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Torah from Within

or From Without?

The story is told about a Shul board
meeting held to discuss whether
their Rabbi was fit to continue in his
position. It seems that the Rabbi
was forever studying, and the
members of the board concluded
that his knowledge
inadequate, and it was therefore beneath the shul’s
dignity to employ a rabbi who was an ignoramus.

must be

We hear this joke and laugh because we understand that
there is nothing greater than a Rabbi who has the
humility, and understands that as much as he has
accomplished, there is still more to do (didn’t you, the
reader, just finish learning all chamishei chumshei Torah last
year, and you are doing it again? Hopefully this year you
will learn it even better!) The appreciation that the Torah
is without limit, and the understanding of one’s lack of a
total grasp of the Torah, are the hallmark characteristics of
a Talmid Chacham, which are personified in Yaakov Ish
Tam Yosheiv Ohalim. Due to the immensity of the Torah,
we understand that it is not just humility that is necessary
to understand Torah, but one needs help from Above—
siata d’shemaya. Those who use great amounts of effort
during the day to understand the words of our sacred
rabbis and then cry out to Hashem at night, are living in
the image of Yaakov Avinu yosheiv ohalim - not moving
from the tent.

There are also others who profess to have a profound
understanding of Torah, and to display their power they
look for gimmicks and brainteasing questions, expanding
on the Torah’s ideas based on external sources. This is
exemplified in Eisav who was busy asking Yitzchak
questions about tithing salt and straw. Reb Isaac Sher
explains that Eisav’s pretense of Torah knowledge is
echoed in his name: He is Asui—a finished product—
ready to do something novel and go further.

Many times, we find that there are people who have “new
and better ideas” on how to serve Hashem. They are
searching for inspiration of new ideas because (to them)
the Torah has become fully attained, and is therefore
limited. This is the way of Eisav. To find solutions to new
problems, they will say “I must look elsewhere, for I
didn’t see an answer in the Torah and I already learned it
fully.”

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

"Mazal Tov to Larry and Phyllis Goldberg ===
on the forthcoming wedding (7 Dec) of their
daughter Chana to Yitzchok Schnerb of
Johannesburg. The Aufruf and wedding will
take place in South Africa and the Goldbergs will be away
until January.

Oneg Shabbos

Join the Rav and fellow members of Ahavas Shalom
for our next oneg, this Friday night from 20:15 to
21:45, at the home of Yosef and Esther Raymond
(Nachson 7/9,
staircase).
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This week’s Topic:

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Toldos
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Join the Ahavas Shalom

Commumty
Siyum!

Learn a few pages from either Meseches Sota or
Beitza, or a few chapters of Mishnayos from
Seder Nashim. The Rav will then lead the Siyum
at the Melaveh Malkah!
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Sign up on the sheet on the front door of the shul.
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minutes before Mincha.)

CHOCOLATE HASE
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Collect 5 vouchers and

win a GHOCOLATE BAR|

One winner each week!

Join Avos uBanim and get a
chance to win a SHPCOLATE
KK just like Moshe Dov

Goldwag did this past
motza’ei Shabbos!
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Rav Zachariash is continuing his shiur on Pele
Yoetz this Shabbos afternoon in the new room,
starting 15 MINUTES before the last mincha
(15:40 this week). It is open to both men and
women. This week, the shiur will be on Brachos.

(Continued from page 1)

However, what history has shown is that by adapting the old ideas—
rather than replacing them—we continue to follow in the ways
of Yaakov. This is true in all of the service of Hashem, even in how to
build one’s home.

Chazal say that one who gladdens a bride and groom is as if he
rebuilds a destroyed structure in Jerusalem. The question is asked:
Why not build a new home? Why rebuild a previously existing
home? The answer is that we do not make things that are totally new.
Instead, we expand upon the old.

This idea helps us focus on the challenge in finding solutions to
modern-day problems from within the Torah. As Chanukah
approaches, we can truly celebrate that our limitless Torah has
championed and will continue to champion all other cultures, ideas
and solutions. The Torah is the blueprint of the world: it's absolutes
are eternal absolutes which may not be modified at all. Yet, when
answers to new questions arise, we can be Yosheiv Ohalim and find the
new solution in the old.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh'lita, Rav Main Ahavas Shalom list: shul-subscribe@ahavasshalom.org Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

052-763-5938 Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember:

Lev Seltzer, Chairman www.ahavasshalom.org If we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it! &

lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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