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physical representation of Hashem Himself is forbidden. In
fact, the Mabit (0 P19 NITI0'N WW) explains that the second
of the ten commandments is referring to this exact idea.
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are non-physical, in order to connect

People seem to feel a need to connect in a way that is tangi-
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While Bnei Yisrael understood that Moshe Rabbeinu was Dld you reserve a place

only a messenger of Hashem, they felt that without him to but not pay?
act as a conduit to facilitate their relationship with Hashem,
they would not be able to connect to Hashem properly.
Thus, when Moshe did not return at the appointed time, the
golden calf was created to replace him as the conduit for
their relationship with Hashem.
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(Continued from page 1)

learn this one verse. When the son sees the father’s perplexed
expression (as he tries to mentally sort out all the different
and contradictory explanations) he says “I will explain it to
you!” We all understand that what the little boy understands
fully isn’t even where the questions begin. The deeper we
learn the Torah, the more we understand the chasm between
the text and our full understanding of it. Our need to fully
close this gap is not an expression of our service to Hashem,
but rather we are self-serving in order to feel in control (as
opposed to someone who wants to learn in order to know as
much as he can) . We live in a time that there are many peo-
ple who feel that they can be bible critics or “correct the mis-
takes of Chazal” (Hashem have mercy on them!). Those peo-
ple have fallen into the sin of the golden calf. The erliche Jew
understands that not understanding brings him closer to Ha-
shem. Yet at the same time, we have an obligation to delve,
extrapolate and expand on the ideas of the Torah to make it
as understandable to us as possible. This enigma is some-
thing that the religious Jew is comfortable with, and the “erev
rav” — who were the instigators of the sin of the golden calf —
were (and are) befuddled by. This year, as we learn about the
golden calf, let us approach our learning using Shlomo
Hamelech’s dictum (Koheles 7:23) “I thought I could become
wise, but it is beyond me”.

(DISCOVER MESILAS /)
YESHARM (=

Join Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
each morning for a ten minute
shiur in the Mussar classic
Mesilas Yesharim,

Qn—Thurs 9:05-9:15am.
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Rabbi Zachariash’s Halacha Shiur is returning to the regular program, currently learning hilchos Birkas Kohanim

on Tuesday nights from 20:15. This week, some Shabbos “Gentile” questions:

Mishneh Berurah Q&A

Questions and answers culled from the Keter Hatorah Semicha Program in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim with the Mishneh Beru-
rah. For details on this program see wwuw.keterhatorah.com. Questions written by Lev Seltzer and used with permission.

After the Friday night meal, Harry Brochstein went
to his private beis medrash on the second floor to
read a sefer. Just as he sat down, the light went out,
plunging him into darkness. "Shreck!" he called out, "the
light's gone out again!" His maid, Juanita, heard her Jewish
boss complain and knowing that he could not fix the situa-
tion on his Sabbath, quickly told the groundskeeper Carlos
to put in a new bulb. Carlos arrived a few moments later
while Harry was still in the room. What should Harry do
now?
1. Say thank you to Carlos for his excellent work and
resume reading his sefer.
2. Tell Carlos that he is not permitted to put in the new
bulb and make light for a Jew on the Sabbath.

2. According to the M.B., Harry must tell Carlos

that he may not put in the bulb and make the

room light again. However, if the bulb went out

in a different room, such as the kitchen, where Juanita and/

or Carlos would need the light for their own purposes, then

they would be able to replace the bulb and Harry would be
able to benefit from this new-found light.

Source: Siman 276 M.B. 13

Juanita, Harry Brochstein's gentile maid, had a mas-

sive stack of plates to clean after the Friday night

meal. Mrs. Brochstein had bought her special
sponges for Shabbos. "jEstdn locos!" Juanita cried out, as she
tried in vain to use the plastic sponge to clean the dirty
plates and pots. "jNo puedo limpiar con esto!" May Juanita
reach into the cabinet and take out a regular sponge, or
must she continue to use the special Shabbos sponge so that
she does not commit the prohibition of "squeezing" on
Shabbos?

Juanita is permitted to use a regular sponge. The
reason she is permitted to do so is that she is mak-
ing her own job easier. The fact that a Jew is also
Source: Siman 276 M.B. 27

Ashley went to Basing Hill Park to play with some

of his friends on Shabbos afternoon and they no-

ticed that the eruv wire on Hendon Way had bro-
ken. They looked at the wire and poles and the only way to
fix it was to tie a knot, which is a Biblical prohibition. May
the boys find a gentile bloke on the street and directly ask
him to tie the knot for them?

benefiting is irrelevant.

See page 4 for the answer.




Answer to question from page 3

Yes. Because this is for the public benefit — to

prevent the public from sinning, since most

people will not know that the eruv is down and
they will continue to carry — the boys may rely on the
lenient opinion of the Baal Haturim.

Source: Siman 276 M.B. 25
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
052-763-5938

Rabbi Lev Seltzer, Chairman
lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

email: office@ahavasshalom.org tel: 053-316-6491

Main Ahavas Shalom list: see the form on the website to
subscribe www.ahavasshalom.org/list

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, comments,
etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we don’t

know about your event, we can’t publish it! &
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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