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...And he said to his father, “Let my father Mazel Tov to David and Jolene |~
sit up and eat of his son’s game, so that you Gower upon the engagement of 5 0

may give me your innermost
blessing.” (Bereishis 27:31)

“How do I acquire good middos?”
is a question many people ask. It is
such a popular question that there
are now  numerous  books
explaining how to act as a proper
Jew. The question then arises, how can derech erefz
come before Torah if one must learn so much Torah to
know what is proper derech eretz is?!

The Alter of Slabodka addresses this question in this
week’s parsha. He proves his answer based on the fact
that in the ideal world (the world after the arrival of
Moshiach), even the animals will live in harmony with
each other and have refined middos. Certainly,
therefore, man, who was created in the image of G-d,
has an ingrained derech eretz. It is only through sin that
a man perverts this natural inclination, resulting in a
tendency to do wrong.

Chazal tell us (Bereishis Raba 65) that when Esav came
to serve his father, his honoring of his father was
impeccable, to the point that Chazal tell us how far we
lag behind Esav in knowing how to properly serve our
parents. However, Chazal point to one flaw in his
honoring of his parents that in our society might be
overlooked. When offering his father food, he said,
“...let my father sit up and eat,” rather than saying,
“Please my father, sit up and eat.” This lack of
etiquette may seem negligible to us; yet it is
highlighted by Chazal. The Alter expands on this and
tells us that Esav had a really bad day up until that
point. He was very frustrated, for every time he

captured an animal and tied it down, an angel came
and freed it! Yet, says the Alter, Esav was still taken to
task for improperly addressing his father — this one
and only time — based on his own high standard of
honoring his parents.

I would like to note here that even a person who
might be as wicked as Esav (a man who can commit
all three cardinal sins in just one day), regarding the

(Continued on page 2)

their son Gedaliah to Reshit Ben
Tolila of RBS-A.
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Kinyan HaMasechta Chabura

The Ahavas Shalom
Kinyan HaMasechta
Chabura will be
starting the 4th
Perek  of Rosh
Hashanah this
Sunday. Shiurim are
from 08:15-09:00
every Sun, Tue and Thurs. Everyone welcome.
info please speak to R’ Eliyahu Jacobs.

For more

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues this
Shabbos afternoon starting 15 MINUTES
before the last Mincha (15:50). This week’s
topic is Hagadah.

This issue is sponsored in memory of 77 2% 32 9987 prxs on the occasion of his 11th Yahrzeit
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(Continued from page 1)
mitzvos he does with purity, his natural tendency
will be to do those mitzvos 100% correctly.

When someone slips up and does something wrong,
he will often excuse himself by saying, “I am having
a bad day!” Yet was his day as disappointing and
frustrating as Esav’s day was? Esav was not excused
for his behavior because he was having a bad day;
why then do many of us think that this is a good
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excuse?

When someone speaks loshen hara, comes late to
synagogue to pray, or does any action which is
wrong, he may justify his actions by saying, “This is
what everyone else does!” Yet deep down, he
knows what is really expected of him, and that he is
capable of fulfilling these expections. This is because
we are all born with inherently good and pure
middos. So even a bad day shouldn’t quash our true
goodness.

Possibly, this is the derech eretz that comes before all
the books that describe what is right and what is
wrong. As a rule of thumb, I would like to suggest
the following “litmus” test: If you think you are
going to have to justify your behavior to another
Torah Jew, no matter how good your justification
may be, the behavior is probably wrong.

I would like to
close with the
following incident
which illustrates
this thought: The
Satmar Rebbe was
notorious for
beginning his
prayers after the
proper time. One
Satmar chassid proposed starting a new minyan in
Williamsburg which would daven according to the
proper times. The other chassidim considered this an
affront to the Rebbe’s honor and complained to the
Rebbe, “This chassid has no derech eretz!" Yet the
Satmar Rebbe was excited to hear of this new
minyan, which would be at the proper time. The
chassidim were surprised, and asked the Rebbe,
“Why is it permissible for this man start a minyan
that davens on time?” To this the Rebbe answered,
“When this man comes to heaven and they ask him,
‘Why did you daven at this early time?’, he will
defend himself by saying, ‘I just followed Shulchan
Aruch!” Then the Rebbe turned to the chassidim and
asked, “Do you have as good an answer as that for
your davening practices?”

Seuda Shlishis for
Bochurim

Bochurim ages 12-15 are invited to Seuda
Shlishis with the Rav
16:30 in the Hall
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Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy.
Just go to www.ahavasshalom.org/

nedarim and pay via Nedarim Plus. Or
use the terminal near the front door.

Click. Pay. Done!

Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads al
list of names for the “mi shebeirach
for cholim”. If you would like to
add a name to this list, please send
an email to Mrs. Zakoo at
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00.

ALL names were removed on Rosh Chodesh Kislev and
need to be resubmitted again if necessary, R”L.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2
shiurim this coming
week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Chanukah
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Ahavas Shalom Office

Your can reach Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Adminis-
trative Assistant Sunday and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and
Thursday 16:00-18:00 to help you live on the phone
058-3263914.. It is Dbest to write an email
(office@ahavasshalom.org) rather than leaving a voice mes-
sage. Remember that if you contact her outside her work
times, she will not respond until she next logs in for work.
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Ages 3-7 30 minutes before the last mincha - 15:35 - 16:05
Ages 7 and up Motzai Shabbos 19:00-20:00
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Reb Avishai also
gives a fabulous
Gemara shiur every
evening in shul
They just started
Megillah, so now is
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avishaihill@gmail.com for details. 1009V N2ONN MOYXWO Mt 20
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Story Timel

Children between the ages
of 6-13 are welcome to join
R’ Akiva Teichtal for

Story Time.

When: Between Kabalas
Shabbos and Maariv.

Where: The Hall

Netziv Hayom

Sponsorship is 120m for one day, and includes
all the learning and davening that take place in |
our shul during that day. Sponsorship is an- &
nounced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom”
board in the shul, as well as an announcement
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in this newsletter.
To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

29 Cheshvan sponsored by the Berger and Wechsler families
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1 Kislev sponsored by Hananiah Lasker
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Winter Times

Israel has returned to Standard Time. The change in

time will result in the following changes to davening

times throughout the winter

. Weekday Shacharis and Maariv: No changes

J Mincha Sun-Thurs: No changes

J Mincha Gedolah Friday changes to 12:30

. Mincha Gedolah Shabbos changes to 13:00

J Beis Elokim with the Rav changes to 07:50

. Shacharis Shabbos changes to 08:00

. Mincha Ketanah 16:00 on Shabbos is cancelled

J Pele Yoetz remains at 15 minutes before the last
Shabbos Mincha

o Last Mincha on Shabbos is approximately 45
minutes before sunset

o Avos uBanim changes to 19:00 Motza’ei Shabbos
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
) 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If
we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!
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Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin



