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Beautifully Accepting what Hashem Sends

After the Yomim Noraim, we are con-
fronted with two mitzvos that are cus-
tomarily beautified more than any oth-
er mitzvos in general: The mitzvah of
sukkah and the mitzva of daled minim.
Why is it that these mitzvos get the
special privilege of being enhanced
over most mitzvos?

The Chasam Sofer answers this question
and tells us that we would like to
beautify all of the mitzvos equally. However, after the

Yomim Noraim we grab the first mitzvah that comes our
way and we go overboard in beautifying it, in order to ex-
press our feelings and say that this is what we would like
to do to all mitzvos.

I would like to offer another explanation. There is a story
told about a young rabbi who became the Rav of the city of
Hamburg. On his first day on the job, a poor woman ap-
proached him and said that there is a din torah she would
like to have with the richest man in Hamburg. The Rav
asked, “Could it wait? Must it be done today?” She an-
swered, “It must be done today. I am going out of my
mind. This case must be settled!” The Rav sent a messenger
to the rich man asking him to appear at the court case. The
rich man said, “When I have time, I will come.” The Rav
sent back to the rich man, “You must come immediately!
This is a din torah and you must appear!” The rich man
again responded to the messenger, “I am the richest man in
Hamburg, and you will have to wait.” When the Rav heard
this, he sent a message to the rich man saying, “If you
don’t appear today, I am going to put you in cherem.” The
man immediately appeared, asked the Rav forgiveness,
and explained himself as follows: That woman and I have
no din torah at all. We were only making sure that you were
fit to be a Rav in a city from which there is much pressure
from all sides. We now see that you have the strength of
character necessary, and you are worthy of our honor.
Someone who rises to the occasion when under difficult
circumstances shows he is a true servant of Hashem.

Chazal tell us (Yalkut Shimoni 653) that by going into the
sukkah, there is an atonement achieved by being in exile
(in case it was deserved by a person). A regular person
who is kicked out of his home and forced to live in a shab-
by tent would be despondent about his plight. But when
the person realizes that it is an honor to do Hashem’s will
by leaving the house, whether it is enjoyable or not, he be-
comes truly worthy of an atonement. Thus, we decorate
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Lifecycles

The kehilla offers condo-
lences to the Ephraim Fried-
man and the entire Fried-
man family on the loss of
their wife/mother Zahava
Friedman Z”L. Shiva ended with Yom Kippur.

Zahava was very involved in many aspects of
our kehilla, from the neshei, to the building cam-
paign, and the Mishloach manos fundraiser. She
will be sorely missed by everyone who has ever
interacted with her.

Thank you!

There were many people involved in the Yomim Noraim,
and they all deserve thanks. We will (attempt to) thank
everyone involved in the parshas Bereishis issue of the
newsletter, but for now, we want everyone to stand up
and thank the following people:

e Eliyahu Jacobs, Naftali Kaplan, Hananiah Lasker, and
Brad Rubenstein for doing the physical set up the Beis
Medrash and Motzi Mayim for RH & YK.

e Aryeh Beer for managing the seat sales and finances.

o Naftali Kaplan for being a “super gabbai”

e The Rav for breaking through the official roadblocks to
ensure he was with us for these special days.

There are others to thank—look for these people next issue
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The Rav’s Mishneh Berurah shiur is on hiatus until

after Sukkos. Test yourself on these Sukkos questions
until then.

Mishneh Berurah Q&A

Get “Semicha” from the “Mishneh Berurah” Semicha Program at
RBSsemicha.com. Just answer these—and another 4800 questions!

Joey Shapiro was in aveilus for his father Bernie

Shapiro who died on Yom Kippur. After musaf on

Sukkos day in Kehillas Shaarei Shamayim, every-
took  their esrog
the bima. Should Joey accompany them with his own lu-
lav and esrog, so as not to show a sign of mourning dur-
ing Sukkos, or should he refrain from this because he is
an avel for his father?

one lulav and and circled

Joey should not circle the bima. When one cir-

cles the bima, one must be happy — this is not

the case for an avel during the first year after
losing one's father. Instead, the custom is to let
the avel hold the sefer Torah at the bima.

Source: O.C. 660 M.B. 9

Pinny Kagan visited his Israeli cousins during

Sukkos. When they read the Torah on the second

day of chol hamoed, Pinny laughed and said, "He

read the same parsha for each one of the four guys who

got an aliyah!" "What's strange about that?" asked his

cousin Avrumy. "Because, back home in America, we

read something different for each of the four aliyas!" Why

is there a difference in the Torah readings in Israel versus
Outside Israel on Chol Hamoed Sukkos?

The Jews in Israel know exactly what day

of Chol Hamoed Sukkos it is, so they read the por-

tion from the Torah that is specific to that day

— and repeat it four times. Outside of Israel, where there

are two days of Yom Tov due to a doubt as to which is

the real first day of Yom Tov, this doubt continues dur-

ing chol hamoed. Therefore, they read both the portion for

this particular day, as well as the portion for the next day

— out of doubt. They also read other combinations just to

cover all the other possibilities. Source: O.C. 663:1

"Let's get a knife, cut open our esrogim, and taste

them," suggested Avrumy Kagan to his cousin

Pinny during the evening meal on Shemini
Atzeres.

1. Avrumy keeps one day in Israel. May he cut his open?

2. Pinny keeps two days, as he lives in America. May he

cut his open?

1. Yes. Avrumy may cut his esrog open and eat
it. 2. No. Pinny may not do this. He must wait
one more day until Simchas Torah.

Source: O.C. 665:1
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Ages 3-7 learn for 30 minutes.
Ages 7+ learn for 60 minutes
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The Mivtzah ends on Simchas
Torah, so make sure you attend
at least 5 times before then to

get special prize!
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ZOOM
with the Rav

The Rav will not give shi-
urim during Chol Hamoed.
Look for the return of the
shiurim starting Sunday, October 11.

Reminder: All of the Rav’s ZOOM shiurim have been rec-
orded and placed online. You can easily find them on the

homepage of www.ahavasshalom.org

The next ZOOM shiur will be sponsored by the Crow fam-
ily on the occasion of the Yahrzeit of Avigdor ben
Yitzchok whose yahrzeit is Tishrei 13.

Redeem Your Pledges!

off on the right foot by redeeming your
pledge Topay!

It’s easy to fulfill your pledge or pay your

fees:

e Via PayPal at www.ahavasshalom.org/donate (ILS)

e Via PayPal at www.ahavasshalom.com/donate (USD)
e At the Nedarim Plus terminal near the front door

e Nedarim Plus online nups/iwww matara projnedarimplus/online/2mosad=7001797

e Aryeh Beer in person (050) 418-8669



http://www.ahavasshalom.org/donate
http://www.ahavasshalom.com/donate
https://www.matara.pro/nedarimplus/online/?mosad=7001797
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(Continued from page 1)
our sukkah, celebrating that we are happy to do the Will of
Hashem, though it may be unairconditioned.

Similarly, there are many different kinds of people in klal
Yisrael with whom we will eventually interact. The mitzvah
of the daled minin requires us to take four different species
and bind them together (egged) into one unit, just as the
Jewish nation is made up of many different people who
must all join together to serve Hashem as one unit. When
we beautify the the daled minin by uniting them with the
mitzvah of egged, we not only enhance this specific mitz-
vah, but we also show that we appreciate each and every
son of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

This is why it is these two mitzvos that we try so hard to
|peautify. We are showing that we have accepted the service
of Hashem, no matter what the difficulties are. And we are
also showing that we have accepted “v’ahavta I'reiacha
kamocha” to its fullest.

May we truly have a yom tov of “ze keili v'anveinu” — beauti-
fying all of what Hashem gave to us, and be blessed with a
year of happiness in all that we do.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor one day for just 120r and receive all the <3EER»
o nans
Gk

zechus of the learning and davening that take
place in our beis medrash during that day. g
Netziv Hayom is now managed by Mrs. Zakoo,
the Ahavas Shalom Administrative Secretary.
contact her for information:

Please more

office@ahavasshalom.org
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From the Desk of the Chairman

We are about to enter our Sukkos, our an-
nual reminder that Hashem runs the world
and protects us 24/7. We experience this |
protection first-hand in our flimsy Sukkos,
and then bring that thought back with us
into our reinforced concrete homes.

Some people in the Holy Land recently
declared that this idea is not true. That
while Hashem might be able to protect us from certain
maladies while we are in the Sukkah, there are some from
which He is unable to protect us—and hence these mortal
men will come and save us by forcing us to minimize the
mitzvah of Sukkah.

Good luck with that.

We read in the shemoneh esrei that Hashem is hagadol, hagi-
bur, hanorah. The Michtav M’Eliyahu (»NY 279 'Y »'N)
says that on the word “hanorah” we are to remember that
only Hashem is worthy of fear, because there is no other
force out there which can cause good or bad. I am going to
try to internalize this even more this year.

I didn’t internalize this about 20 years ago when I was in
my sukkah with my family. Just a few moments after Kid-
dush the lights went out in the sukkah due to a thrown
circuit. We were a young family and while we knew about
a 3 year old being “permitted” to “flip” the switch on*, we
sort of stretched that and had a 5 year old do it (because
the 3 year old wasn’t able to throw the switch).

But that apparently is not what Hashem wanted. So a few
years later, again on the first night of Sukkos, the lights
went out. This time I said “leave it!” We managed, and
hopefully managing meant we “passed” the test.

The Sukkah is a box, similar to Noach’s teva. Noach could-
n't steer his ark, and ultimately we can’t direct what hap-
pens in our Sukkah, even if we make the best efforts to
ensure everything runs smoothly. And then after Sukkos,
ultimately we aren’t in control even in our own reinforced
concrete homes.

But we can try our best to do mifzvos—that is what Ha-
shem wants from us.

So sit in your Sukkah this year (where else can you go?),
enjoy the company of your family and greet the ushpizin
with joy!

*The halachos of “using” an under 3-year old to turn on a switch on
Shabbos are beyond the scope of this article. If such a situation should
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
052-763-5938

Rabbi Lev Seltzer, Chairman
lev@ahavasshalom.org 02-999-8923

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

email: office@ahavasshalom.org tel: 053-316-6491

Main Ahavas Shalom list: see the form on the website to
subscribe www.ahavasshalom.org/list

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news, comments,
etc. to newsletter@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we

don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it! &
Address: 33 Nachal Lachish, Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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