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Temporary Sanity

“Because of the matter that they did not
greet you with bread and water on the
way when you came out of Eqypt; and
because he hired against you Bilam son of
Beor from Pesor in Aram Naharayim to
curse you.” (Devarim 23:5)

People don’t like hypocrisy. We
like to think that we are consistent
in our approach. In truth there are
many situations which, even in
the realm of halacha, are called b’dieved, and the torah
would demand from us in those situations to act

differently than we normally do. When the reality
changes, we are expected to do more. While this
seems to be contradictory, there is in fact total
harmony. The classic example of this is someone who
has a severe medical condition that the doctors and
the Rabbis say, “If he fasts on Yom Kippur he may
die!” The man therefore eats on Yom Kippur, and yet
his prayers will be accepted just as a healthy person
who fasted. When he is out of any danger by the next
Yom Kippur, he will once again be required to fast.
While last year it was a mitzvah to eat, this year it
would be a sin to eat. This is simple to understand
when rationale for the change is clear. But if one were
to see someone wearing tefillin all day, for example,
our initial reaction might be, “Why is this guy such a
machmir?!” People say this, even though Chazal tell us
that the reason we don’t wear tefillin all day is due to
a b’dieved situation that we find ourselves in today,
whereas this fellow is following the ikar hadin.

In this week’s parsha it states that the descendants of
Amon and Moav are not permitted to marry Jews
because they did not offer the Bnei Yisrael food to eat,
and also because they hired Bilam to eradicate the
Bnei Yisrael. The commentators are perplexed: The
fact that they wanted to eradicate us should be ample
enough reason. Why should the fact that they didn’t
extend themselves to do chesed also be part of the
reason? And is that enough of a reason not to let
someone into Klal Yisrael?

Perhaps from the points of view of Amon and Moav,

(Continued on page 2)
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21:00 Motza’ei Shabbos
Parshas Ki Seitzei
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Melaveh Malkah
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Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Klal Yisrael was a threat and they felt that if they were
to let them exist, they themselves would be
annihilated. Therefore, in their mind’s eye, they could
have legitimized that they had no choice but to find a
“clean” way of disposing of Klal Yisrael by hiring
Bilam. They would vindicate themselves by saying, “It
is not that we don’t like the Jews; just when it is a
question of “us or them” We will choose ourselves!”
How would one know whether this is true or not? The
“let us see how they act in other areas.”
When they were given a choice to help Klal Yisrael,
without any threat to themselves, they didn’t. This
clearly shows that their real intent was to wipe Kial
Yisrael off the map because of their intense hatred for
them, and not self-defense.
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As we find ourselves in the midst of Elul, there are
people who make extra time to learn, say Tehillim, or
do chesed. When they pencil it into their calendar, they
make it clear that this special schedule is just until the

Yomim Noraim pass. So, when they make their kabala,
the yetzer hara may say to them, “You think that
Hashem doesn’t know that you plan to curtail these
activities as soon as the heat is over? On the contrary,
this ‘show’ you are putting on may arouse His wrath.
Just be NORMAL and continue your life as you do all

1

year round!

How do we respond to such a yetzer hara? I believe the
answer is urgency. Sometimes we find ourselves in a
dire situation and we are able to overachieve. This is
not proof that we can really be an overachiever all the
time,
responsibility by the fact that we are performing
above our norm. For many of us throughout the year
it is not possible to stay on such a high level, but when
we do it for these forty days, the message that we are
sending to Hashem is: This is how I would like to be
all the time. Chazal tell us if a person is a victim of
circumstance, and cannot perform a mitzvah, Hashem
will give him credit as if he did it. Possibly another
bonus of our extra observance during these days is
that it could give us merits in the future as if we did
the mitzvos all year long.

rather it shows our determination and

May we be
accomplishment!

blessed with a year of super-

Q&A: Dip the Apple in the Honey
Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com

It was Reuven's family minhag
to eat the Simanim on Rosh

w

Hashana night before wash-
their hands to eat the challah. Reu-
dipped the apple slices into honey
and passed them to all members
of his family at his Rosh Hashanah
table. According to the Shulchan Aruch, do Reuven, Shim-
my, and Hudy have to wash their hands before eating the
apple?

Yes. If a fruit is dipped in one of seven particular
liquids (wine, honey, olive oil, milk, dew, blood,
or water), one must wash his hands before eating
the fruit. Honey is one of these seven liquids.

The Idolatrous Shofar

Lenny (the "louse") de-

cided to get away from

the crowds (of Jews) and
traveled to Thailand for Rosh Hashanah. As his Israeli tour
guide was taking him around to various temples of idol
worship, he noticed a ram's horn on the altar in front of a
large idol. Lenny asked the tour guide why a shofar was
there, and they both learned from the priest that the shofar
was blown during the idol worship service. Lenny was
feeling a bit guilty about abandoning shul for Rosh Hasha-
nah, so he asked the tour guide to blow the shofar for him.
"I am telling you it is no problem for me as I am expert baal
tokea," said the guide. May Lenny (the "louse") fulfill the
mitzvah of hearing shofar on Rosh Hashanah from this
shofar that was used for idol worship?

Yes. If there is no other option, and the shofar is

owned by a gentile, then it is permitted to use a

shofar that was used in the service of idols. Note
that, in a case where the shofar was owned by a Jew and
used in an idol service, it would not be permitted to use the
shofar for the mitzvah of shofar of Rosh Hashanah. This
might mean that it could be a potential problem for an Or-
thodox congregation to borrow a shofar from a Reform or
Conservative congregation for use on Rosh Hashanah.

Source: Siman 586:14

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 23:35:-Mishnaes: Cancelled this week.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Halachos of DALED MINIM.

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
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Boys Ages 3-7 learn 3+ Hour
7+ learn 1 hour'.
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Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or
in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul during that day will
to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul,
as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Elul 13 & 16 sponsored by the Crow Family
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Seats for Yomim Noraim

Member Prices Per Scat:

First Seat 250
Add’'l seats for spouse and dependent 1 500
children

Add’'l seats for extended family and out- 2°°r|11

of-town guests

Associate Member Prices Per Scat:
Firstseat LW

Additional seats 25°m1

Non-Member Prices Per Seat:
(EachSeat  [L{IM

To receive the member price:
¢ You must be a full member (not an associate member).

e Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in full.

¢ You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat keva” or
credit card, or must pay dues (190m per month.) for August,
September and October 2022 in full.

Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion.
Credit cards: Nedarim Plus www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
PayPal www.ahavasshalom.org/ynseats

Please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange seats and payments.

New Office Hours

Mrs. Zakoo is now working on Thursday
mornings from 10:00 to 12:00. This way, if
you need to finalize something that will

appear in the newsletter, such as a Nekiv
Hayom, you can do so easily. You can reach her via
email at office@ahavasshalom.org or call 058-3263914.

Start Rosh Hashanah
with a Clean Slate
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Before you “dip the apple in the %
honey”, please consider dipping into
your wallet to pay off any out-
standing pledges and dues you
might still have from 5782.

The easiest way to pay is to
use the NEDARIM plus termi-
nal or Nedarim Plus online at
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

You can also use PayPal at ahavasshalom.org/donate
or use USD at ahavasshalom.com/donate

See Mr. Beer if you have any questions about your account.
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YOU can
SPONSOR PRE-ROSH HASHANAH
This MISHMAR in MlSH MAR

MEMORY or
HONOR of a LOVED NIGHT
ONE or to THURSDAY
CELEBRATE a 15-SEP
SIMCHA or ANY Y
REASON you want.

Contact a VAAD member for details.

, SHIURIM from Rav
‘ + Zachariash and others
o

r

. Delicious SEUDA
<) - followed by KUMZITZ

Friday morning
PARSHA SHIUR
live with the Rav

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of | 2 |

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. wﬁgﬁ

If you would like to add a name to this
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo %
at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thurs-
day at 16:00. Please write the Hebrew names using He-

brew letters. Reminder: The current list was erased on
Rosh Chodesh Elul!

Shiurim at Ahavas Shalom

Join one of the many shiurim at Ahavas Shalom this Elul

e Ahavas Shalom Kinyan Mesechta Beitza
With Rabbi Eliyahu Jacobs, Sun-Thu 8:15-9:05

e Mishnah Berurah Halacha Yomi with Rabbi’
Moshe Dovid Cohen Sun-Thu 09:10-09:30

e A Daily Dose of Rav Chaim zt"] Sefer Orchos
Yosher with Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen| l.
Sun-Thu 09:30-09:35

e Mishneh Berurah with the Rav, now learning Hilchos
Daled Minim Tuesday 20:15-21:00
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Administrat;

ive Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org

Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 D<office@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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