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The Power of D-bait

The Torah tells us “Ephron said, what
is 400 shekels kesef between us,”

Ephron sounds like a good hearted
man, willing to do chesed, even at a
major expense. And yet, when
Avraham says “I want to pay,” Chazal
tell us that Ephron wanted coins that were “over I’socher” -
the most liquid cash. The question is obvious: Was
Ephron a kind hearted person who wanted to have a
relationship with Avraham Avinu, or was he a
businessman trying to squeeze out the last cent he
could?

The Saba from Kelm compares this to the famous story of
the Rambam and the priest who argued if one could teach
an animal to behave like a human. The showdown came
when the priest trained a cat to be a waiter at an exclusive
dinner. All were amazed at the eloquence and grace with
which the cat served the food. It seemed clear that the
Rambam was not only going to lose the debate, but was
going to lose his head!

Shortly before the end of the meal, the Rambam took a
mouse out of a package in his pocket and let it loose in the
room. The moment the cat saw the mouse, it forgot about
its eloquence and manners, and reverted back to being a
cat, turning over all the tables and plates in his mad dash
to pounce on the mouse. At this point it became clear that
a cat will always remain a cat.

So too, many people though they are greedy, because of
external pressures (such as honor, peer pressure, etc.) will
act almost “saintly.” But that is only until the point when
the lure becomes real. When Avraham took out his wallet
and Ephron saw the large amount of cash that Avraham
had, he lost his inhibitions and reverted back to his true
selfish self.

We are familiar with this idea with regards to the one
piece of chicken which was left on the serving dish on the
table, and all the guests around the table were being polite
and not taking it—until the lights went out...

The Torah is telling us that Ephron and a cat can’t change.
Chazal teach us that through the Torah and mitzvos have
the ability to truly change inside. May we merit to rid
ourselves of the beast within.
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Lifecycles
Mazel Tov to Jack and Stacey Kalla on the Bar
Mitzvah of their son Gavriel Nosson. The entire
kehilla is invited to celebrate this Motza'ei
Shabbos at a festive Melava Malka at Beis
Tefillah starting at 8pm.

Mazel Tov to Jonny and Rachel Links on
the recent birth to their daughter Leah.
The Links family invites the Kehilla to a
Kiddush in honor of their daughter at
their home at 24/10 Lachish
davening.
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Oneg Shabbos With
Rav Zachariash

This Friday Night from
20:15 until 21:45.

Plecase join us (men and women) for
nosh, drinks, and zemiros with the Rav
in a relaxed atmosphere.
Come and share your thoughts on this with the
Rav and other members of our kehilla.

Location: The Seltzer Family home, Nachal
Lachish 36/2 (three flights down, on the left hand side)

This week’s Oneg is sponsored by the Seltzers in memory of
Yitzchak Meir Seltzer Z”L on the occasion of his fifth yahrzeit.

Shir Hashirim for Boys

Boys (ages 6-12) are invited to join this new group each Friday
night between Kabbalas Shabbos and Maariv. The boys recite
Shir Hashirim and listen to stories. Treats for those who stay the
whole time!

Stay on Time for Shacharis

Due to the change in clocks, the latest time to say Shema is
08:42. We will still be starting at 08:00 on Shabbos, but we
will be saying pesukei dezimra at a speed that will enable
us to finish Shema by 08:42. Don’t be late!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeira
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; When you do a random act of
chesed, please continue to
submit your stories to the
“suggestion box” or to

; % chesed@ahavasshalom.org.
% g /  Past stores are viewable online
at ahavasshalom.org/chesed.
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Avos Ubanim

This week's AuB is sponsored
Svan ja 29 HNMY Y'yYd

Avos Ubanim is starting another
"GHOCOLATE EHASE". Collect five vouchers
and earn a Chocolate bar.

e Junior Avos Ubanim 15:30-16:00
Shabbos Afternoon (learn for 30 @
minutes). Fathers - Make sure
you are there by 15:30 to get a
voucher!

o Avos Ubanim (learn for 60 minutes) Motza’ei Shabbos
19:00-20:00 or Leil Shabbos 20:00-21:00. Raffle on
Motza’ci Shabbos!! Fathers - Make sure to be on time
in order to get a voucher!

Change, Anyone?

The Kehilla finds itself now with nearly 6000 10-agurot |&
coins. If you can accept 50 of these coins for 5 shekels—or \§
even more—that would help out the shul tremendously.
Please contact Mr. Beer to exchange the coins.

Siyum Gemora
Mazel Tov to members of the two Daf Yomi Shiurim at
Ahavas Shalom who completed mesechta Nazir this past
motza’ei Shabbos. The seudah was sponsored by Larry
Goldberg in honor of the Yahrzeit for his late mother,
which corresponded to Tuesday, the actual day of the
siyyum.

Shabbos Afternoon Shiur

Rav Zachariash will be continuing his shiur
on Pele Yoelz this Shabbos afternoon in the
new room, 15 minutes before the last
mincha. It is open to both men and women.
This week, the shiur will take place at 15:50.

Rosh Chodesh Kislev
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The Molad will be on Wednesday, 35 | &

minutes and 11 chalakim after 6 in the
evening (Israeli Clock Time 6:30:30am).
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev will be on Thursday and Friday.

Weekday “1(Fri) ‘n(Thu) “1(Wed) 'a(Tue) *a(Mon) ‘X(Sun) or e —

times until 6:10, 7:15, 8:15 6:10, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 nany v Yin
Parshas 12:30, 16:26 12:45,15:15 12:45,15:15 12:45, 15:15 12:45,15:15 12:45,15:15 anm nwo
Toldos 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 a1wn nITHN

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

052-763-5938

Lev Seltzer, Chairman
lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

www.ahavasshalom.org

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: { )

If we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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