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Naturally/Contractually

For it is to Me that the Israelites are
servants: they are My servants, whom
I freed from the land of Eqypt—1I am
the Lord you G-d (Vayikra 25:55)
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How is an employee
different from a slave?

While they are working, both the
employee and the slave have
limited freedom and are obligated to do what the
master/employer says.

The difference is that a slave doesn’t have the option
to quit; even if he refuses to work he remains a slave.
However, the moment an employee decides to stop
doing his job, he is no longer an employee.

Another difference is that the employee contractually
elected to be in his situation, while the slave had no
say at all. However, in neither case is there any
indication that either would like to be there at all! For
many employees, the workplace is only a means to
earn enough money so that he can do the things he
enjoys outside of the workplace! There are also
employees who choose to make their job a “career” -
part of their identity, and the vocation may actually
become a labor of love — though the employee would
not necessarily work for free.

Which of these describes our relationship with
Huakadosh Baruch Hu? The Torah tells us that we were
taken out of Egypt and contractually we became the
servants of Hashem. This sounds like it is a forced
relationship — one in which we would like to leave as
quickly as possible. The Ohr HaChaim explains the
words in the beginning of the verse quoted above, “...
they are my slaves...” as a defining statement. Yes, it is
true that we have to serve Hashem because he took us
out of Egypt, but aside from that, it is also our natural
position to be serving Him.

In the world of medicine there are two domains: there
are those who treat patients, e.g. family doctors and
surgeons; and there are medical researchers who are
involved in developing cures and solutions to medical

(Continued on page 2)

Sponsor our Shavuos all-nigt lear

Speakers ¢ Food ¢ Air Conditioning ¢ Flowers

Please contact Binyomin Rubenstein or Aryeh Beer

LI

for pricing details.

ning program and keep
our Beis Medrash humming all night long:
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Immediately after the third Mincha (approx 18:24)

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Behar
T3 nwas naw mh

Erev Shabbos S3Y 37
Mincha 1 13:30 'R0
“Early Mincha” 17:42 “PnTPIn” 1IN
Plag Hamincha 18:02 Amann 79
Candle Lighting 18:51/19:11 ma3 P
Mincha 3 19:13 3 nan
Sunset 19:31 mrpY

Shabbos Day ST or
Brachos 8:15 maaa
Shochein Ad 8:45 T oW
Latest Shema - M. A. 8:19 N7anY w”p 1T 91D
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:10 N7137 w”p T 90
Mincha 1 13:30 'R M0
Mincha 2 16:00 =Naiaklal
Mincha 3 18:00 3 Inan
Pirkei Avos 18:24 MaR *pIs
Sunset 19:32 mrpy
Ma’ariv 1 20:09 ¢ Puimivial
Ma’ariv 2 20:32 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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problems. They each have their area of expertise, and
there is no doubt that each in their own field feel
satisfaction, and the world of medicine could not exist
without both. But when it comes to avodas Hashem,
Hakadosh Baruch Hu engineered it so that we should
understand that our essence is both to want to be
servants of Hashem and also to understand that we
have a contractual obligation to serve him.

I have a first cousin with whom I am also very good
friends. He once remarked to me that there is an
advantage of being both first cousins and friends
because our relationship has a higher level of intensity
together with a higher level of love. Each aspect
bolsters the other aspect.

This idea extends also to our fellow Jew. Aside from
the fact that we are brothers, we have contractually
accepted responsibility for our fellow Jew — kol Yisrael
areivim zeh [’zeh. We should understand that this too is
an extension of our obligations, together with our
natural disposition of v’ahavta [’reacha k'mocha.

As we count sefira towards Shavuos, we should keep
in mind both of these ideas: We have the special
relationship that came from Hashem choosing us to
accept the Torah which should generate feelings of
love towards Hashem and fulfilling his Mitzvos. But
we also have an obligation to accept the Torah as His
servants, listening to His commandments no matter
what. Both of these feelings together should bring us
to a fuller and more meaningful relationship with
Hashem.

Email to the Rav

Want to send the Rav an email? Visit the
page ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Fill out the form and your message will
be delivered to the Rav. If you need a
response, remember to fill in your phone
number (or see the Rav in shul).
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Bet Zvi Corner
S
This week’s slap-happy story by Reb Avishai Hill:

7
.

the town 0 Kregtinga, Litﬁuania, the Gabb of the
main Shul decided to make a public spectacle of his neme-
sis, one of the townspeople; He decided to call him up to
the Torah on Shabbos for the seventh Aliya. Shock and

horror! The truth is, that one should never get annoyed or

g
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aggravated as a result of receiving one Aliya over another,
as every Aliya is special. However, since according to
many, the most prestigious Aliya is the sixth, the man felt
slighted that he had been chosen specifically not to receive
the coveted honor, but pretended not to mind at all by re-
citing the Brachas with exaggerated concentration. But
afterwards, when he noticed the Gabbai holding back a
smirk, he lost control of himself, and in front of the entire
congregation, slapped the man roundly on each cheek. Of
course, a collective roar of protest rose from the congrega-
tion, and a furor broke out amongst everyone as to who
was to blame. Although both contesters were led out of
the shul by the Gabbai Sheni with as much aplomb as he
could muster, it took a while until the people quietened
down, and the service was able to continue. It wasn’t easy
to find a Chazan for Mussaf that day, as only a person
who hadn’t taken sides, was acceptable by the volatile
crowd. ..

To read more, please visit:
yourshiur.com/parashas-behar
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Daf HaYomi B'Halacha

Mishnah Berurah

Halacha Yomi
Sun-Thu 09:10-09:30

A Daily Dose of

Rav Chaim zt"I

Sefer Orchos Yosher
Sun-Thu 09:30-09:35

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy. Use the terminal near
the front or visit ahavasshalom.org/
nedarim. Click. Pay. Done!



https://www.yourshiur.com/parashas-behar/
https://www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
https://www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
https://www.ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Megillah ThankYou

Thank you to Mrs.
Rachel Steiner for

donating four
megillas in
memory of her
husband (and

father of our Baal
Koreh, Yoel Steiner)

Mordechai Yehuda Ben Ephraim z1
(Professor Mark Steiner)
Eicha ¢ Koheles ®* Rus ® Shir Hashirim

Dedicated on the Second Yahrzeit
12 Nissan 5782

Yom lyun 5782

Shiurim were recorded and ")
are MP3
download or view viewing
online. See the shul’s web-
site:

available for

www.ahavasshalom.org.
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Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or (g
Jin honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and Jf "]
davening that take place in our shul during that day will to
your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is announced via a
notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an an-
Inouncement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Iyar 7 sponsored by the Beer Family
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Iyar 7 sponsored by the by Tiveria & Zakoo Families
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Q&A: Counting the Omer

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com

Lloyd went to the early maariv on Tuesday

afternoon, as sunset in London was not

until 9pm that night. After maariv, the

chazan counted the omer with a brocho, but
Lloyd felt it was too early to do the counting, and
planned to count on his own closer to 10pm when it
was assuredly night. If Lloyd is not having any
specific intention, should he answer "amein” when
hearing the chazan make the brocho?

No. If Lloyd does not want to fulfill his

obligation to count the omer right now,

he must have specific intention not to

fulfill his obligation with the chazan’s
brocho and counting. This would then enable him to
say the brocho when he counts at 10pm. A better
option would be to have a conditional thought: "If I
remember to count later tonight, then I do not want to
fulfill my obligation with the chazan’s counting but, if
I forget to count later tonight, then I want to fulfill my
obligation with the chazan’s counting."

Source: Orach Chaim 489 M.B. 17

Had you been at the Rav’s Tuesday night halacha shiur, you
would know the answer to this question! See below for times.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 HILCHOS SEFIRAS HA’OMER
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube




THIS COMING
WEDNESDAY NIGHT!

HOTDOGS, COTTON-
CANDY, POPCORN,
REFRESHMENTS,
SPLIT-THE-POT RAFFLE

AYALON PARK

Entrance on Lachish across
from Ahavas Shalom Shul

FEATURING LIVE MUSIC BY ARl GOLDWAG

SEATING AND WASHING FACILITIES WILL BE PROVIDED | MINIMAL COST ASSOCIATED WITH FOOD & REFRESHMENTS

There will be an additional Maariv at 19:50
to accommodate the start of the festivities
(Maariv at 20:15 & 21:00 remain unchanged)

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of* N

.
names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. If wﬁaﬁ

you would like to add a name to this list,
please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo at - 7
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at

16:00. Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Re-
minder: The current list was erased on Rosh Chodesh lyar.

Time for Change

Help the shul rid itself of nearly 10,000 agarot coins by
exchanging a five shekel coin for a sack of fifty
(50) 10-agarot coins. If you can ex-
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See Mr. Beer in shul, or contacthim at .= — 2 7w T

aryeh@ahavasshalom.org o
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Bechukosai *Hall 20:15*, 21:00 19:50, 20:15*, 21:00 20:15*, 21:00 20:15*, 21:00 20:15*, 21:00 arwn !
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Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
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Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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