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Biting the Hand that Feeds You

“...To you Hashem belongs righteousness,
to us embarrassment. (Daniel 9:7). R.
Yossi said: There was a more shameful act
than this — Bnei Yisrael crossed the Red
Sea, and the idol which Micah had, was
carried with them... (Medrash Tanchuma
Ki Sisa 14:3)

There is an English

expression “Don’t bite
the hand that feeds you” which Ibelieve we

all understand. The question of how far this goes can be
learned from a Medrash on this week’s parsha. The Medrash
Tanchuma, quoted above, says that the verse “To you
Hashem belongs righteousness, to us embarrassment”
refers to the fact that when kial Yisrael went through the
Yam Suf, Micha actually brought an idol with him! Micha’s
act scoffed Hashem and failed to give recognition to the
unbelievable miracle that was happening to him. The
Medrash later relates to us that when the Jews sinned by
worshipping the golden calf, they brought mann as an
offering to the calf. We know that mann is “bread from
Heaven” — a food that does not exist in this world. How
could they take the bread which Hashem provided to
them and offer it instead to an idol?!

We might be able to rationalize offering the miraculous
mann to an idol by stating that after some time even the
supernatural can become ordinary — so perhaps they no
longer considered it miraculous. The fact that Hashem
continued to provide mann to everyone and did not
immediately punish the people who offered the mann to
the idol also strengthens this potential rationale. However,
it does not explain how Micha could see the sea split and
while in this state of wonderment bring an idol through it.

I heard a chilling story this week that was related by Rav
Ruderman, the Rosh Yeshiva of Ner Yisrael, of that which
he heard from the Chofetz Chaim. There was some kind of
a disagreement in Radin and a child of one of the sides
died at a very young age. The Chofetz Chaim approached
the father and said to him, “Do you not understand that
this is a sign from Heaven? ENOUGH!” To this the man
responded, “Even if it means all my children will die, I
must give up their lives for that which I know is correct.”
This perverted logic is indeed mindboggling.

(Continued on page 2)
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchog Purim!
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Ki Sisa
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Erev Shabbos 3w 37
Mincha 1 12:30 'R0
Candle Lighting 16:52/17:12 ma3 P
Mincha 2 17:14 =Raiaklal
Sunset 17:32 mrpY

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 8:00 maaa
Shochein Ad 8:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:21 N7anY w”p 1T 9D
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:06 N7137 w”p T 90
Mincha 1 13:00 'R M0
Mincha 2 X =Naiaklal
Pele Yoetz 16:35 wr 879
Mincha 3 16:50 3 Inan
Sunset 17:32 mwpw
Ma’ariv 1 18:09 'R 390
Ma’ariv 2 18:32 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial

purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




(Continued from page 1)
In our own lives there are times that we also do not
recognize the Hand of G-d. Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman
was once present at a Melaveh Malkah of 200 wealthy
people to raise funds for charity. The philanthropists
were given the opportunity to ask Rav Shteinman any
questions they had. One of them asked, “We understand
we have an obligation to give charity, but why do we
have to deal with the constant pounding on our doors
and incessant phone calls, with no respite?” To this Rav
Aharon Leib answered with the following statement,
“There was never such an increase in Jewish wealth in
such a short period of time. It is clear to me that the
reason for this increased abundance of wealth was in
order to rebuild Klal
Yisrael. You people

here were charged
with this mission. If
you feel that it is too
difficult, Hashem
will find a
replacement for each
and every one of
you.” There was
immediately a hush ¢
in the room and no

more pompous
questions were
asked.

I do believe that this proverbial “slap in the face”
brought these wealthy people to their senses and helped
them realize that their possessions and wealth were from
Hashem, and not because of their own business acumen.
So why does Hashem let us be deceived into thinking
that we have created the wealth ourselves? The answer
to this is obvious: We are being tested from Above.

A friend of mine once told me that he saw an executive
director of a charity organization drive past a corner
where there were people who were in need of a ride. “I
don’t have time to give people rides as I have many
other things to do today” said the director. My friend
commented to me, “Look at the bizarreness of the
situation. This director has a car because of the
generosity of the organization’s donors. He takes that
benefit for granted, yet he has no compassion for others.”
I recall after hearing this statement, thinking to myself,
“We all take advantage of the blessings that Hashem has
given us. We take the strength that Hashem gives us for
the purpose of learning Torah and use it for trivial
pursuits. Isn’t this like feeding mann to idols of our own

design?

May we all merit to internalize the message of the second
half of the verse, “v’lanu boshes hapanim” — that we should
feel shame as we recognize the contradictions in our
actions, and therefore rectify our ways.

Story Time Contest

. Write a summary of the story that Rabbi
Teichtal told over the past few weeks.

. Include any musar or halacha you learned.

. Deadline: Purim 5782

. There will be one prize of an 80nis Ohr HaCha-

im Gift Certificate.

. Children can work together and submit an entry
together, but each “team” wins only one certifi-
cate.

. Entries must include name(s) and age(s).

. Entries can be sent via email (with parental su-

pervision) to akival97]l@gmail.com or should be
printed and handed to Rabbi Teichtal.

Still have questions? Rabbi Teichtal will be back for Par-
shas Vayakhel to answer them.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of ! N "

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. mﬁaﬁ

If you would like to add a name to this =
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo s - 7
at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please

write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Reminder:
The current list was erased on Rosh Chodesh Adar I!

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you want.
It's so easy. Use the terminal near the front or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim. Click. Pay. Done!

Ahavas Shalom Office

Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Administrative Assistant,
can be reached Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 16:00-18:00 by
calling 058-3263914 or writing to office@ahavasshalom.org.
She can help you live with donations, scheduling time with
the Rav, sorting out membership issues, and other shul-
related matters.

Contacting The Rav

Trying to get in touch with the Rav? The Rav tries to make
himself available to take calls from members Su-Fr 08:30-
09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20:00 (052-763-5938). There is also a
form available online that you can use to send a written
message to the rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues
this Shabbos afternoon starting 15
MINUTES before the last Mincha
(16:35). This week’s topic is MNRYIN.
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AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last Mincha 16:20-16:50
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Netziv Hayom
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Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will to
your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship,
which is announced via a notice on the

ot nans

“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announce-
ment in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

14 Adar sponsored by the Yudkowsky Family
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15 Adar sponsored by the Madowicz Family

o7 999908 DONINY 2 N7 DNYAN vy

18 Adar sponsored by the Reich and Berger Families
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Uncomplicating Computers

I met a lady in the

lobby of the
Maccabee Health
Center who was

confused as to how
the new computer
"kiosk" works for
obtaining a number
for the nurse, lab, etc, because she has difficulty with
Hebrew. I helped her, and she said, "I now know why you
were at Maccabee this morning: To help me!"

Submit your own short “Chesed” story for publication in
the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter and Website. See the form
at AhavasShalom.org/do-chesed.
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20:20-21:00 RAV ZACHARIASH:

“ZEH NEHAPECHU”

MAARIV

THREE LEARNING OPTIONS!

(1) LiBO CHOFETZ LEARNING

ASK YOUR QUESTIONS TO THE RAV
WHILE LEARNING

(11) RABBI MOSHE DoviD COHEN:
CHABURA LEARNING

"DRINKING ON PURIM”

(111) RABBI AKIVA TEICHTAL

“To BE CONFIRMED—OR NOT TO BE
CONFIRMED”

SIYUM & SEUDA

IN THE SHUL HALL WITH MusIC

21:00-21:15
21:15-22:15

22:15-23:15

FRIDAY MORNI
4th MARCH

09:10-09:50 PARSHA INSIGHTS BY
HARAV ZACHARIASH SHLIT'A
IN THE SHUL HALL
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo =~ Main Ahavas Shalom lists: Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
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Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin



