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No Excuses

“...affliction on the skin of the body, the
person shall be brought to Aaron the
Kohen or to one of his sons, the
kohanim.” (Vayikra 13:2)

Many of the commentators take note
that the Metzora was told specifically to
go to a kohen. What is the significance
of going specifically to a kohen?

People who speak lashon hara justify
themselves by saying, “But it is true!”. If that excuse is not
pertinent, they say, “This fellow is a baal machlokes or rasha
and I want to make sure that people should stay away from
him.” (See Hakdama to Sefer Chofetz Chayim).

There are two things that we know about the subject of
machlokes. One is that it is permissible to deviate from the
truth in order to avoid or stop machlokes. We know that
Aharon was an oheiv shalom and rodef shalom. He used to go
to each person in the argument and say, “Your friend really
wants to make peace with you,” thus calming the person
down and bringing about shalom. In other words,
something being true does not automatically mean that that
is the path you should take. Bringing peace and harmony to
people is more important than something being true. This is
the true Will of Hashem. And, regarding the claim that this
person is a rasha for what he is doing, we learn from Aharon
that our job is to help the person, as opposed to
badmouthing him, even if he is wrong. This is a reason to
specifically come to a Kohen, a child of Aharon.

There is another reason to come to a Kohen. When one
rebukes someone else, a common reply is, “It is not your job
to tell me what to do!” or “You are not in a position to
rebuke me, for you yourself do (fill in a sin)” Being a kohen
is a position given to one without earning it and it is his job
to tell you if you are impure. Thus, we see the Torah going
out of its way to make sure that the baal lashon hara has no
way out. However, it does not end there. I recall as a small
boy hearing older men speaking about the fact that they
have some type of ailment, and yet they didn’t want to go
to the doctor. I could not understand what they were saying
(for as a small child being sick was truly a “treat”!). But, as I
grew older, I understood that there were people who were
not willing to meet the truth face-to-face, and they would
bury their heads in the sand rather than accept the truth.

Chazal tell us that there is a progression of negaim: It starts
with nigaei batim (&zaras of the house), and at this first stage

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to the Rav and Rebbetzin on
the wedding of their daughter Serach to
Yisroel Meir Levy. The Kehilla is invited

-

it
to a Kiddush this Shabbos in the hall and the
%% entrance courtyard to celebrate this joyous

& occasion!
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lngPimﬁonal words from the
Rav fo help elevate the
mundane and approach the
preparation with a smile
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the Torah uses the terminology “uba al hakohen” - that he
will (voluntarily) come to the kohen. However, if the
person doesn’t repent, eventually the tzaras will afflict his
entire body. Yet rather than repenting and going to the
Kohen, the person becomes more stubborn, suffering as
the nega afflicts his entire body. At that point his friends
are forced to bring him to the kohen, as shown by the
terminology the Torah uses, “Vihuva el hakohen” — the
person shall be brought to the kohen.

Perhaps the lesson that the Torah is teaching us is that
just like the baal lashon hara will have to face his guilt and
deal with it one way or the other, we too need to learn
that excuses don’t help. If we have a problem in our
avodas Hashem, we should take care of it immediately,
instead of waiting and getting ourselves into more
trouble!
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Spring Cleaning

Many items are left in the shul and
abandoned. The Vaad is undertaking a
“spring cleaning” to sift through the items
which are still used and those which are ownerless.
The cleaning will take place on Motza’ei Shabbos Ha-
gadol (April 9). After the first maariv, we ask the congre-
gants to stay around to help us do the following:

1. Move all the private sefarim to a table outside
2. Move all the coats and clothing outside.
3. Remove everything from the cubbies and dispose of

the junk and put the rest outside.

Once everything has been put outside, the owners can
claim what is theirs and move it back to an appropriate
location inside.

Anything still outside on April 14 after the 21:00 Maariv
will be deemed ownerless and the vaad will do with it as
it sees fit.

N1

bet zvi
nY N

Bet Zvi Corner

This week’s slick story by Reb Avishai Hill:

Rav Sholom Schwadron tells the following story: “My
friend Rav Ezra Barzel and I discovered that a Jewish bar-
ber in the ‘Shuk’ [Machane Yehuda] was using a razor
blade to shave his clients. We weren’t going to lambast
him for this practice — perhaps he didn’t know that this
practice was forbidden. Rather we were going to gently
show him the source for this in the Torah. The fellow was
doggedly stubborn and brushed us away, refusing to even
look into the Chumash that we proffered. His customers
were happy with the smooth look that the razor blades
gave, and nothing else mattered in his eyes....

To read more, please visit:

yourshiur.com/parashas-tazria
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A Daily
Dose of Rav
Chaim zt"I

Sefer Orchos Yosher

Sun-Thur mornings

09:30-09:35
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of m ﬁé %‘

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”.

If you would like to add a name to this %
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo ==

at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please

write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters. Reminder:
The current list will be erased on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

tﬁ\z‘.\lfi Kollel Bet Zvi is proud to offer: t
'a¥ N'a .
Dirshu’s

Mishnah Berurah Halacha Yomi

Meeting Sun-Thu 09:10-09:30 in the Beis Medrash
Maggid Shiur: Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
The shiur is sponsored L'ilui Nishmas

Baruch Eliyahu Ben Pereiz z1

(Father of Peretz Katz)

Join the WhatsApp group and receive notifications
about the shiurim and ZOOM meetings

ahavasshalom.org/dirshu
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Come 3 times and
receive one

Last Chance to
order Matzas!

Price List
Boxes of 1kg of matza (Non-

members please add 10 per box):

. 190m/kg - Hand made (machine ground)
Boxes of 500g of matza (Non-members please add 5w per box):
J 100m/500g - Hand made (machine ground)

Other items (Non-members please add 5 mper item).
J 85/mkg - Machine made (machine ground)
o 40/wbox.- Matza Meal (Kemach Matzot)

Ordering Options:
o Email: Send your order to matza@ahavasshalom.org
o Online: Order form at ahavasshalom.org/matzah

° Phone: Peretz Dissen Voice/WhatsApp: 054-566-5084
Payments:

o Cash — R’ Aryeh Beer or Peretz Dissen

o Bank Transfer
o Credit Card via Aryeh Beer
o Nedarim Plus (online or terminal at front door)

Deadline for orders & payments: 2 Nissan / April 3 23:00
Baking: Monday 10 Nissan/11 April at 16:30.

Get updates at ahavasshalom.org/matzachat

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or in honor &
of a special occasion, and all the learning and davening that take [

place in our shul during that day will to your merit. Just 120m per
|sp0nsorship, which is announced via a notice on the “Netziv

[Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announcement in this newsletter.
To sponsor a day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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Mechiras Chometz

The Rav will be available to help you =
sell your chometz on these dates:

¢ Motza’ei Shabbos April 9: 20:45-22:00

e Monday April 10: 20:15-21:00

e Tuesday April 11: 19:30-20:00 & 21:15-22:00

¢ Contact the Rav 052-763-5938 to make other arrangements.

e
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Forms (in Hebrew and English, and for both the regular
sale on the 14th and the special sale on the 13th) will be
available at the above dates and times, but if you want to
fill them out online and in the comfort of your own home,
download them from:

www.ahavasshalom.org/chometz

The authorization MUST be completed (Date & Signature)
with and in the presence of the Rav Shlit”a

It is an accepted, long-standing Minhag
to compensate the Rav for his time and
effort in selling your Chametz. Some
have written that there is a Halachic ba-
sis for this, and it is a good thing to do.
(From the Sefer Piskei Teshuvos)

—<

Ahavas Shalom Vaad

Note that due to legal and financial concerns, the Vaad cannot
accept donations and then transfer cash to the Rav. If you want
to take part in this long-standing minhag, either give cash/check
directly to the Rav or contact Aryeh Beer to transfer funds direct-
ly to the Rav’s bank account.
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
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TUESDAY: 20:15 HILCHOS PESACH! POIMDT XD NN XHYPHN DR D) At Har” ,nnNa
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link: N NPIGNN SYa RN DY NITY N DR DN
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Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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If you are interested in joining, please be in touch with
R’ Eliyahu Jacobs to receive your free Gemora.
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A SPECIAL Pele Yoetz shiur on SHIURIM [ NP2M DTN IWND JNDD INPHA PInY NBD TY v
Y IND MK RY NP NN NNIDY NAYN NN NN
(such as for matzah and the arba kosos)
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(18:05).
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Sponsor a Day of Learning during the
month of Nissan for just 280m. Dozens of
boys and young men will be learning
throughout Nissan, ensuring that the
sounds of Torah never cease in our Beis
Medrash. See Avishai Hill or donate on the
Nedarim Plus Terminal.
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e Maariv: 20 minutes after sunset (Beis Medrash) 2 7oy 7o
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