T'02

WD N5y

D 1]7 W n : n N Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom

Q/'/bw o ne

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita,

June 25-26,2021 Tammuz 16, 5781

nwas naw

P13

Stop and Think

When the donkey now saw the angel
of the LORD, she lay down under
Balaam; and Balaam was furious and
beat the donkey with his stick.
(Bamidbar 22:27)

The Kedushas Levi asks a simple question: Anyone
who has ridden a horse or has tamed wild animals
knows that when the animal acts out of line, the
rider or trainer will whip the animal so that the
animal does what it is supposed to. Therefore, when

the angel asked Bilaam, “Why did you hit the donkey?” it seems rather
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obvious: Because the donkey misbehaved. Not only that, but after the
donkey asked Bilaam why he hit him, he didn’t complain about being
hit, instead he asked, “Why didn’t you trust my track record and
understand that I must have had a good reason to deviate from your
command!?” So why was the angel upset with Bilaam for hitting the
donkey?

Choosing what is right or wrong in some situations can be tricky. Many
times we fool ourselves into thinking that we were given permission to
do something when we really were not. For example, I am often asked
by people a question such as, “Is such-and-such permitted under such-
and-such circumstances?” After some thought, I will answer them, “The
halacha states that your situation is considered a ‘pressing situation’ and
so one may be lenient”. I was once at a class when the Rabbi giving the
class said, “in a ‘pressing situation’ you can have a gentile do certain
work on Shabbos”. Someone raised his hand and asked, “What about if
I NEED my soda to be cold? Is that enough of a ‘pressing situation’ to
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allow me to ask a non-Jew to do the otherwise forbidden work?” I must
tell you that sometimes Rabbis are not always sensitive to the real
NEEDS of an individual, and sometimes their situation must be
explained to the Rabbi. But if indeed the need is there and is real,
sometimes the halacha will accommodate the need.

When a child asks his parents, “Can I go out with my friend and stay
out until 11:30 tonight?”, the parent may be tired and not in the mood
for a confrontation and will respond, “If you really want, I will permit
you to go” (note that I am NOT saying that this is the right approach).
But what if afterwards the father hears the child telling his friend on the
phone, “My father said, ‘no problem, you can go.” Was the child being
honest? Was it really no problem? Or was the child just justifying his
going against his father’s will because his father gave him “permission”.
Sometimes the human brain can go into overdrive and even justify
things which make absolutely no sense. For example, after Joshua
destroyed Jericho, he issued a curse on anyone who would rebuild it:
When he starts his first child would die, and when he finishes his
youngest child would die. And indeed 400 years later, Hiel of Beis El
rebuilt Jericho, losing his first born at the start and youngest son at the
end. I wondered and marveled, what was this man thinking? How did
he not realize that the curse was happening to him while his children
died?

The Kedushas Levi explains: When a person embarks on something and
then there is an unusual incident, he is supposed to make a cheshbon
hanefesh. This is what the donkey told Bilaam. “I don’t usually act like
this. Why are you beating me? You should be making a cheshbon
hanefesh and realize that you are going against the will of Hashem!”
The reason Bilaam did not make this cheshbon hanefesh is because he
was truly an evil person and that which Hashem wanted was out of his
mind completely - it didn’t even cross his radar screen. For this, he was
taken to task.
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SHIURIM
with the Rav

The Rav's shiurim this
coming week:
1-SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos: CANCELLED

2-TUESDAY 20:15: Halacha: Both ZOOM and in Shul.
ZOOM LINK FOR ALL: https://cutt.ly/ AhavasShalomZoom
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17" of Tammuz (Sun) — Times for the Fast

Start of Fast 04:09 ¥ N2Nn
Shacharis 06:10 mnw
il 07:15%
08:05
Mincha 13:18 nm noon
15:15
19:20 Reminder: The 21:00
— Maariv minyon will meet
Sunset 19:52 - as usual. One is
End of Fast . oA Mo permitted to break one’s
ne ot 20:21 fast before this Maariv.
Maariv 20:12 wn The Rav’s Sunday night
Mishnayos shiur will not
21:00 meet after the fast.
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As one of the great Rabbonim from Hungary was on his way to
cut wheat to make his Matzos, he spoke to his students about his
recent visit to Rav Moshe Feinstein. He commented that this Rav
was truly a righteous man and humble, and for that he really
admired him. However, he could not understand how Reb Moshe
seemed to have no reverence for earlier decisions when it came to
psak halacha. When the Hungarian Rav dumped out his wheat in
the mill to grind it, he saw it was infested with worms. He then
made a cheshbon hanefesh on the spot, and the words that he said
were, “Why did you not fear to speak about my servant
Moshe?” (Numbers 12:8).

When something happens out of the ordinary, we have an
obligation to make a cheshbon hanefesh and re-examine
our decision to make sure it is the correct one; and not to
act as Bilaam, who did not see anything except for his own
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Boys Ages 3-7 learn 17:00-17:30
Boys 7+ learn 17:00-18:00
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Join Rav Zachariash’s immensely popular shiur on

Pirkei Avos. The shiur begins immediately upon the
conclusion of the 3rd Mincha (approx. 18:25 this Shabbos).
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Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

email: office@ahavasshalom.org tel: 053-316-6491

Main Ahavas Shalom list: see the form on the website to
subscribe www.ahavasshalom.org/list

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, comments,
etc. to newsletter@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we don’t

know about your event, we can’t publish it! &
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
052-763-5938
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