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Just Do It!
“And Korach Took...” (Bamidbar 16:1)

The Midrash Tanchuma explains how
Korach attacked Moshe Rabbeinu. He
asked, “If a garment was made from
techeles, does it also need fitzis? A
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house must have a mezuzah on the
doorpost. What about a house which
has sifrei Torah in it? Does it also need a
mezuzah (which only contains 2 of the
275 parshios in a sefer Torah)?”

To both of these Moshe Rabbeinu answered that they are
obligated to have titzis and mezuzah, respectively. Korach
scoffed at him and said, “Your position is unreasonable -
you must have made ALL of this up yourself!”

I would like to share with you an incident that transpired
in the USA. There was a group of women who wanted to
start a davening group and they also wanted to wear
talleisim. They asked Rabbi Soloveitchik from Boston how
to proceed. He told them, “Before you begin with the full
mitzvah, first wear just the tallis without the tifzis. Then
come back to me in a month and tell me if this helped your
davening”. The ladies came back a month later and said
that wearing the tallis indeed helped them improve their
prayer and invigorate their davening. Rabbi Soloveichik
told them, “Wearing a four cornered garment without
izitzis has no halachic significance and would be a sin for a
man. It's obvious that what generated your ‘religious high’
was not Mitzva fulfillment, rather something else. Under
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such circumstances you should abandon the entire idea

Rav Chaim Brisker explains that we sometimes know of
reasons (ta’amim) for miikzvos, but they are not necessarily
the reason that we do the mifkzvah, rather they are ways for
us to relate to and appreciate the mitzvos (the word ta’am in
Hebrew also means flavor). Even in a situation in which
the reason seemingly no longer applies, doing the mitzvah
would still be required. Likewise, even in a situation in
which the reason still applies, but there is no mitkvah,
doing it would be
useless. An example of |}
this would Dbe if
someone would say,
“Chazal tell us that we
should celebrate F2

(Continued on page 2)
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Mazel Tov to Bentzi and
Aliza Back on the Bar Mitz-

va of their son Sam

4

Mazel Tov to Yosef and
Temima Richards on the
Bar Mitzva of their

son

Mazel Tov to Yosef and Esther
Raymond on the Bar Mitzvah of
their son Yehuda at the Nachshon &
shul this Shabbos. .

8

e

See the back page for ALL
Kiddush details and more|
Simchas from other members! |

Chaim Tzvi

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Korach
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Erev Shabbos 3 3%
Mincha 1 13:30 'R N30
“Early Mincha” 18:00 “NRTPIe” NN
Plag Hamincha 18:20 N 378
Candle Lighting 19:12/19:32 A npn
Mincha 3 19:34 3 nn
Sunset 19:52 ypw

Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 8:15 a3
Shochein Ad 8:45 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:14 87307 v7p T 91
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:10 K737 ©7p 1T 9D
Mincha 1 13:30 'R A7I0
Mincha 2 16:00 371N
Mincha 3 18:00 '3
Pirkei Avos 18:24 3R °pIs
Mincha 4 19:00 aRiklal
Sunset 19:52 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:29 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 20:52 '3 2N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




(Continued from page 1)

of Spring, people will come to understand it as just a
‘camping excursion.”” If someone would then have his
Pesach Seder in a Sukkah in the Spring, he has not
fulfilled the mitzvah of Sukkah at all. It seems to be that it
is tantamount to an advertisement that I once saw,
“Celebrate Pesach in Mitzrayim!”

The kedusha with which the mitzvos that we do empower
us is because they are mifzvos. Rabbi Shraga Grossbard
explains that if one were to have a home full of sifrei
Torah, even Korach did not suggest that one is fulfilling a
mitzvah with all these Torahs. Rather he was just
suggesting that the mitzvah of mezuzah would not be
necessary in such a situation. Similarly, having a
garment that is made completely of techeles could
preclude the need for the mitkzvah of kikzis, but the
garment itself would not be a fulfillment of any mitzvah.
In short, what Korach was saying was that the concept is
important, rather than fulfilling the commandment. I
have heard similar comments from “Conservative Jews”
who have told me, “It is the NOTION of the mitzvah that
is important. How exactly one executes it is not of
primary interest.”

The story of Korach teaches us the exact opposite.
Following all the technical aspects is extremely
important. The Chofetz Chaim gives a moshel about this
concept. A person once came to the bank to redeem
bonds that were taped together, dog-eared and
crumpled. The teller sat with the man to get everything
in order and gave him the full redemption value (that
kind of service cannot be done on the internet!). The next
man in line came with his certificates neatly placed in a
folder. The teller told him, “I am sorry, these are all
worthless because the redemption period has already
expired for these certificates.” The man was livid! “You
spent so much time with the fellow before me and his
crumpled papers, and still gave him full value, but mine
you just discard?” The teller patiently explained, “His
were within the limited redemption period, and yours
are not.” The Chofetz Chayim used this in order to
negate the idea that praying after the prescribed time
with more kavana is better than praying on time with less
kavana.

A lesson to learn from Korach is that while the thought
and ideas are important, what is more important is the
question “Did we do the mitzvah as commanded?” There
are those who use the ideas behind the mitzvos as a basis
to make up their own religion. This “picking and
choosing” from Yiddishkeit has unfortunately brought
about many new “religions” during the past few
thousand years.

Just as the sons of Korach admitted, “Moshe emes, v’soraso
emes” — meaning that we follow our mesorah, so too our
fulfilling Mitzvos as our heritage teaches is what will
keep us on the right path.
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Sponsored by
Shimon

Young

In memory
of his mother,

Devorah Marsha

bas Reuven, ¥
on the occasion of the first '

Yahrzeit
Shiurim from the Rav and others
Delicious Seuda followed by kumzitz

Friday morning parsha shiur
live with the Rav

Look for the full program on a poster
next week

Sponsor Neiziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will to
your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship,
which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announce-
ment in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Netziv Hayom

Sivan 21 sponsored by the Lippman Family

a7y DN N2 D199 vy

Sivan 23 sponsored by the Berger & Reich Families
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Sivan 26 sponsored by the Young

7y JAIND DA RWUN ANMAT

Ahavas Shalom Kinyan Mesechta

Now learning Mesechta Beitza
8:15-9:05 Sun-Thurs mornings in the hall.

Contact R” Eliyahu Jacobs—get a your free Gemora.

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 HiILCHOS BEIS HAKNESSES
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Shiurim
with the Rav
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AuB Shabbos Afternoon

17:00-18:00

Boys Ages 3-7 learn 3 Hour
7+ learn 1 hour'.
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Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy. Use the terminal near
the front or visit ahavasshalom.org/
nedarim. Click. Pay. Done!

Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Tammuz
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The Molad will be Wednesday, 48 minutes and 3

chelekim after 2 in the morning (clock Time 07:31).
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Rosh Chodesh Tammuz will be on Wed. and Thurs.

Q&A: Holy Temporary Shul

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com

Mel Hoffman decided to have the Shabbos Bar

Mitzvah of his son David in the Breakers Hotel

of Palm Beach (since there was construction at

The Boca Shul). The hotel staff set up the elegant
Magnolia Ballroom as a synagogue, complete with an Aron
Hakodesh. May Mel ask the caterer to serve the meals in
the Magnolia ballroom so that he can have a private meal
with his family and friends, or is it not proper to have
meals in this makeshift synagogue?

It is acceptable to have meals in this "shul."
While the Magnolia ballroom has been set up
as a shul, it does not acquire the kedushah of a
shul, as it is only a shul for a temporary time
period. However, Mel should ask the hotel staff to set up a
mechitza around the Aron Hakodesh during the meal. .

Source: Orach Chaim 153 M.B. 51

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

A . |
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of |
names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. If ﬁaﬁ

you would like to add a name to this list, %
please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo at mes —
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please write the

Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Reminder:

The current list will be erased on Rosh Chodesh Tammuz!
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LifeCYCIeS (continued)

Bar Mitzvah Kiddushes:

.. The Back and Richards families invite the

% kehilla to a Kiddush immediately

& davening, to be held in the parking lot of 29
Lachish.

é The Raymond family invites the kehilla to a men
s

after

-only kiddush immediately following davening

at the Nachshon shul.
Mazel Tov to Jonny and Rachel . oo
Links on the upcoming marriage of e
their daughter Batya Malka to / XE}A
Baruch Wechsler Son of Bentzion e
and Tova Wechsler on Sunday.
Mazel Tov to Tamara and Yehuda

Nyssen on the upcoming marriage . B0
of their daughter Chana to VAN /E?
Avraham Yosef Boxer, son of 0y
Yaakov and Hadas Boxer on Monday.
Mazel Tov to Shaul and Sara
Glickman on the upcoming

el

marriage of their son Naftali to
Shaindy Goldman. The Aufruf is ZAX%?
this Shabbos in Menorat Hamaor

followed by a Kiddush. The Chupah is 19:00 at the
Gra Shul on Sunday.

May all the couples merit to build a

Bayis Ne’eman B'Yisrael
Y
0 5]
i
-

Mazel Tov to Alan and Gina
Freedman on the birth of a great-
grandson!
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Immediately after the third Mincha (approx 18:24) 3 7oa Tomg
Weekday “I(Fri) "n(Thu) *1(Wed) *a(Tue) *a(Mon) 'X(Sun) or
times 20, 0715 08: 06:10, 07:15%, 06:10, 07:15%, o0 17E e e P n's 0Nt
X 06:20, 07:15, 08:15 , , 06:20, 07:15,08:05 | 06:20, 07:15,08:05 | 06:20, 07:15,08:05 | nne | v Yin
until 08:05 08:05 fiefiied
Parshas | 13:30,18:01, 19:32 13:20, 15:15 13:20, 15:15 13:20, 15:15 13:20, 15:15 13:20, 15:15 anm npn
Chukas *Hall 20:15%,21:00 20:15%, 21:00 20:15%,21:00 20:15%,21:00 20:15*%, 21:00 arwn

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 16:00-18:00

Cellphone: 052-763-5938
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

1 058-3263914 PLoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish
Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org

Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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