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The Right Choice

“...they cried before him, "Avreich!””
(Genesis 41:43)

Rashi: ...Rebbe Yehuda explained: “7712x”
is appellation for Yoseph who was "aX” a
father in wisdom and “1” tender in years.
Whereupon Rabbi Yossi the son of
Dermaskis said to him: “How much longer
will you pervert for us the meaning of
Scripture? The word 712X can only be
connected with the word 0'>72 knees (i.e.
“Bend the knee”)...

Parents are often frustrated with their teenage
children. The children are convinced that they
understand it all and have better ideas than the older
generation. The parents, who are on the other side of
the fence, generally have experience and wisdom to
differentiate between real quality ideas as opposed to
passing ones (at least in regards to their children’s
education). This idea is expressed in Chazal with an
adage, “The demolition of elders is building and the
building of youth is demolition” (Megillah 31b)

Just this week I met with parents who tried to express
this thought by saying, “Children see only what is in
front of them whereas the mature adult can see the far
-reaching consequences of their actions.” I think the
classic example of what they were referring to is when
the nine-year-old boy is going after his 12-year-old
brother because he is annoyed with him. The parent
calmly says, “You know he is going to beat you up?”
The nine-year-old says, “I know, but I don’t care, and I
am going to give him what is coming to him.” At that
point many parents are at a loss as to what to say!

Imagine you are living at the time of the Maccabees
and the “short-sighted” Maccabees say they are going
to fight a war against the Greeks, who were then the
world’s superpower. Anyone above the age of four
would sign them off as immature and impulsive. Yet
we see not only were they right in concept, but
Hashem actually made a miracle to bring about their
success.

The story is told about a young prodigy from a small
town. There was no one in the town who could teach
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Melaveh Malkah Thank Yous

Thank you to HaRav and Rebbitzen Zachariash for their
words of inspiration. Special thanks to Malka Garalnik,
Shuli Harris, and Shimon Young (for the lighting) and all
those that helped to set up and make the food!
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(Continued from page 1)
him, for even though he was very young, he
surpassed all those around him. His tutor sent him
with a letter to an expert teacher in the big city
using the words of Chazal “yonik v’chacham” -
meaning a young, smart child. The second teacher
tested to see how quick witted the child was, and he
said, “Obviously the rebbe is trying to say that you
are a ‘wise guy’ and not really smart. The proof of
that is that he called you yonik v’chacham — you are
young and smart, but if you were really smart
beyond your years, he would have said it in other
way around: smart yet young. My proof to this is
from Rashi in parshas Mikeitz. Yosef was called
‘avreich’ and Rashi says this was because he was
“Av” in chachma and “Rach” in shanim (father in
wisdom but tender in years). Therefore, if your
rebbe truly felt you were a child prodigy, he would

have first | ¢ 3
expressed  your

intellectual

ability.” To this

the child

immediately

responded, “Tt
seems to be that
there is a
disagreement
which way the
should be
written. Rashi
continues with a second approach. According to
Rebbe Yossi, if Rebbe Yehuda was right, it should
say “Rachav”, and therefore a new explanation must
be found. This is a proof that the way it should be
written is young in age and yet smart.”

word

Whichever way you look at it, it is clear that there
are disadvantages
impetuous. So how do we decide what is really the
“smart” thing to do? There is an expression in
Hebrew “al tihye tzodek, tihye chacham” — it is better
to be smart than right. That is true when the
purpose is to move on in life. However, as the
Torah wants us to lead a certain kind of life, the
right life, sometimes being right is more important

with being young and

than being smart. This is the reason why many
times we hear things from the gedolim that appear to
us not to make sense. There is a reason why the
gedolei Yisrael are called “the zekanim” .

On Chanukah we celebrate this exact idea. If we
would have been smart instead of right, we would
not be here right now!

Bet Zvi News N1

Rabbi Akiva Teichtal’s mishmar shiur D€t ZVi
¥ N'2

is available online:

Why don’t we add an extra day of Chanukah outside
Israel? If there is an extra day of Succot, Pesach and
Shavuot why isn’t there an extra one for Chanukah?

This question bothered the greatest commentaries of
all generations. In this shiur, given in the Ahavas
Shalom shul in Ramat Bet Shemesh, you get the five
main answers.

To view the shiur, please visit:
yourshiur.com/chanukah-abroad-where-is-the-extra-day

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues this
Shabbos afternoon starting 15 MINUTES
before the last Mincha (15:40). This week’s
topic is Hen Tzedek.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving
two shiurim this coming
week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Beis Haknesses
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Ahavas Shalom Office

Your can reach Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Adminis-
trative Assistant Sunday and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and
Thursday 16:00-18:00 to help you live on the phone
058-3263914.. It is Dbest to write an email
(office@ahavasshalom.org) rather than leaving a voice mes-
sage. Remember that if you contact her outside her work
times, she will not respond until she next logs in for work.



https://www.yourshiur.com/chanukah-abroad-where-is-the-extra-day/
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PRIZES &
TREATS
FOR ALL!
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Special for
Chanukah:

Pizza

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:25-15:55
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Netziv Hayom
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Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a spe-
cial occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit.
Just 120 per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv
Hayom” board in the shul, as well as
an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Kislev 24 sponsored by the Schwartz family
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Kislev 26 sponsored by the Escovitz family
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28 Kislev sponsored by the Reich and Berger families
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Story Timel

Children between the ages
of 6-13 are invited to join
R’ Akiva Teichtal for

Story Time.

When: Between Kabalas
Shabbos and Maariv.

Where: The Hall
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success. Many thanks in
particular to Rav Zachari-
ash, Rabbi Teichtal and W
Rabbi Cohen for their shi- |
urim as well as all those |
that helped to set up the §
Hall for the seuda. We
look forward to the next one!
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Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads al
list of names for the “mi shebeirach
for cholim”. 1f you would like to _
add a name to this list, please send
an email to Mrs. Zakoo at
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00.
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Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you want. It's
so easy. Just go to www.ahavasshalom.org/
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