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Lies and Statistics

(Moshe) prayed for him: “May God save
you from the evil counsel of the

spies” (Sotah 34b). (Rashi to Bamidbar
13:16)

Rashi tells us that Moshe prayed
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for Yehoshua that he should be
saved from the evil counsel of the
spies. Upon seeing the Rashi, I
wondered why Rashi used the
term “counsel”? He should have said, “the sin of the
spies”. Indeed, the question which must be asked,
“From what counsel did he have to be saved?”

There are children’s books which are written to teach
children not to lie. A relative of

mine recently wrote one and it
depicts a little boy who was able
to rationalize every lie that came
out of his mouth. For example, |
a boy was reading in his room,
while  his was
expecting him to be getting
dressed. The mother asked
from the other side of the
door, “Are you reading?” The boy

would immediately close the book, &
start getting dressed, &
reply, “No, I am getting \
dressed!” He then rationalized, “
“I didn’t lie — I actually said the
truth!” (Though in his heart of
hearts he knew that this was not the  %* y
truth, and he was really lying.) )
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I once heard a speech by a famous Rabbi in America
who was discussing statistics. He explained how
savvy one must be to know the truth underlying
statistics. He gave the following example: There was a
small village with 10 inhabitants. Two of them had a
propensity in their family for cavities in their teeth,
and they decided to make an experiment and put
fluoride into the town’s water. By the end of the
experiment, of these two residents, one still ended up
with a cavity while the other did not. At least 10

(Continued on page 2)
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Escovitz on the loss of his mother Miriam
Baila Escovitz. The shiva has ended already.
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Mazel Tov to Ephraim and Judith Friedman on their
wedding this past week. May the couple merit to build a
bayis ne’eman b’Yisrael!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Shelach Lecha
T mw nwas naw my

Erev Shabbos 3 3%
Mincha 1 13:30 'R N30
“Early Mincha” 17:58 “NRTPIe” NN
Plag Hamincha 18:18 N 378
Candle Lighting 19:10/19:30 a3 np7n
Mincha 3 19:32 3 nn
Sunset 19:50 ypw

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 8:15 a3
Shochein Ad 8:45 o
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:12 87307 v7p T 91
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:08 K737 ©7p 1T 9D
Mincha 1 13:30 'R A7I0
Mincha 2 16:00 371N
Mincha 3 18:00 3 nan
Pirkei Avos 18:24 3R °pIs
Mincha 4 19:00 7 I
Sunset 19:50 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:27 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 20:50 '3 2N

This issue is sponsored in honor of the

60th Wedding Anniversary of Sandra and Stephen Seltzer
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statistical reports followed: In one report it stated
that 50% of people with a propensity for cavities
were affected positively by fluoride in the water.
Another report came out stating that of the entire test
group, there was only one person who got a cavity.

Marketing savvy is used to express the information
truly accurately but yet, to give an illusion of
something greater than the facts. This is indeed the
work of the yetzer hara. The yetzer hara often either
plays down or plays up certain aspects of reality to
entice the person to transgress and sin.

The spies did not just “fall into” sin; it seems to have
been premeditated. They had a starting frame of
reference of how to explain the facts in front of them:
e.g. All the people are dying; therefore, it must be a
place which eats its residents — a place with rampant
disease. The Abarbanel, in discussing the responses of
Yehoshua and Calev, explains how they refuted the
suggested facts that were stated by the spies as
follows. “We, who were travelling around, should
have been more susceptible to disease than those
who were taken care of in proper lodgings and an
otherwise healthy environment. Our bodies were
stressed by 40 days of rigorous physical exertion, and
yet we remained healthy, no worse off than we
started. Therefore, if you want to look at the facts, it
seems to us that they are to our advantage, and
therefore we should conquer Eretz Yisrael.”

We often hear about people who give in to their
yetzer hara and do things which are utterly ridiculous.
We wonder “What were they thinking?” Yet when
we are in a similar situation, we seem to have good
reasons to explain why we are different. For example,
a fellow stayed up late and because of that came late
to shacharis. His friend tells him, “That was foolish to
stay up so late, because now you missed part of
davening!” Yet when this friend is himself up late
doing his own project, he is convinced that he is
going to make it to shacharis on time.

The “counsel” that Moshe was talking about was the
spies’ emotional bias. As Moshe blessed Yehoshua,
we also ask in davening every day not to be put into
situations where we are being tested, including even
those tests for which we already know what the right
choice should be. We ask Hashem that we should not
be brought to those tests, for we know that at the
time of a test it is very difficult for us to overcome
our emotions intellectually, and we tend to have
ways of legitimizing that which we are doing wrong.
May we all be granted the strength of Yehoshua and
not fall prey to the tactics of the yetzer hara.

Ahavas Shalom Shiurim

We invite you to take part in one of the many daily shiurim
at Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom, many of which are part of

Kollel Bet Zvi.
Shiurim with the Rav
Shabbos 08:05-08-15 Beis Elokim
Shabbos 18:24-19:00 Pirkei Avos
Sunday 21:15-22:00 Mishnayos

Mishnah Berurah—Now learn-
ing Hilchos Beis Haknesses

Tuesday 20:15-21:00

All weekday shiurim are given in shul and also via ZOOM
at this link: cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Kinyon Mesechta

Rabbi Eliyahu Jacobs
Currently learning Beitza (Sun-Thu)

Daily Shiurim at Kollel Bet Zvi

All shiurim meeting Sunday to Thursday except where noted

08:15-09:05

05:20 - 05:50 Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
Gemara Shabbos - Half an amud/day, in-
cluding daily review (ZOOM only. Contact
Rabbi Cohen for the link). Also Friday.
09:10-09:30 Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
Dirshu Mishnah Berurah
09:25-10:25 Rabbi Akiva Teichtal
Amud Yomi. Now learning Bava Kama
09:30 - 09:35 Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
Orchos Yosher
09:35-11:00 Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
Hilchos Shabbos Chabura; shiur 10:30-11:00
11:00-13:00  Daf Yomi Chabura (Hebrew)

Bet Zvi Corner
24 GlftS — ONLINE SHIUR

Everything (well, almost everything...)
you wanted to know about the 24 gifts
given to the Kohanim. From the sacrifices
in the Temple all the way to nowadays
Pidyon HaBen and all that is in between. Some gifts were
given in Beis HaMikdash to serving Kohanim only, some
were given in Jerusalem to them and their families, and

some were - and still are- given to them all over Israel, and
some all over the world. Some gifts carry special holiness,
such as the tithe given from the produce of The Holy
Land, and can only be consumed by a Kohen that is pure.
Some gifts, such as the animal's forearm, cheeks and stom-
ach, belong to the Kohanim but can be eaten by anybody
else too, and not only in a state of purity. Discover all this
and much more in this shiur.

View this shiur (On Bava Kama 110b) online at
ahavasshalom.org/betzvi
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Q&A: Loan from Tzedakah?

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com

Reuven's wife Sarah had her own beautiful sil-
ver tzedakah box next to her Shabbos candles
and would donate the contents to different or-
ganizations of her choosing on a regular basis.
As her son Hudy was leaving for school on Tuesday, he
reminded his mother that he needed $10 for his school trip.
May Sarah take $10 from this &zedakah box and put in an IOU
note for $10?
Yes. Since the money has not been given to
any charity, she may borrow the money, as
long as it is returned and eventually given
to tzedakah.

Source: Orach Chaim 153 M.B. 21
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ANSWERS

NOW IN PRINT! Volume 1
covering questions and an-
swers from Chelek Alef of the
Mishnah Bereurah is now avail-
able exclusively on Amazon.
See rbssemicha.com/books for
details.

Time for Change N

Help the shul rid itself of nearly 10,000 & =
agarot coins by exchanging a five shekel ‘-—r’h"’
coin for a sack of fifty (50) 10-agarot "-_'

coins. If you can exchange larger bills for addi-
tional sacks, that would be even more beneficial. See Mr.
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Beer in shul, or contact him at arveh@ahavasshalom.org

Email to the Rav

Want to send the Rav an email? Visit the
page ahavasshalom.org/email-rav
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Fill out the form and your message will
be delivered to the Rav. If you need a
response, remember to fill in your phone
number (or see the Rav in shul).

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy. Use the terminal near
the front or visit ahavasshalom.org/
nedarim. Click. Pay. Done!

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

e ———
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of |
names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. If e QB%
you would like to add a name to this list, %
please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo at '
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please write the
Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Reminder:

The current list was erased on Rosh Chodesh Sivan.
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In memory
of his mother,

Devorah Marsha

bas Reuven, *
on the occasion of the first

Yahrzeit

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will to
your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship,
which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announce-
ment in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Sivan 9 sponsored by the Escovitz Family
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Sivan 16 sponsored by the Skolnik Family
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ZACHARIASH
Returns this week!
Immediately after the third Mincha (approx 18:24)

Big Mincha - Small Change
Reminder that the first week-
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 16:00-18:00

1 058-3263914 PLoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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