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We stand between Parshas Shekalim and
Parshas Terumah. Rashi explains that not all
donations have the same set of rules. The
obligation to give the half shekel for the use of
the Korbonos was compulsory, and the exact
amount was defined for each person. Whereas
the donations for the building of the Mishkan
were non-compulsory, and only given out of
nedivas Halev—a person’s desire to donate.
Thought must be given to why the korbonos
were mandatory and the building voluntary. The Ponevitcher Rav
and Rav Zalman Sorotskin both point out that people feel fulfilled
by donating to buildings and they do not feel that satisfaction when
donating for maintenance. Maintenance seems like a bottomless pit
whereas a building is finite and when it is complete we feel
accomplished.

In truth, everyone understands that a building without the ongoing
functions being maintained is useless. The more important donation
is for the maintenance and not the building. So in order to prompt
us to do the right thing, the Torah mandates an obligation for the
donation for the services (korbonos) whereas for the building itself
He leaves it to our desire to be generous.

There is a word in today’s lexicon which did not seem to exist 50
years ago: “User-friendly.” What this means is that in addition to the
basic functions that a piece of technology can do and how pleasing it
looks on the outside, it must be easy to use as well. Sometimes the
technology may look really nice on the
outside but if the basic functionality
doesn't work in a way that is easy for
people to understand, no one will be able
to use it! Yet sometimes we are fooled by

the shiny exterior mistaking how it looks |t IS a|SO

for what is is supposed to do. Important tO
We now understand why the Torah must k h

prod us to give for the korbonos, Make t e
however, for the building He leaves it to ini

our discretion. It seems that this principle reCIDlent feel
of basic human nature transcends time |mp0rtant

and still exists in our daily lives. This

idea is crucial to keep in mind in our

avodas Hashem. There are many times

that people are involved in the great

mitzvah of chesed yet when they have to

deal with the actual recipient of that chesed face to face they behave
abruptly. It seems to me that part of the reason that this is the case is
because we lose sight of what is really important. Is it to move
people along to get on to the next thing in our lives, or is it to spend
the time to make the person you are doing chesed for happier? The
ultimate in chesed is to make the person more comfortable. When
giving a donation, it is not only important to give generously, but it
is also important to make the recipient feel important.

This past motza’ei Shabbos, when we came together to
solidify our community, I was very pleased to have the
feeling that we did not lose track of what is truly
important: Feeling comfortable together, and having
enjoyment from doing the mitzva of limud hatorah as a
community. Thank you and may we go mchayal I'chayal.

Food & Drinks
Divrei Torah
o Zemiros

Lifecycles
Calling all Young Men!
YOU are invited to a special

Scudah Shelishis
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. NO ADULTS (except the Rav)
Open to all young men from (about) age 13 to 19.

Starting immediately after the 16:45
mincha, and lasting until Maariv
In the Ahavas Shalom “Annex”
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Shabbos Schedule Parshas Terumah
AN WA naw my
Erev Shabbos 3y 3
Mincha 1 12:30 anan
Candle Lighting 16:53/17:13 mA3 P
Mincha 2 17:15 anan
Shekiyah 17:33 aypY
Shabbos Day S3uiT or
Hashkafa - HaMabit 7:45 YR - TAPYNI MY
Brachos 8:00 a3
Shochein Ad 8:25 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:20 N30T w”p DT 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:05 N7737 L7 18T 91D
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATIND
Junior Avos uBanim 15:00 0°331 Mak Yy
Mincha 2 16:45 '3 7nn
Shekiyah 17:34 ypY
Ma’ariv 1 18:11 ¢S Putiivial
Ma’ariv 2 18:34 jou Eukiiv/al
Avos u’Banim 19:15 0337 MAaN
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New Hilchos Bein Adam l'Chaveiro Chabura
starting this Thursday night 20:00-21:00, lead by
Yehuda Leib Merrill. Learning basics such as
Dan lekaf zechus, lying, flattery, borrowing and
more! Meets in the “new room.”

Avos uBanim

Junior Avos uBanim: Boys ages 3 to 7 come to
the Beis Midrash on Shabbos afternoon from
15:00 to 16:00. Treats for everyone who learns
for 30 minutes.

Avos uBanim during the Winter Zman, for
boys ages 7+. Learn for a full hour Motza’ei
Shabbos 19:15-20:15.
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Weekly raffle on Motza’ei Shabbos!!
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EVERYONE
COMESI:
EVERYONE
LEARNSI
EVERYONE
WINS!I
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Congratulations to Elazar Menachem Solomon who won

the raffle on Parshas Mishpatim.
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Melaveh Malkah Thank You!

Thank you to all those involved with the Melaveh Malkah, including:
Ari Goldwag for his wonderful music (we must get him to sing more
next year), Brad Rubenstein for his wonderful job MC’ing, the Halelu
choir for their melodious voices, Shalom Woodrow for sitting at
entrance, Micha Kushner and Yonah Kaufman for the catering
arrangements, Leah and Elisha Seltzer for preparing the Door Prizes,
Aryeh Beer for handling the finances for the reservations and the “pot”,
Lev Seltzer for publishing the journal, and the entire Kehilla for
finishing Makkos and coming out in such high numbers!
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HaRav Avraham Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
052-763-5938

Lev Seltzer, Chairman

lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

www.ahavasshalom.org

Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember:
If we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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