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Inexcusable

Years ago, when the country
was run by the Turks, a printer
in Jerusalem ordered machin-
another

ery from country,

which was to be delivered to

the port in Haifa. In those days,
receiving a shipment was a
complicated ordeal, as the trav-
el time from Jerusalem to Haifa
was very unpredictable — there

was no Kvish 6 or highways of any type and the
port itself was sometimes chaotic. The printer there-
fore commissioned an agent to get this machinery,
and sent him to the port with plenty of time to
spare. “Being that you are going to be in Haifa for an
unpredictable amount of time” said the printer,
“when you get there, go visit my brother and give
him my regards. I am sure he will treat you well.”
The agent travelled to Haifa, saw that the port was
indeed chaotic and realized it would be several days
until the machinery was going to be released. He
therefore went to the printer’s brother, who did in-
deed treat him royally. The agent enjoyed his stay
there so much that he actually forgot the purpose of
his mission! When he had his fill of hospitality, he
returned to Jerusalem — sans the machinery. When
the printer saw his wagon arriving, he ran to greet
the agent, and before he could ask him about the
machinery, the agent began telling him about how
wonderfully his brother had treated him. The print-
er stopped him mid-sentence and asked “Where is
my machinery?” The messenger realized his error
and exclaimed “I forgot all about it!” “There is no
excuse to forgetting the main purpose of your trip”
scolded the printer “and the fact that you did re-
member to visit my brother is irrelevant — that was
only a ‘side-point’! I will not pay you for your travel
expenses, and you will be demoted in your position
because you have acted irresponsibly.”

This well-known story is an allegory for our purpose
in this world, which is to serve Hashem. However,
(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yosef and Esther
Raymond on the birth of their
daughter Malka Leah 8 months ago.
The Raymonds invite the Kehilla to
celebrate with them at a Kiddush after
davening this Shabbos: Men in the shul and women in the
Raymond Home (Nachshon 7/9).

Kiddush Krew

A lot of work goes into the setup and cleanup of
an Ahavas Shalom Kiddush (just ask Yitzchak
Reichenberg who managed the Ahavas Shalom .
Kiddushim for many years). £

We are looking for people to join the NEW “Kiddush
Krew” to help with the Kiddush setup and cleanup.
Members of any age can join (members will be expected to
pass an endurance test which will include covering a table
with a plastic cloth in under 73 seconds, dashing from the
kitchen to the new room whilst balancing 1kg of hot kugel
on two plates, and other assorted tests).

Please contact Hananiah Lasker as soon as possible to
join—we will need people to help even beginning this
week!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Emor
TR NI naw mh
Erev Shabbos 13y 3%
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
“Early Mincha” 17:34 “nRTPIn” 1o
Plag Hamincha 17:54 a7
Candle Lighting 18:40/19:00 ma3 NP7
Mincha 3 19:02 3T
Shekiyah 19:20 ypY
Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 8:15 maaa
Shochein Ad 8:45 oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:29 87304 w”p T 41D
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:18 N737 w”p T 91D
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ANID
Mincha 2 16:00 =Raiaklal
Mincha 3 18:00 '3 nn
Pirkei Avos 18:24 MaRk *pIs
Shekiyah 19:20 pw
Ma’ariv 1 19:57 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 20:20 '3 2790

This issue is sponsored in honor of the anniversary of Lev Seltzer’s Bar Mitzvah Parsha
You can also sponsor an issue on any occasion in your own family —contact Lev Seltzer for details.
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Join Rav Zachariash’s immensely popular shiur on Pirkei
Avos, starting this Shabbos and continuing throughout the
Summer. Each shiur begins imimediately upon the conclusion
of the 18:00 Mincha (approximately 18:24). Ezras Nashim
will be open for women for both Mincha and the shiur.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsorship is 120m for one day, and includes

all the learning and davening that take place

in our shul during that day. To sponsor a day
lease contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

7 Iyar sponsored by the Beer family
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Ahavas Shalom Audio Store

Register once
and then download over
250 audio shiurim with
just ONE click!

www.ahavasshalom.org

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Our boys learned over 500 rours this past Nissan!
Thank you to our latest sponsors:

Yisrael Harris, Micha Kushner, Yechiel Kahan-Frankl,
and Baruch Wechsler

Please consider being one of the sponsors for the last 5 days of
learning.

(Continued from page 4)
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(Continued from page 1)

He also gave us side benefits and perks to enjoy our
stay here in this world. When we return our soul to
its Maker after 120 years, Hashem will not be inter-
ested in hearing the details of the perks, but rather
will want to know if we accomplished our true mis-
sion in this world.

This week I saw someone use this story to explain a
concept that many people find difficult to under-
stand. “A person is as guilty, whether he commits a
Chillul Hashem inadvertently or with fore-
thought.” (Avos 4:4)

Many people wonder why Hashem does not leave
leeway for accidental “chillul Hashem”. Why is the
person who committed this sin inadvertently pun-
ished in the same manner as the one who did so
purposely? The answer is given in the printer’s alle-
gory: The purpose in this world is to bring about a
Kiddush Hashem, and so there is no room for any
excuses for not accomplishing this task. Rabbi Shol-
om Schwadron takes this further and says when a
person says “I didn’t realize that this was my pur-
pose in this world” he has actually added insult to
injury.

Many times, we find ourselves out of focus because
of side issues. This week I was asked if it is a wor-
thy idea to fast on BeHaB. The person wanted to
know, being that it is brought down in Holy books
as a very important idea, maybe I should take it on.
I told him that it definitely is a worthy deed, how-
ever you first need to answer an essential question:
Is it at the expense of a greater obligation that you
have (will it affect your learning, davening, etc.)?

Many times, we feel motivated to do something ex-
tra in our Service of Hashem, and it may actually be
the yetzer hara trying to side-track us from our real
purpose and goal in this world. We pray to Hashem
to have the ability to judge clearly what will bring
us closer in the long run to the service of Hashem.
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Rav Chaim Friedlander brings an explanation of Rebbi Avraham ben
HaGR”A on the Amidah. “Just as the levels of trust (in Hashem) are
three, so too the levels of salvation are three”. What does this mean?
Trust in Hashem is divided into three levels, and as the level of trust in-
creases, so does Hashem’s salvation.

The first level of trust is that a person makes an effort and Hashem helps
him. One might ask, is making an effort part of trust in Hashem? It ap-
pears to be just the opposite and misleads a person into thinking that he
is the one making things happen, but this is not the case. A person has to
make his Hishtadlus because he is not at the level that Hashem does for
him miracles and fulfills all his needs without any effort on his part. The
decree “by the sweat of your brow shall you eat” applies to him and this
is Hashem’s will — that a person will receive what he needs in a way that
Hashem is hidden behind the masks of human effort and the natural
way of the world. And despite all this, a person has to strengthen himself
in recognizing that really it is Hashem who does things, and that his
Hishtadlus doesn’t really affect anything, except that Hashem is the iy
the Helper, and without His help nothing will be achieved.

Even within this level of trust in Hashem to be the “helper”, there are
sublevels. Who is really doing things and who is ancillary? One person
might think that man is the main doer and Hashem just helping out. This
is the lower level of trust. On the other hand, another person might feel
that really it is Hashem who is the main doer, and man just does his
small part so the Heavenly help will be hidden. It is all a test to see who
much a person trusts in Hashem. This is the beginner’s level of trust,
starting to understand that Hashem helps and that without His help,
nothing will be achieved. The more such recognition grows, so too does
Hashem's assistance.
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Mishneh Berurah Q&A

Questions and answers culled from the Keter Hatorah Semicha Program in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim with the Mishneh Berurah. For details on
this program see www.keterhatorah.com. Questions written by Lev Seltzer and used with permission.

Qlt was only the 7th day of Pesach but, with all the fun ac-
tivities at the hotel, Yitzchak Tzvi already lost track of
which day of the omer it was. At the end of shemoneh esrei, be-
fore everyone counted the omer, he turned to his cousin Pinny
and asked what night it was. May Pinny respond "Tonight is
the 6th day of the omer" if he has specific intention not to fulfill
his obligation to count the omer with this answer?

AYes. If Pinny has this positive intention not to fulfill his
obligation to count the omer, then he will not fulfill his
obligation with his response to his cousin, and may count with
a brocho when the rest of the congregation counts. Note that the
S.A. suggests that one should say yesterday's count, to avoid
the issue, in case a person forgot to make this positive inten-
tion not to be "yoizeh."

Source: Siman 489 M.B. 22

QAvidan stopped by his uncle and aunt's home in
the Old City a week after Pesach to say "hello."
"Have a peach," his aunt offered "It is the first one of the
season!" As this is during the omer mourning period,
what should Avidan do according to the M.B.?

1. Eat the peach and do not say shehechiyanu.

2. Eat the peach and say shehechiyanu.

3. Refrain from eating the peach.

A2. He should eat the peach and say shehechiyanu.
While the M.B. suggests not eating foods during
the three weeks which would require a shehechiyanu,
the M.B. does not say this regarding the omer period.
However, there are still those who will avoid purchas-
ing fruits which require a shehechiyanu during the
omer mourning period, and everyone should follow his
own custom.

Source: Siman 493 M.B. 2
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav Main Ahavas Shalom list: see the form on the website to Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, comments,
052-763-5938 subscribe www.ahavasshalom.org/list etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we don’t
Lev Seltzer, Chairman Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel know about your event, we can’t publish it! &

lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923
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