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We Are In This Together

Then Moshe said to Aaron: “Come
forward to the altar and sacrifice your
sin offering and your burnt offering,
making expiation for yourself and for
the people; and sacrifice the people’s
offering and make expiation for them,
as Hashem has commanded.” (Vayikra 9:7)

The Meshech Chochma the
following question, “If Aharon is

asks

bringing an offering for his own sin, how could it
atone for the sin of the rest of the Jewish people?” He
answers this question by quoting the Gemora that tells
us that if someone is punished because of you, you
will be punished as well. Not only that, but the
Gemora tells us that a person who caused another
person to sin, is not permitted to enter the “michitzaso
shel Hashem” — the same place as Hashem.

This idea has always been a bit difficult for me to
understand. One would possibly think that this is
because the prohibition of — “before a blind person do
not place a stumbling block” is so severe that this is the
reason why he would be punished so severely.
However, we find in Shut HaBach Hachadashos 43 that
even if the person did nothing wrong but via him
something negative happened to someone else, he will
be included in this punishment. He quotes a Chazal
which says that Hashem accosted Dovid Hamelech
because so many people got punished through
incidents that had to do with him. Yet Dovid did
nothing wrong in any of those incidents.

I believe that as hard as this is to understand, the
answer is found in the words of the Meshech Chochma
himself. The Meshech Chochma explains that the reason
that Aharon sinned at the incident of the Golden Calf
was because of his concern for Bnei Yisrael. If Aharon
would be punished for their sin, then Klal Yisrael
would also be punished and would therefore need an
atonement because they caused his sin. However, what
I find compelling is that if Aharon would receive his
atonement, then Klal Yisrael would also be vindicated
for that which they caused to happen. Why should that
be? They did nothing to deserve atonement!

(Continued on page 2)
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Mazel Tov to the Rav and Rebbetzin
on the wedding of their daughter
Serach to Yisroel Meir Levy.

Mazel Tov to Eli and Michal Simkin on
the birth of a son. Mazel Tov to Grand-
parents Rabbi and Mrs. Aharon Simkin,
Brian Bruker, and Sara Bruker.

Shalom Zachor Friday night starting at 21:00 at the
home of Eli and Michal Simkin, Lachish 12/9 (one
floor down). Bris Sunday 15:45 in Ahavas Shalom.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Shemini
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Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




(Continued from page 1)
Punishments often are actually the consequences of one’s
actions. One is not “punished” by his hands being
burned when he puts them in a fire — that is just the
effect of the fire on the hands. So too, a sin affects the
person in a way that the byproduct of his action is his
punishment. That is the natural outcome of the act,
which distanced him from Hashem. All those involved in
this happening are somewhat responsible for that
person’s soul being distanced from Hashem. And
therefore, they too will be affected (by also being
distanced from Hashem). If that is the case, when the
person repents for his sin, his association with Hashem is
repaired, which automatically brings

the people
involved back to Hashem, as the person who sinned is
no longer distant from Hashem. They don’t need to

A friend of mine connected this to the flip side: The
gemora tells us that if a person lost money and it was
found by a poor person, he gets a reward as if he gave
charity directly to the poor person, because a poor
person has benefitted from him. Now that is not fair! The
person was not planning to give charity at alll Why
should he get a reward?! The answer is that at the end of
the day, this person has affected a positive change to
someone else, and his association with that positive
change will bring him reward.

I believe that to many of us, the concept that we are not
alone in our service to Hashem is a given. But this shows
us that we are all really in this together and that the civic
responsibility that we have to one another is much
greater than we thought

May we all merit to cause others only good and not bad,
even by mistake.

Reminder: Spring Forward

Reminder: The clocks were moved for-

ward one hour on Friday morning,

March 25th at 2:00. Below is the general

davening schedule for the summer:

e Shacharis: 06:20, 07:15, 08:05 (08:15
Friday) (unchanged).

e Mincha: 13:15, 15:15 (note the first Mincha will be 13:16
on Sunday through Tuesday this coming week).

e Maariv: 20:15 (in the Hall), 21:00.

e Erev Shabbos: Mincha: 13:30, 20 minutes before Plag, 18
minutes before sunset.

e EARLY SHABBOS: Starts THIS week Parshas Shemini
and continues all summer until Rosh Hashanah. (There
will not be early Shabbos/Yom Tov during Pesach).

e Shabbos Shacharis: 08:15.

e Avos uBanim: 60 minutes before the third Mincha
(17:00 once Pirkei Avos begins).

e Shabbos Mincha: 13:30, 16:00, 45 min. before sunset
(will change to 18:00 and 19:00 once Pirkei Avos be-

gins).

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of mﬁéﬁ‘

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”.

If you would like to add a name to this %
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo

at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please

write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Reminder:
The current list will be erased on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.
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This week’s delectable story by Reb Avishai Hill:
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...But not long after joining and being accepted by the
group, and despite his daring activities against the
enemy, he was victimized by two brawny Gentiles.

One of them forced both of his arms behind his back
and held him still, while his partner attempted to
force-feed him a piece of pork. He clamped his
mouth shut, and shook his head as vigorously as he
could, attempting to confound the bully. Even after
his head was held in a vise...

To read more, please visit:
yourshiur.com/parashas-shemini-2/

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The LAST Pele Yoetz shiur of the
season will be this Shabbos afternoon
starting 15 MINUTES before the last
Mincha (18:00). This week’s topic is 7.
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Shabbos Afternoon!

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or in honor
of a special occasion, and all the learning and davening that take

place in our shul during that day will to your merit. Just 120m per
|sp0nsorship, which is announced via a notice on the “Netziv

[Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announcement in this newsletter.
To sponsor a day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Adar II 17 sponsored by the Messinger Family
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Boys Ages 3-7
learn 30 minutes:
and up learn 1 hour.

Shiva Or Not

I read that there was a mourner on
our street, but I was very nervous
about going there because I feared
there would not be a minyon

(there wasn’t one the day before).
So at Mincha time I began walking towards Ahavas
Shalom. Then I saw a fellow congregant heading the other
way and I began to think—and a few second later I called
out to him “Are you going to the shiva home?” He was.
Even though he was just one person, that gave me the
confidence to go. The mourner was very pleased to see me,
and we soon had a minyon. I am glad I decided to go.

Submit your own short “Chesed” story for publication in the

Ahavas Shalom Newsletter and Website. See the form at
AhavasShalom.org/do-chesed.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.
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SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 HILCHOS PESACH!

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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The Molad will be Friday morn-
ing, 36 minutes after 4 in the af-

ternoon. (Israeli Clock Time 15:45.)
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Rosh Chodesh lean will be next Shabbos

Women’s

™|

with Rav Zachariash

Get Ready for Pesach with the Rav
Motza’ei Shabbos April 2

Starting at 21:00 in the Ahavas Shalom Hall

Ahavas Shalom Kinyan Mesechta

Startmg mesechet Bezizah on Tuesday Aprll 5th
8:15-9:05 Sun-Thurs mornings in the hall.

If you are interested in joining, please be in touch with
R’ Eliyahu Jacobs to receive your free Gemora.

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Sponsor a Day of Learning during
the month of Nissan for just 280m.
Dozens of boys and young men
will be learning throughout Nissan, |
ensuring that the sounds of Torah
never cease in our Beis Medrash
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 16:00-18:00

) 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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