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(The) Right (A)way

Bilam arose in the morning and saddled
his donkey... (Bamidbar 22:21)

Bilam the prophet knew the ways
of Hashem; when Balak asked him
to curse Klal Yisrael, Bilam arose
early in the morning, saddled his
donkey by himself, and set out on
his journey. The Gemora tells us

that Hashem responded to Bilam’s
action by saying, “Wicked One! Avraham Avinu
already beat you to it, for he got up early to go to the
akeida!” This Chazal is quite puzzling! What did
Avraham beat him to?

Many people are lethargic and will easily waste an
hour for a task that should only take 20 minutes.
There are also those that say, “Why do today what
you can push off until tomorrow!?” A typical
teenager will wake up late every day and push things
off, yet this same teenager will almost naturally wake
up early on the day of a major trip just due to his
excitement! On a simple level we understand that
Bilam had this same excitement that caused him to
get up early and saddle his donkey himself. He was
eager to curse Klal Yisrael. If so, what is the meaning
of the response from Hashem, “Avraham Avinu
already beat you to it!” This did not seem to be a
strategic move; rather it was an emotional response of
Bilam doing something that he wanted to do. But
from the Medrash it sounds like a well-considered
act. Why did Bilaam think that this would get
Hashem to allow him to curse Bnei Yisrael?

(Continued on page 2)
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Mazel Tov to Shalom and Sharon <=czzz===

Woodrow on the auf ruf and
upcoming marriage of their son
Yaacov Woodrow.
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great-grandson, Moshe Dovid, born
to their grandchildren Yoni and Tali
Berkowitz. Mazel Tov to the grandparents, former

Mazel Tov to Aryeh and Rivkah
Beer on the birth and bris of their

Ahavas Shalom members Jay and Lisa Berkowitz.
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Mazel Tov to Gedaliah and Ettie
Spira on the birth and bris of their
grandson, Nosson Nota, born to
their children Yitzchak and Elky

Spira.
Shabbos Schedule Parshas Balak
P73 nwas naw my
Erev Shabbos 3 3%
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
“Early Mincha” 18:00 “NRTPIe” NN
Plag Hamincha 18:20 N 378
Candle Lighting 19:11/19:31 A npn
Mincha 3 19:33 '3 AN
Sunset 19:51 ypw
Shabbos Day n3uiT or

Brachos 8:15 a3
Shochein Ad 8:45 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:19 87307 v7p T 91
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:14 K737 ©7p 1T 9D
Mincha 1 13:30 'R A7I0
Mincha 2 16:00 371N
Mincha 3 18:00 '3
Pirkei Avos 18:24 3R °pIs
Mincha 4 19:00 aRiklal
Sunset 19:51 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:28 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 20:51 '3 2N

This issue is sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Shalom Woodrow

In honor of the auf ruf and marriage of our dear son Yaacov Woodrow
oodrow home (31/3 Lachish) after davening

The kehilla is invited to a Kiddush in the




(Continued from page 1)

Rav Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi explains Bilam’s
motives based on a passage in Mesilas Yesharim
(Chapter 6), which notes Yechezkel
comment that the Angels scurry about with alacrity.
Chazal teach us that alacrity is virtuous on its own. It
isn’t a virtue to just to beat the clock, rather the virtue
is for a person to be alert and doing what he is doing
with a true zest and zeal. It was clear to Bilam that
Hashem did not want him to curse klal Yisrael, but
Hashem gave him some “wiggle room”. In order to
win Hashem over to his side and to get Hashem to
help him out with his nefarious plan, Bilam needed
some merits. Chazal tell us about Bilam, “in the
manner that a person wants to go, Hashem will take
him there...” So, this was Bilam’s plan: If I do
something which shows exuberance in my actions,
that will put me in a good light and Hashem will
therefore allow me to curse klal Yisrael. Meaning that
the positive trait of alacrity is a goal in and of itself
which gains one favor in Hashem’s eyes. This would
be true to the point that even if it is used for evil,
Hashem would “appreciate” the mida by itself. This is
what Bilam was hoping for in order to gain allowance
to curse Bnei Yisrael.

Hanavi’s

However, to this Hashem responded, “You think with
your alacrity you can find favor in my eyes and let
Klal Yisrael lose their favor in my eyes? Avraham
Avinu, even when asked to sacrifice his own very dear
son, did not waste any time and expedited it as soon
as possible. That is the type of alacrity that will win
me over — Avraham Avinu’s alacrity beats yours
hands down!”

In our own lives, there are often things that we have
to do, and we push them off. We think nothing of it as
long as it eventually gets done. The Mesilas Yesharim
teaches us that when we do things with zeal and at the
first opportunity, that it is a merit which equates us to
the Angels.

There is a question in halacha if “zerizim makdimin
I"mitzvos” (it is meritorious to perform a mitzvah at the
earliest possible opportunity) is an aspect of each
particular mitzvah, or if it is a general rule on how we
should conduct our lives. That question is debatable
only in the field of halacha. But everyone agrees that an
essential part of everyone’s growth in life is by doing
everything they do with zeal.

There are those who say that the month of Tammuz is
an acronym for ) XaI wnunn nawn ntthe time for
repenting is on the verge of coming). Many of us think
that we have time until Elul to start doing Teshuva.
The “angelic” approach is to be alacritous and start
now.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a special
occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just
120 per  sponsorship,
announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in
the shul, as well as an announcement in this news-
letter. To sponsor a day please
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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Shiurim from
Rabbi Moshe
Dovid Cohen
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Daf HaYomi B'Halacha

Mishnah Berurah

HalachaYomi
Sun-Thu 09:10-09:30

A Daily Dose of

Rav Chaim zt"I

Sefer Orchos Yosher
Sun-Thu 09:30-09:35

Ahavas Shalom Kinyan Mesechta

B T ~

Now learning Mesechta Beitza
8:15-9:05 Sun-Thurs mornings in the hall.

Contact R” Eliyahu Jacobs—get a free Gemora Beitza.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 HiILCHOS BEIS HAKNESSES
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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AuB Shabbos Afternoon

17:00-18:00

Boys Ages 3-7 learn § Hour
7+ learn 1 hour.

TREATS
FORALL
BOYS!

Thank you to the
Atlin family
for sponsoring
last week's
AUB
L'ilui
Nushmas
Miriam
bas
Chana

You can also
sponsor AuB in
honor or memory
of a loved one.
Just 100 for a
summer
sponsorship.
Contact
Shlomo Hollander
for details
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Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy. Use the terminal near
the front or visit ahavasshalom.org/
nedarim. Click. Pay. Done!

Wita RAV AvVRAHAM BARUCH
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Immediately after the third Mincha (approx 18:24)
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Q&A: Everyone But Goldberg!

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com

Harry Brochstein was so enthralled with

Marvin Goody's plans for the new Main

Sanctuary at The Boca Shul that he donated

over one million dollars toward the con-
struction costs. However, during the construction, he
got into a fight with Mr. Goldberg about bringing
guns into shuls. The argument got so heated that Mr.
Brochstein told the board of directors that he didn't
want Mr. Goldberg praying — or even entering —
"his" new shul! May Mr. Brochstein prevent Mr.
Goldberg from entering?

No. The Gaonim made a takana that one

may not forbid another person from en-

tering a shul. Even a partner in the shul

is covered by this takana. Surely this ap-
plies here, as Mr. Brochstein is only a donor.

Source: Orach Chaim 153 M.B. 87
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ANSWERS

NOW IN PRINT! Volume 1 covering
questions and answers from Chelek Alef
of the Mishnah Bereurah is now availa-
ble exclusively on Amazon. See
rbssemicha.com/books for details.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of T ke |
names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. 1f ﬁaﬁ
you would like to add a name to this list,
please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo at%
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at

16:00. Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Re-
minder:

The current list was erased on Rosh Chodesh Tammuz!
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Bet Zvi Corner bet zvi
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starting Wed. 14th of Tamuz 13th of Jul

Bet Zvi’s highly popular
Amud Yomi Shiur

is about to embark on a new masechta

Bava Metzia

Join us starting this Wednesday at 09:25.

The shiur is available in person Sunday-Thursday, via live
ZOOM meeting, or uploaded video recordings
(contact Rabbi Teichtal for the appropriate links)

For further details please email R’ Akiva
at betzvi@ahavasshalom.org

betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi betzvi
nEna ¥ n'a aNna Lo b e d ¥ N 2¥ N2 ¥ na axna ¥ n\a [y na

Send donations to Bet Zvi via Nedarim Plus at
ahavasshalom.org/betzvi or Mosad

#7007105 at a terminal anywhere in Israel!
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Small Change to Big Mincha

Due to changes in sunrise
and sunset, the time for Min-
cha Gedolah (Sun-Thu) from
Sun 10-July to Mon 1-Aug

will be 13:21.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 16:00-18:00

1 058-3263914 PLoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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