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Purposeful Preparation

This Shabbos known as “Shabbos
Hagadol” parallels the special day
from many years ago when Ha-
shem commanded the Jews to take
a seh and tie it to their beds. The
Shem M’Shmuel points out that this
mitzvah is highly unusual, for this
is a mitzvah of preparation. The
main mitzvah is to bring the Kor-
bon Pesach. Therefore he asks,
what is the significance of the commandment to pre-
pare the offering?

I would like to add that it seems to me that of all the
holidays, the one that carries with it the greatest
amount of effort, foresight and preparation, is the
holiday of Pesach. In fact, it seems that Pesach needs
so much more preparation than other holidays that
the preparation becomes almost as essential as the
seder night itself.

This year everyone is concerned about “‘keeping his

distance”. Years ago, the Rebbe from Psishche com-
mented that there is only one mitzvah in the Torah
where we are commanded to distance ourselves, and
that mitzvah is to distance oneself from sheker. The
classical sheker in the world is avoda zora — false gods.
The opposite of social distance is peer pressure. I once
heard it said, “we buy what we don’t need, with
money we don’t have, to please people that we don’t
like”. None of this is happening today.

The commandment of bringing the korbon Pesach is to
take the god of the Egyptians and roast it on a spit
over a fire, which parallels the commandment to de-
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Connect with the Rav—ONLINE

During this matzav, you can connect with the Rav via
email. The Rav will respond by CALLING you on the
PHONE when he has an answer and/or is available.

Please send your questions to rav@ahavasshalom.org

Be sure to include a phone number that the Rav will use to call
you back.

From the President

What a week—Ilike one we
have never had before. Our

beloved Beis Medrash was off
limits due to government

order.

But learning and davening continued. Baruch
Hashem I have been davening in my garden,
joining with my neighbors in their respective
gardens and terraces to form an ad-hoc minyon.

And the online learning has never been busier,
(Continued on page 2)

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Tzav
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Erev Shabbos
Mincha 1
“Early Mincha”
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Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah Shelaymah...
or any non-commercial purpose! Just 50 mper issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Due to the Corona Virus
[]  With Hashem's help we will return soon.
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Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Due to the restrictions placed on the population
by the Ministry of Health, it is not feasible to
have Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim at this time..
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(Continued from page 1)
with ZOOM meetings with the Rav and Tehillim
with the Rebbetzin. The learning continues next
week, with Mishnayos, halacha (tentative), and
hopefully a pre-Pesach chizuk shiur.

Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen has worked with the
Rav to devise a way for each first-born member to
finish a mesechta and have a siyum in the safety
of their own home. See ahavasshalom.org/
make-your-own-siyum —there is still time to
easily complete the entire mesechta!

With Hashem’s help, we will all soon meet again
back in our Beis Medrash. Until then, let us
continue to meet virtually and stay connected
with each other.

Wishing you all a good Shabbos and a Pesach
Kasher v’Somayach!

Lev Seltzer, Chairman

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

As we are not holding services on Shabbos, the Gab-
bai will not be reading the names of the cholim. Please
consider adding these names to just one of your
prayers either immediately before or after Shabbos.
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Sale of Chometz

Have the Rav act as your agent to sell your cho-
metz! Visit ahavasshalom.org/?p=21579, fill out
the form and send it to the Rav. The Rav will call
you back to finalize
the sale.

There are also ways * h
to give the Rav a gift
digitally. See the end
of the
webpage for details.
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Pesach is THIS week. Are you ready? Test
yourself with these Hilchos Pesach questions to

see, and then come to the Rav’s FINAL Pesach
shiur via ZOOM MONDAY at 20:15 April 6!

Mishneh Berurah Q&A

Questions and answers culled from the Keter Hatorah Semicha Pro-
gram in Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim with the Mishneh Berurah. For
details on this program see www.RBSsemicha.com. Questions written
by Lev Seltzer and used with permission.

Andy's non-religious mother, Sandy, really en-
joyed her first "real" Pesach seder, and was looking
forward to the second seder later in the evening.
Andy's wife, Michelle, was exhausted after the previous
night, and went to lie down. When she woke about an
hour before candle lighting, she found her mother-in-law
in the kitchen boiling up something on the stovetop. "I
missed noodles in my soup last night, so I ran to the store
and bought some. But, not to worry. Kosher. See: 'O-U","
said Sandy, as she pointed to the symbol on the bag of
NOT kosher-for-Pesach egg noodles. Michelle let her hus-
band explain the kashrus to his mother, while she flushed
the noodles down the toilet.
1) What must Michelle do with the pot right now be-
fore the second seder?
2) If Michelle wants to use this pot after Pesach to cook
food, does she need to kasher it first?

1) Right now, Michelle needs to simply clean the
pot, removing any traces of chometz, and then put
the pot away for the duration of Pesach. 2) No.
While the pot was not kosher for Pesach usage, the chometz
-dik flavors that were absorbed into the walls are 100%
permitted after Pesach, so Michelle may use the pot with-
out kahering it. However, if she wants to use it for next Pe-
sach, she will have to kasher it. Source: 447:1 M.B. 4

On erev Pesach, Mrs. Brochstein and Juanita were

cooking as fast as possible to have all the food

ready for the seder that evening. As Mrs.
Brochstein went to taste the chicken soup, she did a dou-
ble-take. "JUANITA! Where did you get this pot?!" she
yelled. "Oh, sefiora Brochstein. This is the pot we used last
week for chicken soup." Mrs. Brochstein put in a quick call
to Rabbi Goodman to find out the status of her pesach-dik
soup that was cooked in a chometz-dik pot. "No, the pot
wasn't used since last Shabbos — almost a week ago," said
Mrs. Brochstein to the Rabbi. "Yes, I cleaned the pot for
Pesach before putting it away." Will Rabbi Goodman per-
mit her to use the soup at the Pesach seder?

Yes, It is permitted to eat the soup on Pesach.
This is because the pot was clean before it was
used for pesach-dik soup, the soup was cooked
before Pesach, and more than 24 hours passed since the
pot was used with chometz-dik ingredients. (When apotisusedto

cook a product, the tastes of the food product are absorbed into the walls. However, after 24
hours, this taste becomes sour/undesirable, and the concept of “notein tam lefgam” kicks in, per-
mitting the use of the pot regardless of the food product that was previously used). However, if
kosher-for-Pesach soup was cooked in a chometz-dik pot ON Pesach itself, then it would be forbid-

Source: 442 M.B. 15

den to eat the soup on Pesach.

(Continued from page 1)

stroy all idols through fire. I recall once, being at kaparos on
erev Yom Kippur and asking a small child “What is the sig-
nificance of this ritual?” - I got a blank stare back from this
child. I realized that many people were doing kaparos with-
out understanding the meaning behind it. We are sup-
posed to understand that the bird being slaughtered is in
our stead, and that we should in fact be offering ourselves
in service to Hashem. So too, the preparations that Buei
Yisrael undertook in Egypt (and the ones we are making
now) signified our distancing ourselves from the “other
gods”, the meaningless pursuits that others pursue. When
we come to preparing for Pesach, do we really understand
the meaning behind all of our work?

In our lives in the 21st century, many of us have our own
private “avoda zoras” besides those which are common to
others. When I speak about avoda zora, 1 am referring to
things that we worship. We give these things too much
significance, out of the proportion that they deserve. In
these times, when we are locked up with ourselves and our
loved ones, and forced to face life and .... issues, I think
that many of us have come to realize what is really im-
portant in our lives. In a sense we are burning our avoda
zoras and realizing that it is only teshuva, tefilla, and tzedakah
that can avert an evil decree.

At this time when we realize that we must become more
particular in our bein adam I'makom and bein adam I’chaveiro,
we have indeed started the process of cleansing ourselves
from the chometz that is within: Our personal ego (this is
likened to chometz by the Kabbalah). We all understand that
there is no real way to protect ourselves from this minute
germ except with the grace of Hashem. We know that cho-
mefz is compared to the Yetzer hora, where even a small
drop makes the entire mixture unkosher. Our living at a
distance hopefully is a good preparation.

As we prepare to serve Hashem with simcha on this holi-
day, we understand that to be in His service is our true
purpose in life. I am sure that the simcha that we can have
through this clarity of purpose can bring about a full recov-
ery and bring the final redemption.

Matzah Baking

Thanks to the Rav and R' Yosi Benjamin who repre-
sented the Shul at the Matza baking, and to R' Naftali
Kaplan and R' Shmuel Kovacs who picked up the
Matza and delivered it to those who needed it.

Thank you again to R’ Peretz Dissen, who has been
organizing this sale for many years

Regarding the Matzos, the Rav has this
The matzos were made with an ex-
ceedingly high level of hygiene. Eve-
ryone who entered the production
area had to be tested to ensure they BESS
did not have a fever and all workers =8
wore gloves.

to say:
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ZOOM

with the Rav

New shiurim and divrei chizuk with the Rav and the

Rebbezin via ZOOM from their home in Jerusalem.
Here is the current schedule:

. Divrei Chizuk From Rav Zachariash 59 NNYVINND NHNTN HNIN APY 92T’ XN
Friday afternoon (16:00) NIN N3N PRIDN TOHAN NN NTIAY NN PY
https://zoom.us/j/575844871 VPN NN NPHRRN IR DY SNYNY NN YNY

o Tehillim and divrei chizuk with Rebbetzin mMyI5 1D M0 PRY G021 DN RHY ND DINP
Zachariash. DPN NMP RY YD TAMR KD HDNINY DWYIN
Sunday and Monday IR NNPO NN NDON 2P IR NYAND NN
For women and girls. MY UNR DY MDY DY IMR MOXD) DYIXNN DON
16:30-17:00 N9V DIDORN DO AR PHYND MNNNY D apn
https://zoom.us/i/592298786 9Y9°D DY 29y2 MOBDD YRINVNY DYH IO N

"I AN DU MYNYNN NN’ YN 1O INHRYY
DYVIR NATNY SMAN 1NN P van INdIp
Sunday JPMNNNDY MYNPYNN IR PaAnd MHan mMHsd Dwvyy

21:15 to 22:00 AV 1IN VNYI NYNY PANY DN 1IN
‘ ) 17y ’ | ! !
hitps://zoom.us/j/542842895 MIDNN DI 70 /N NHaYY POXY DX 2PNY 1Y

. Mishnayos shiur

. Hilchos Pesach shiur DOVIY INIRY NONY) DIIN¥NA HRIY 12 WYY
Monday Night N921N NI NTIAYN NMPNIND IR IO (DN
20:15 to 21:00 DPIDY DINR DNAY MYNWYNN 0N DIVYNN NN
https://zoom.us/j/426697105 D3N NONRA NN DRN ,NDHY DINONN MR TWUNRD

MO NTIAYN YD YNNNRND NIV MYHNWYNN DR

You can also dial in to hear the meetings:
+972 55 330 1762 or +972 3 978 6688 P9t DAY’ W NMRND DAY 210 NXNA YDA
MRV .DMHYON DDNIN NOR TAYN NIOWN VIS
. . PVNINRY DM2TH MNONH N L,NIT NTHIAY 5y Y321
View past meeﬂngs! 129 MYNYN NORN D215 DHIMI PR .DINIYN

TYURD ,NOR DI .DND DIRNNDND OND XINN P10
The Rav’s meetings are recorded and uploaded to || Dy¥HYX)Y ,1°NINOWN DYY 1INNY DY DINRIYD 1IN
YouTube. They are all available from the shul

Then use the 9-digit meeting ID from above.
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