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Obligated! Or not?

The Torah tells us in regards to the plague of
tzefardaya (8:8) that Moshe had to cry out and
plead with Hashem to reverse the plague.
Many mefarshim deal with the question
“why by this particular plague was it
necessary for Moshe to pray ‘extra hard’?”
There is another pasuk which is discussed
(8:5) in which Moshe says to Pharaoh that he
will remove the fzefardya except in the yaor (Nile River). The
question is what is the significance of the ones in the yaor, and
what do we have to learn from it?

Chazal teach us that Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya learned from
the tzefardaya and went willingly to sacrifice their lives to make a
Kiddush Hashem. They said that the fzefardaya did not have an
obligation, and yet they went to the ovens to make a Kiddush
Hashem —we three certainly have an obligation to allow ourselves
to be burned by the fire.

Usually the plagues were there to punish the Egyptians, and as a
side effect, the emunah of the Jewish People was bolstered by
seeing the “hand of G-d” giving retribution to the sinners. In the
case of the fzefardaya, there was more of a direct lesson to Klal
Yisrael. On a daily basis they saw the frogs willingly going to die in order
to make a Kiddush Hashem. This was a direct lesson for the Jews
on how to live their own lives. Therefore, were Moshe to remove
the plague, he would be taking away a direct positive lesson for
klal Yisrael.

Another interesting point is that in this plague it was not taken
away totally, but only partially, as we mentioned: Only in the yaor
they will remain. These two ideas make the plague of tzefardaya unique.

I would like to suggest that this was part of Moshe’s prayer: To
engineer that we should have a lasting reminder of our need to be
moser nefesh—to be prepared to give up our lives, just as the
tzefardaya did. Moshe prayed extra hard that the fzefardaya should
remain alive, as a reminder that we Jews should be moser nefesh
just as the tzefardaya were moser nefesh. This is why Moshe had
to add special tefillos by the tzefardiem. He wanted the plague to
go, but at the same time to stay.

If one of the tzefardaya would have asked Moshe Rabbeinu if is he
obligated to go into the oven, the answer would obviously have
been “No!” Not only would the tzefardaya not be obligated to
make a Kiddush Hashem, but there was no “special tzefardaya”
that the calling was meant for. Those tzefardaya who jumped into
the ovens did so out of a desire to do “the right thing” and not
because they felt they were obligated to do so. Moshe wanted this
lesson to stay eternal.

The Medrash in Tehillim (28) tells us that the frogs that had
jumped into the ovens were removed from there and placed in the
yoar. We can learn from this Medrash that possibly the reason the
tzefardaya stayed in the Yaor was not only a reward for them, but a
reminder for us on how to live our lives.

When we learn the Parsha and we revisit this idea, it is worthwhile
to look around and learn from situations in which we see people’s
mesiras nefesh, doing more than it seems they are required to do. Perhaps
at the time, their actions did not seem necessary or realistic, but in
hindsight, it is these kinds of actions that keep us going until
today.

nwas naw

NINT

1’2930 n3vw

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Aryeh and Rivka Beer i
on the birth of a great-grandson. >
Mazel Tov to grandparents Moti and
Tova Levy. The Bris is this Shabbos
in Moshav Telamim.
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The Molad will be tonight, Motza’ei

Shabbos, 3 minutes and 13 chalakim

after 8 in the evening (lsraeli Clock Time
7:43:45pm).
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Rosh Chodesh Shevat will be on Monday.

Looking for a Manager

The “New Room” is being used for .
all sorts of activities and events. In
order to prevent conflicts, we are
looking for someone to manage the
bookings of this room. The
position is a volunteer position. If
you want to volunteer, you'll need to either bring your
own software or ledger, or use the shul’s events and
facilities software online. Please speak to a vaad member
if you are interested.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vaera
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Erev Shabbos 73y 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R TN
Candle Lighting 16:15/16:35 I3 np7n
Mincha 2 16:37 =Rp kAl
Shekiyah 16:55 mypw

Shabbos Day 3yt or
Brachos 8:00 maa3
Shochein Ad 8:25 W oW
Latest Shema - M. A. 8:26 N73nY wrp 197 910
Latest Shema - G'ra 9:14 N7937 wrp 10T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 130
Mincha 2 16:10 =Rp kAl
Shekiyah 16:56 mypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:33 'R 2PD
Ma’ariv 2 17:56 '3 3N
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Shovevim Shiurim
For the weeks of Shovevim (8”722YV) Rav Zachariash will give a
series of Shiurim (for men) on Taharas Hamishpocho every
Tuesday, from 20:15-21:00. Source sheets for Chapter 198 will be
provided or you can download the sheets from the website.

Let’s continue to fight random acts of terror

WOR by performing random acts of chesed. Submit

your stories to the “suggestion box” or to

é % g% stories are
viewable online at ahavasshalom.org/chesed.
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Mean OF Lot 1 ask him o come back futer, bt | saw how much he wanted
share his story vith me, that | fropped what | as Aing o

chesed@ahavasshalom.org. Past

Avos Ubanim

M@ CuaLLENGE: Collect FOUR (4)
tickets from Avos uBanim
and get a Rubik’s Cube!
o Junior Avos Ubanim 15:30-16:00 Shabbos
Afternoon (learn for 30 minutes).
e Avos Ubanim (learn for 60 minutes) Leil
Shabbos 20:00-21:00 or Motza’ei Shabbos 19:00-20:00.
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Netziv Hayom

23 Teves sponsored by the Sadick family
977 NN BNYAN 12 DNNT PPNV Y'YH
Sponsorship is 120m for one day, and includes
all the learning and davening that take place in

our shul during that day. Please contact
Chaim.Stepelman@ahavasshalom.org.

Shabbos Afternoon Shiur

Rav Zachariash will be continuing his shiur on Pele
Yoetz this Shabbos afternoon in the new room, 15
minutes before the last mincha (15:55). It is open to
both men and women. This week, the shiur is
continuing the topic of Achilah.

Book Sale!

Starting Monday, Rosh
Chodesh. ALL Books 1w to
10w .Add books to your
collections as you help
Ahavas Shalom clean out

extra sefarim.

Ahavas Shalom Annual

MEeLAVvEH MALKAH

Motza’ei Shabbos Parshas Terumah (13-Feb-16)
In the Beis Tefillah Ulam Shabsai

Honoring Mr. and Mrs.
Aryeh Beer

Full page ad for 500nis includes
one complimentary reservation for Melaveh Malkah!

Weekday “1(Fri) ‘n(Thu) "1(Wed) 'a(Tue) "a(Mon) 'R(Sun) or
times until | 6:20, 7:15,8:15 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 6:10, 7:15, 8:05 6:20, 7:15, 8:05 nane | 07 Danr
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Bo 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 2mwn

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

052-763-5938

Lev Seltzer, Chairman
lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

www.ahavasshalom.org

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: { )

If we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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