele Yoetz 15:50 e x99
Mincha 3 16:05 3N
Shekiyah 16:49 mpw
Ma’ariv 1 17:26 'R 3PN
Ma’ariv 2 17:49 '3 3N




Netziv Hayom

Sponsorship is 120m for one day, and includes all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul during
that day. To sponsor a day please contact
Chaim.Stepelman@ahavasshalom.org.

8 Teves sponsored by the Ackerman family

97y %aN APy’ 12 DNYAN Y'Y)

"n0%7na mrr 1" Nyw
Dirshee 1830 Nywa DY 95
‘ MY’ 9T

Donations

Thank you to Yisroel and Shuli Harris
for donating the “Comics Saba” - a
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Shabbos Afternoon Shiur

Rav Zachariash will continue his shiur

on Pele Yoetz this Shabbos afternoon

in the new room, 15 minutes before the

last Mincha (16:00 this week). It is

open to both men and women. This

week, the shiur beginning letter
“gimel”.
(Continued from page 1)

would ask his son to repeat it back to him. Afterwards he
would give his child the punishment he deserved. A few
minutes after the punishment was over, he would make
himself available for the child to ask for forgiveness. After
the child apologized, the father would give him a hug and
a kiss and say, “let’'s move forward.” The man commented
that that hug and kiss that came after the punishment gave
him that special connection to his father.

In Galus Mltzrayim we cried out to Hashem. That outcry
fostered the special relationship that the Torah refers to as
“v’yodah Hashem” - to know Hashem. As we go through
Sefer Shemos, may we all merit to feel Hashem’s personal
love. Chazak Chazak v'Nischazeik!!

valuable addition to our children
library!

Assigned Seats
They’re back:

Assigned seats for
members!

The Ahavas Shalom
Vaad has created a
seating chart and
assigned seats to all
members. While we hope you enjoy your makom kavua,
please remember that This is still a “work in progress” -
please bear with us if there are minor problems.

1. Please use the seating chart and not any miniature
plaques that might still be affixed to the back of the
seat.

2. If you are a member and have not been assigned a
seat, please speak to Binyomin (Brad) Rubenstein.

3. Members should try to arrive on time and sit in

their assigned seats. Members who arrive “very

late” and find someone else in their seat are
requested to sit elsewhere.

4. Guests and others who arrive on time should try to
sit in a seat that is not assigned.

5. If there is a conflict that can’t be worked out, please

see a gabbai or a vaad member.

Rabbi Shmuel Kimchi of
Yeshivat  Reishit  spoke
between Mincha and Maariv
at the end of the fast on
Thursday. Photo  Credit:
Yonah Kaufman

JUNIOR AVOS UBANIM

FOR BOYS AGED 3-7
WHO LEARN 30 MINUTES.

SHABBOS AFTERNOON

15:00-16:00

COLLECT FOUR VOUCHERS
TO RECEIVE A WATCH!!

S$hovevim
Dugwia M thws X X Y

Rav Zachariash will switch modes on Tuesday night to
Hilchos Taharas Mishpacha during the weeks of “Shovevim.”
Source sheets will be provided. Tuesday 20:15-21:00
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defilah g houghts

By dlicha Kushner

gteat, d‘h;g/zty, JIwesome and ...

The Gemorah Maseches Brachos (33b) tells a story where someone
was Shaliach Tzibur in the presence of Rebbi Chanina, and he
added his own descriptions of Hashem to the Tefilah: Great,
Mighty, Awesome, Amazing, Fearful, Strong, Brave, etc. Rebbi
Chanina waited until he finished and then asked him: Did you
include all of Hashem'’s praises?!?! Even the three praises we say,
are only because Moshe Rabbeinu wrote them in the Torah and
the Men of the Great Assembly instituted it in the Tefilah. And
you think that you can just add as you see fit?!?!  This is similar
to a human king who has thousands of gold coins, yet people
would praise him for having silver coins. Is this not an insult to
him?

The Rambam asks why the parable did not say “people would
praise him for having a few gold coins” (and not the thousands
that he had)? He answers that Chazal wanted to teach us that de-
spite all the praises we say of Hashem, we are not even approach-
ing His real qualities which are beyond our comprehension. That
is why the king has “gold” coins, but people praised him for
“silver” coins.

The GR”A adds based on the version in the Yerushalmi, that
“people praised the king for having a thousand silver coins”. In
other words, there were two things lacking in the praise. Both the
quantity (only a thousand) and the quality (silver instead of gold).
And if you ask how could Moshe himself say these three praises?
The Eretz Chayim explains that these three phrases are not specific
praises of Hashem. Rather, they are general praises, and therefore
it is fitting to use them as they do not detract from Hashem’s
greatness.
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Mishneh Berurah Q&A

Questions and answers culled from the Keter Hatorah Semicha Program in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim with the Mishneh Berurah. For details on
this program see www.keterhatorah.com. Questions written by Lev Seltzer and used with permission.

QLevy returned home from Kebhillas Shaarei Shamayim on Shab-
bos morning, entered the lobby of his apartment building, and

Ashley went to Basing Hill Park to play
with some of his friends on Shabbos after-

found Carlton the doorman sitting in his formal doorman uniform
behind his desk. Levy needed to get through the next locked door to
get to the stairwell, but didn't bring a key, because he may not carry
one on Shabbos. Carlton has an option of getting up from his com-
fortable desk, walking to the locked door and opening it with his key
or, instead, he can remain seated and press a button to "buzz" Levy
in. Carlton chose the latter, and pressed the button.

1. May Levy open the door and walk in?

2. Does it matter that there is a buzzing sound?

A 1) Yes, Levy may open the door. The doorman used the buzzer
for his own benefit, as it is his job to open the door for all resi-
dents of the building — he just chose the easy way to do it. 2) No, the
noise is not a problem since it is Carlton, the gentile doorman, who is
making the noise.

Source: Siman 276

noon and they noticed that the eruv wire on
Hendon Way had broken. They looked at the
wire and poles and the only way to fix it was to
tie a knot, which is a Biblical prohibition.
May the boys find a gentile bloke on the street
and directly ask him to tie the knot for them?

AYeS. Because this is for the public benefit —
to prevent the public from sinning, since
most people will not know that the eruv is down
and they will continue to carry — the boys
may rely on the lenient opinion of the Baal Ha-
turim.

Source: Siman 276 M.B. 25
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Motza’ei Shabbos Parshas Shemos —6-Jan-18
In the Beis Tefillah Ulam Shabsai

Honoring

Mr. and MI'S.
Yisroel &
Shuli

Harris

The journal is now
closed. If you placed an
ad, you should have
received a confirmation
via email. If you didn’t,
contact Lev Seltzer

immediately!

Reservations to the dinner
includes admission to our

special guest speaker

Rabbi Dovid

Gottlieb

Weekday times “1(Fri) 'n(Thu) "1(Wed) ’a(Tue) "a(Mon) 'R(Sun) oI’ m'y punr
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Parshas 12:30, 16:35 12:45,15:15 12:45,15:15 12:45,15:15 12:45, 15:15 12:45, 15:15 Anm nens
Shemos 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 2rwn niny

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

052-763-5938
Lev Seltzer, Chairman

lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

www.ahavasshalom.org

know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, comments,
etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we don’t p

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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