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More Than Fair

D']bw ﬂ:nx Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
July 31/Aug 1, 2015 H”7ywNn AN NI 3O

There is an expression in English “Finders
keepers, losers weepers.” The point of this
saying is that Civil Law defines what is
right and what is wrong. There seems to be
no reason to justify giving something back
when you don’t have to.

Yet in this week’s parsha, the Torah tells
us: (M DM 2jeM D Yy
(do what is fair and good...).

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch explains that the Torah
demands more from us. The word “yashar” means “what is
right in our minds” and “fov” means doing what Hashem
would ultimately want.” To explain this concept of doing
“tov” let us use an example of a field owner, Reuven who
wants to sell his field to Shimon. However, Reuven’s field
shares a common border with his neighbor Levi, who would
very much like to acquire this field so that he
could essily expand his production. Though the field belongs to
Reuven, “fov” (the ultimate good) demands that Reuven put
aside his “yashar” idea of selling his field to Shimon and
instead sell it to Levi, as the Torah requires.

This “tov” idea is actually much more demanding than just
redirecting a sale. Imagine a situation in which Reuven
defaulted on the repayment of a loan from Shimon, and
Shimon then took Reuven'’s field in lieu of cash. Sometime later
Reuven comes up with the cash that he owed. Halacha gives
Reuven the right to demand that his field be returned to him.

Some may find this hard to understand, as Shimon took
Reuven’s field with his consent. The idea of “finders
keepers...” should come into play, and yet, the Torah demands
that Shimon return Reuven’s field —and to do so with a smile!

How are we supposed to envisage this kind of idea into our
everyday lives? I think that the formula is as follows: Look for
the greater good, and remove yourself from the equation.

I think every parent has lived through an example like this: The
eldest child has just completed his “mivizah” and earned
something from the parent. Maybe a new soccer ball. But this is
the second soccer ball for the eldest child, and the next child
complains that he doesn’t have any soccer ball, and could
really use it at recess at school. So the parent asks the eldest
child to give the ball to his sibling, to which the child asks
“Why should I give it up? I earned it! It is mine!” To this, the
parent—who is removed from the equation and can see both
sides of the picture from an unbiased standpoint—can respond
“Because your sibling needs it and you don’t.”

I would just like to extend this idea. Sometimes, a person is
asked to give tzedakah or his time to help someone else, and on
the tip of his tongue is “Let him take care of his own problems,
and let me have that which Hashem has given to me.” Keep in
mind that your aba in shamayim is looking down and saying “It
is not enough to do the yashar. You must also do the tov.”

nwas naw

1IN

7T NAR *PIS e n3 naw

Lifecycles

The Seltzer family thanks the Kehilla for adding the name of
uncle Moshe Ben Rochel to the tehillim that were said each day.
B”H the operation was successful and he is now in
rehabilitation.

Mrs. Malka. Chana .]a.cobson is 1r.1 .Hadassah Ein NRIDT
Kerem hospital and is in need of visitors (she can't 73;0°7@)

move her arms and therefore can’t give herself 4
drinks). Sunday is an important day because her “
assistant has the day off. She is Please contact Mr.

Zahava Friedman if you can visit.

Ahavas Shalom Summer Raffle
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Get your Raffle ticket NOW!
Over 130 tickets have already
been sold! Nechemiah Seltzer §
has his ticket—do you have S

yours?
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Maariv Changes - Staying the Same

Now that sunset is 19:40, the “20 minute after Shekiyah”
Maariv minyon is now the “20:00 minyon.” This minyon
will be fixed at 20:00 for the remainder of the winter.
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Simchas Torah in August!

We're still in the middle of summer, but
the Ahavas Shalom vaad is already looking
towards Simchas Torah. Every year we
honor the Torah by giving our Rav the
Aliyah of Choson Torah. However, the
person chosen as Choson Bereishis is
selected by the Vaad.

Who should represent our shul as we give
honor to the Torah on this Yom Tov?

Be part of the selection process by

offering your suggestion to the Vaad.

Suggestions can be given in person, but in

order to reach all members of the vaad at

once we suggest you write to vaad@ahavasshalom.org.
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Tisha B’Av 5775

Thank you to all those who helped
give Tisha B’Av at Ahavas Shalom
more meaning. The two shiurim on
Tisha B’Av—from the Rav and from
Rabbi Copeland —are online at http://
store.ahavasshalom.org/products.asp?
cat=15.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

052-763-5938

Lev Seltzer, Chairman
lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

www.ahavasshalom.org

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember:
If we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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