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Don’t Just Say, Pray!

"To Love Hashem your God and serve
Him with all your heart and
soul.” (Devarim 11:13)

Many times we reach for our
siddur to pray but we just do not
feel connected or even feel a need

to pray. We do not pray with any
emotion as we don’t feel a desire to
reach out to Hashem. Yet the Torah
demands that each prayer be expressed with a full
heart.

Rav Shimshon Pincus points out a situation with which
we are all familiar but could still need chizuk: A well-
dressed man comes into your office and offers you an
opportunity to invest in a business venture he is starting.
He explains his business model, showing how his business
should grow a thousand-fold in a short time, and he is
willing to give you premium shares if you give him seed-
money for this venture. How much due diligence will you
undertake before investing? The answer unfortunately
decreases in proportion to the amount of confidence this
man exudes! Many people are ready to part with their
money just based on a person’s appearance and attitude,
despite the chances of losing their investment.

However, when an emaciated-looking poor man wearing
tattered clothing comes to your door, what do you think?
Unfortunately, I know many people who will question this
man, suspecting perhaps that he is a fraud, or even that he
is really a millionaire with money in the bank, and he is just
dressed this way to trick people to give him more money!
This seems a bit ridiculous to me. There are probably more
well-dressed people out there scamming mega-bucks than
emaciated people with millions in the bank.

Our minds seem to have pre-conceived opinions of what is
authentic and what is not. To many of us, the appearance of
prominence indicates someone who is authentic, while the
appearance of a lack of success represents a fraud.

At 120, who should be buried in the grave next to yours? A
rich man or a poor man? To get the answer, Rav Shimshon
Pincus tells us the following story:

The Chofetz Chaim’s mother was known as a very righteous
woman. Shortly before she died, a true woman of valor
from the city of Radin died. This well-to-do woman gave
tzedakah generously, aside from doing many physical acts of

(Continued on page 3)

Life Cycles

Mazel Tov to Yoni and Basya
Meira Korin on the recent birth
of their daughter Ashira. The
Kehilla is invited to a Kiddush
after davening to celebrate this joyous event!

Mazel Tov to Yehuda Aryeh and
Judy Gross on the birth of their
Great-Grandson Yosef Shalom.

Time Changes

Mincha Gedola on Sunday is 13:21, but
will then be 13:20 the rest of the week,
and will continue to get earlier until
Rosh Hashanah. Please check the cal-
endar or schedule to ensure you know

the starting time.

The fourth Mincha at 19:00 ended last
week, and will meet again next summer.

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memoral
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Co:

of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
ntact lev@ahavasshalom.org info
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Are you a working Ben Torah
interested in a good two
hours morning seder of REAL
yeshiva-style lyun?

A group of young men in Bet
Shemesh (Rama Alef and Gimmel) % -=»
is forming now in order to start
an lyun chaburah. 57 <

This coming Elul, IY”H, we’ll start... "‘.‘7',_4;
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Come and learn, shteig, |+ W el R
listen to a good chaburah y - a
(and possibly give one too)...
Get the geshmack, .o
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For details, please contact: -
R’ Akiva Teichtal: 052-7625139 / akiva@yourshiur.com i
R’ Reuven Berman: 053-3156096 / reuvenberman@gmail.com

b "SHEENES 44
You can download this
week’s shiur from

www.yourshiur.com/

parashas-ekev

bet zvi
Y N

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list | " .
of names for the “mi shebeirach for cho-
lim”. If you would like to add a name
to this list, please send an email to Mrs. :
Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org by
Thursday at 16:00. Names are removed each Rosh Chodesh
and must be resubmitted again if necessary, R”L.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
shiurim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

TUESDAY 20:15: Halacha.

The Rav will give both shiurim in shul, and they will
also be available via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

SHABROS
SEHMQQZE

with

Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
Shabbos Afternoon

17:30 - 18:00

Ahavas Shalom Hall

Sponsor the Shiur and Refreshments for 150nis

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor one day for just 120m and receive
all the zechus of the learning and daven-
ing that take place in our shul during that
day. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

SUMMER SPECIAL!

Sponsor BOTH Netziv Hayom and Yeshivas
Bein Hazmanim on the same day for just 375m!

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Ahavas Shalom’s com-

fortably air-conditioned
Beis Midrash is waiting
for the influx of Yeshiva
Bochrim - and their
younger brothers — dur-
ing the upcoming Bein
Hazmanim. Help wus™
keep the boys inside

and take on the zechus of

sponsoring a morning of
learning for 280m or|
part thereof. Tizku LeM- §&
itzvos...

A
Please contact:
Naftali Kaplan : 054-843-8919
Avishai Hill:  052-766-5468 avishaihillegmail.com




(Continued from page 1)

kindness. When the Chofetz Chaim’s mother died shortly
thereafter, the plot next to this other woman was open and
the chevra kadisha felt there was no better place to bury the
Chofetz Chaim’s mother than next to this woman. But after
explaining the virtues of this woman, the Chofetz Chaim
responded, “Yes, she was truly righteous. But she was
rich!” The Chofetz Chaim felt it was more appropriate to
have his mother buried next to someone who did not have
the aspect of wealth as part of their life!

The verse tells us, “My thoughts are not equal to your
thoughts...” (Isaiah 55:8). We often see that the way that
Hashem assesses situations is the exact opposite way that
we would assess them. Whose prayers do you think
Hashem listens to first? The rich man’s or the poor man’s?
The verse tells us that Hashem is closer to the
downtrodden, more than to those who are self-sufficient.
When a person feels no need to pray, he is really in
trouble, because it is less likely that his prayers will be said
with the urgency needed for his prayers to be accepted. In
a sense, those who have troubles can take comfort in
knowing that Hashem is listening to them carefully.

In fact, I once heard that the Chofetz Chaim explained the
verses in Psalm 23 as follows: When Dovid speaks about
the person who is well off, Hashem is referred to in third
person (“Hashem is my shepherd, 1 shall not want...”).
However, when Dovid is in a desperate situation, he refers
to Hashem in the second person because He is closer
(“Though I walk through a valley of deepest darkness, I fear no
harm, for You are with me...”).

Many people are now on vacation. This laid-
back atmosphere can easily lead to our davening
being on vacation as well. May our prayers be
said with urgency, thus causing Hashem to
respond in kind.
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Sale of Seats for Yomim Noraim

Early Bird Special!

PAY for your seats by 14-Aug-2021
and receive a 10% discount!

Member Prices Per Seat:
FULL Early
Bird

First Seat 250 nJ 225 m
dd’l f
and dependent children . 1500 135w

Add'l seats f tended
familys::d o::-:,f(-tec::u: 200[1‘] 1 80m1
guests

Associate Member Prices Per Seat;

3500 315,
Additional seats 25°I'L‘J 225@

Non-Member Prices Per Seat;

500n 450w

To receive the member price:

. You must be a full member (not an associate member).
. Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in full.
. You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat keva”

or credit card, or must pay dues (190w per month.) for
August, September and October 2021 in full.

Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion.

Buy your seat with a credit card via the Nedarim Plus terminal in
shul or online at www.ahavasshalom.org/ynseats

Please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange seats and payments.

Non-members can begin purchasing seats on Motza’ei Shabbos
21-Aug-2021.
To receive the Early Bird Price

PAY for your seats before 14-Aug-2021.

Note: All above regular conditions and options also apply to the
early bird discount. Seats reserved before 14-Aug-2021 do not get

the discount without an accompanying full payment..

CHOCOLATE CHASE

CONTINVES
Treats for all who
come
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