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Off Course vs.
Oath Course

The Torah tells us this week
about the Sota — a wife accused
of being with another man. In
order to prove her innocence,
the Kohen takes mayim chayim
— water from a live spring — and

puts it into an earthenware vessel. The Be’er Mayim
Chayim tells us that this is also a metaphor: The
earthenware vessel represents the human body,
which is fashioned from the earth. The mayim
chayim (the live water) refers to the neshama which comes
from the source of life itself: HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
The Torah tells us further that she must take an oath
claiming that she is faithful.

Upon seeing his words, it is apparent that the
message of the Sota is not only about this particular
woman, but rather refers to each and every one of us
who exist with the same synthesis of a neshama
placed into a body. The Be’er Mayim Chayim continues
“just as the Sota must take an oath, the gemora tells
us that each person before he is born must also take
an oath of allegiance to be good and not to be bad.

I think that many people when they think about the
Sota, they think about a person who has gone
“overboard” suspected of doing a despicable act.
While this is true, the source of the issue is a lack of
faithfulness to the oath which she made before she
was even born. Many people sin and think that the
sin is acceptable: They speak loshen hara, talk during
davening, etc. The parsha of Sota tells us that when
we do not make our bodies conform to the desires of
the Torah, we have truly gone astray by going back
on our oath.

There is a custom to stay awake on Shavuos night to
learn Torah. Many people ask “Is it worthwhile? It is
so hard to stay up all night, fighting off sleep at
every moment. Wouldn’t it be more productive to
sleep at night and learn for a few extra hours during
the day?” The holiday of Shavuos represents our bris

(Continued on page 2)
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Schedule

Shavuos

IWIL—KUI AV 7Y 1717
Erev Shabbos S3Y 37
Mincha 1 13:30 'R TN
“Early Mincha” 17:56 “PRTPIn” 1nIn
Plag Hamincha 18:16 N 379
Candle Lighting 19:08/19:28 mas npTn
Mincha 3 19:30 '3 T
Shekiyah 19:48 mpw
Shabbos Day nawr oy
Brachos 08:00 maoaa
Shochein Ad 08:25 W oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:12 N73nt w7p 1ot 9
Latest Shema - G'ra 09:07 N7 wrp 10T 90
Mincha 1 13:30 'R 030
Mincha 2 16:00 '3 AR
Mincha 3 18:00 3 nn
Pirkei Avos Shiur 18:24 MaR *pas
Mincha 4 19:00 "7 anan
Shekiyah 19:48 mpw

Shavuos myaw
Drasha 20:00 awaT
Ma’ariv 20:20 mimivial
Morning Brochos 05:05 anw na93
Ha-Kel 05:36 28
Sunrise 05:49 ARl
Brochos 08:00 moaa
Ha-Kel 08:25 7-xi1
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:12 x7anh P 12T 90
Latest Shema - G'ra 09:07 R7737 WP 10T 910
Mincha 1 13:30 'R 030
Mincha 2 16:00 =Rk
Mincha 3 18:00 '3 nn
Mincha 4 19:10 i Rianlal
Neilas HaChag 19:35 Biaral Tl‘T'SJJ
Shekiyah 19:49 Yypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:26 g Puimivial
Ma’ariv 2 20:49 '3 3N
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with HaKadosh Baruch Hu. Truly a parallel to the
bris between a man and a wife as they stand under the
chupah, which they commit to give of themselves for
mutual growth. Sometimes in marriage one spouse
feels it is more productive to do something for
themselves, though it may have a negative effect on
their spouse or even their marriage. We understand
that this type of selfish action is something that
could cause the erosion of the marriage. On Shavuos
night we give deference to our neshama to prepare
for the acceptance of the Torah at the expense of
physical self, thus even our physical self will be
elevated. This underscores the point that we
understand the primary purpose of our existence is
our growth in the ruchnios sphere, and our bodies
are only secondary, but elevated through our
mitzvos. It is worth it to stay up because it shores up our
resolve in our relationship with Hashem.

This Shabbos we read about the Sota - which
represents our commitment to our spouses — which
is followed by the holiday of Shavuos — which
represents our commitment to Hashem. These two
ideas come together to tell us that even a slight
deviation in the prohibition of yichud is enough to
put our relationship in jeopardy. When a Jew has the
urge to do something wrong, he often will push
HaKadosh Baruch Hu out of his mind for a few
seconds and sin; he has essentially transgressed on
yichud! He is truly the Sota, as he pushed Hashem
out of his life and secluded himself with the yetzer
hara.

As we make our bris on Shavuos night recommitting
ourselves to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, we should merit
the brocho of the acquitted Sota woman who was
proclaimed innocent, thus showing her stalwart
allegiance. So too on Shavuos, our staying up all
night to
commitment to Hashem and his Torah and in turn
we should all be zoche to an abundance of brocho in
everything we do.

Good Shabbos and Good Yom Tov!
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Shmuel &
Elisheva Kovacs on the Bar
Mitzvah of their son Elyakim .
Dovid this Shabbos. The Aliyah : ' _
I'Torah will take place at Beis '
Knesses Eretz Hatzvi.

The Kovacs family invites the
Ahavas Shalom Kehilla to a

Kiddush after davening at
J; Beis Knesses Eretz Hatzvi

to celebrate this occasion.
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Amud Yomi—New Perek!

The amud yomi will be starting Perek Bameh Madlikin. This
Monday and continuing each day from 9:15-10:15 a.m.

(Continued from page 4)
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New Guidelines Chabura

Beginning this Monday, Rabbi Avishai Hill will lead a
new “Guidelines Chabura”. Start with the Guidelines
books, and learn the halachas from the sources. The shiur
meets Sunday to Thursday 9:00 to 9:45am.
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Introducing... THE GUIDELINES CH. \BURA
In Honor of the Shloshim of HaRav Chaim Yisroel Belsky, zatza"| l
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0000 RABBI AKIVA TEICHTAL DO ANGELS SPEAK ENGLISH!?
) ROSH KOLLEL BET ZVI CAN ONE PRAY IN ENGLISH?
01:00 RABBI YOAV DRUYAN THE 614™ MITZVAH
AND HOW TO ACCEPT IT
RAV AVROHOM BARUCH R
02:00 7 ACHARIASH ZFICHER MA’AMAD HAR SINAI
RAV OF AHAVAS SEHALOM REMEMBERING THE GIVING OF THE TORAH
CHABURA LEARNING PROGRAM
00:00 RABBI MOSHE DOVID

TO COHEN
03:15 ROSH CHABURA - KOLLEL BET ZVI

TOPIC: 77n® 230y nysap

A BET ZVI STUDY PROGRAM OPEN TO EVERYONE, GUIDED

LEARNING B'CHAVRUSA AT MIDNIGHT,
SHIUR AT 02:00

English shiurim will take place in the new room
(mechitza is available for women)

Refreshments served all night!
Our Beis Hamedrash and New Room are available
for learning!
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Neilas HaChag

All men and boys are invited to join the Rav and the
Kehilla for a Neilas HaChag. Shavuos Day (Sunday)
after the 19:10 Mincha (note correct time for Mincha).
We’ll have some snacks available —feel free to bring
some of your food from home, too.

Women’s Shavuos Program

23:15 - 01:30 Shavuos Night

Shavuos Women’s Evening —Tefillah, Inspiration &
Nosh!

23:30 Rebbetzin Zacharish will be speaking on the
topic: The life of Ruth and Dowvid’s connection to
Hashem through her.

Finish the Sefer Tehillim; Sing songs of praise and
celebrate the giving of the Torah.
Location: Seltzer Home 36/2 Nachal Lachish

18:15-18:45 Shavuos Day
Trae HoMmE 15 THE PLAcE — Where should a person daven?

Shiur from Rav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash

Location: New Room
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Avos uBanim
. Shabbos: 16:30-18:00
. Shavuos night: 22:45-23:45
. Shavuos day: 16:30-18:00
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16:30-18:00 N2V .
22:45-23:45 :Myay 99 .
16:30-18:00 :Myay DY .

PIirRKEI AvoOs

Wit RAv AvRauAM BARUCH

/. ACHARIASH

Join Rav Zachariash’s immensely popular shiur on Pirkei Avos
this Shabbos. Each shiur begins immediately upon the
conclusion of the 18:00 Mincha (approximately 18:23). Ezras
Nashim will be open for women for both Mincha and the shiur.

Note: The 19:00 mincha minyon will begin no earlier than 19:00,
but will probably begin approximately 2 minutes after the
conclusion of the Rav’s shiur.

Seuda Shlishis Reminder

Enjoy your Shavuos Seuda to the fullest by
starting your Shabbos seuda shlishis no later
than 16:13.

Erki Appeal

HOW MUCH ARE

YO u WORTH?

Since the campaign began we have collected over
12,000 for our Erki Appeal (the gematria of Y29y
is 300, which is what we are asking for from
everyone that uses our kehilla). We are over halfway
towards collecting to cover our debt of 23,000m.

If you have not donated, we ask you to consider
joining this appeal.

Better yet, become a member of Ahavas Shalom for
190w per month. As always, please contact a vaad

(Continued on page 2) member for details.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

052-763-5938

Lev Seltzer, Chairman
lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

www.ahavasshalom.org

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: { )

If we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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