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A Life Worth Living

And in order that My fame may resound
throughout the world. (Shemos 9:16)

What was the reason

that many plagues were brought

against Egypt? Would it not have
been enough to give just one
catastrophic plague, scaring
Pharaoh out of his wits and causing
him to let the Jews go?

The Netziv asks a fascinating question: It is recorded
that after each plague, Pharaoh forgot that there was a
G-d and refused to believe that there would be any
retribution for his actions. If that is the case, asks the
Netziv, why didn’t he take revenge on G-d by
punishing His people? This question is answered with
an interesting approach of the Netziv. He claims that in
every plague there was an aspect of dever (pestilence)
which actually killed a certain number of people. The
fear of dying, the ultimate punishment, kept Pharaoh
and the Egyptians at bay, so they never took revenge
on the Jews.

According to the Netziv, when Hashem sent the plague
of hail upon the Egyptians, it was considered the
greatest of all the plagues until that point because it
caused the most casualties. Contrast this with the
story of Yonah: Hashem did not want to kill even the
wicked citizens of Nineveh. On the contrary, He
wanted them to repent and be forgiven. So obviously
if Hashem killed some of the Egyptians, there must
have been a good reason. Which brings us back to the
original question: Why didn’t
Hashem just make one
massive  plague, thereby
saving many lives?

The “one massive plague”
approach was actually the|
philosophy of the Americans
at the end of the Second World
War. They bombed the cities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki,
killing hundred

over a

(Continued on page 2)

Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Shevat
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The Molad will be Monday, 23
minutes and 15 chalakim after 2 in
the morning (Israeli Clock Time 02:07).
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Rosh Chodesh Shevat will be on Monday.

This issue is sponsored in honor of Elisha Seltzer on the occasion of his 17th Birthday —29th Teves!

Ahavas Shalom Office
With Thanks and Praise to Hashem, Mrs. Zakoo’s phone is

finally confirmed to be working! You can
reach her by calling 058-3263914 Sunday
and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and Thursday
16:00-18:00 to help you live on the
phone. Outside of these times, please

write to ofﬁce@ahavasshalom.org.ég[

Remember that if you contact her

outside her work times, she will not re-
spond until she next logs in for work. /7

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vaera
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thousand people, in what was understood at that time
as the most wonderous and frightful form of
destruction. This one massive bombing forced the
Japanese to immediately surrender to the Allied forces
and prevented further American (and Japanese)
casualties in the South Pacific.

The Neiziv explains the Plagues were given to the
Egyptians so that all the world should know and be in
wonder and awe at Hashem’s omnipotence and
omnipresence. If it would have been a “first round
knockout”, the lesson would not be learned well.
Rather it was necessary to drag it out, coax and tease
the Egyptians, making them the
laughingstock of “Pharaoh in pajamas in the middle of the
night”, so that all of humanity should have Hashem in

proverbial

their consciousness. In fact, the one Egyptian who
remained alive eventually became the King of Nineveh
and remembered the lesson well, and thus caused his
nation to fully repent.

The way that the Egyptians were kept at bay, says the
Netziv, was with the threat of death from pestilence.
Upon seeing this Netziv, I wondered: What is this
insatiable desire that humans have to stay alive? For
what purpose do they want to live so badly and not
die? It seems to me that aside from it being human
nature, if they were to die in a plague brought about by
Hashem, it would show that their whole of Egyptian
existence was futile and in the wrong direction. To
waste one’s life is extremely painful.

After a man has lived a full and productive life, it is
easy to show him a few mistakes he made along the
way which he can still correct before he dies. But if you
showed a person that his entire life was one big
mistake, that would be very difficult for him to handle.
We can see this in the behavior of the Egyptians: They
made a “revolution” against Pharaoh and forced the
Jews to go out; but as soon as the fear and the Jews
were gone, they reverted to their ingrained behavior,
and chased after the Jews to bring them back. Their
inner core did not undergo any change. Our job in life
to accomplish and to be productive. When we read this
portion of the Haggadah, part of our job is to move
ourselves to the point that our inner self changes and
connects us to Hashem. This is
accomplishment.

the ultimate

We are living in a time of uncertainty. In fact, there are
many people who are even uncertain if they should be
uncertain or not! But one thing is for sure: Hashem
sends his messages to us through all different round-
about ways in order that we should come to the
realization that Hashem is omnipresent and to follow
His Torah. By listening to these messages, we
transform our lives into lives worth living.
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Bet Zvi News

This week’s thrilling story
by Reb Avishai Hill:

The Square Squire

Moshe, a simple Jew, rented a tavern from the local
Poritz [squire]. The Jew worked hard supplying the
local peasants with their beverages, and his tavern
was popular. But quite often, customers would drink
their fill and leave without paying, or break furniture
recklessly, while engaging in a brawl. Moshe, his
wife and children would then cower behind the
counter, praying that the fight does not turn towards
them. Moshe was prepared to put up with coarse
peasants, bad behavior, and loss of revenue. But one
thing bothered him terribly...

To read more, please visit:

vourshiur.com/parashas-vaera

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of ! 3 "

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. &ﬁaﬁ

If you would like to add a name to this '
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo s s
at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please

write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters.

ALL names will be removed on Rosh Chodesh Shevat and
will need to be resubmitted again if necessary, R”L.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving
TWO shiurim this coming
week. "4

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Beis Haknesses
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube



https://www.yourshiur.com/parashas-vaera/
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PRIZES &
TREATS
FOR ALL!
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FOR A
CHILDREN!
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AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:35-16:05
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Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will to your
merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv
Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an an-
nouncement in this newsletter. To sponsor a
day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

22 Teves sponsored by the Schwartz family
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22 Teves sponsored by the Friedman family
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24 Teves sponsored by the Rav Zachariash and family
for the Rebbetzin’s mother
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24 Teves sponsored by the Beer family
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues
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this Shabbos afternoon starting 15
MINUTES before the last Mincha
(15:50). This week’s topic is NNXYIN

4 Ty TNt

IRYNY DR 92Y WY YA YTV NPIRY DPIVYNN SN

MNY RYY 75 YO NPNY NI DN NIVH IRD 1DYNA

DNN PN DN DX ,DTINN YAV MY T1a5nv D NN

NN DYN DYP DOV DR N DT /N RANY NN

NN 212 )10 RYD PO POV NYYIN 0N NN
SHIRD AN DONN

19 MIRIND 5P, DY) DIRYND DN N DIRY INRD
IPNY 910 PTY NN IMINY ,TIT2 DYYY NPV NN
MYV DN N YOV DIRY NRIN DX Yax NI aY
D912 X N2 KOV TIRND NYP D P DT DR
13 "Noonn” YWY DN (DINND NNNINNA NNT NINIYD
TNONY YII2 HAN SNNYY DITHNIN NX INMIOM NYID
1979 NYIVIND DNNNINNY 1IN DN HNOYI DTN
NY DNOY NY2YION NN .DPINNY 1D DTN NN
NPNOY DOVIND DYNA NHY DPONN PV DY NHaY
PON ,NTIN2 NN YOLPN AR DINP X TYND DY
999391 NINNY NTINID 1INNY NN AYND NN DTPONN
N2 9YTIN MDD DT DY PMN 92NNy NINYN NOVY

DIV ,NYUYNY NINTY OX HY NPN2 DN VNN
NPNY DN DN DN DMV XY DNV D2 DIVYIN
1Y NYIV D NIV TINN 92T AR INY N DNV XY
YW NN DY MNVYN DIDITN YO PMYTIN NN
P 9Y NN NX MDY ,DIDN Y52 XN 'NY N1oND
DN 1IN DX DONN X Y9N DMDNY Navpn

YNS NNwY




LIIIP 7193 DN 3977 SV NIV

St@‘fy rfime! nI'nY? NIYY D'n

(To:p NIAW) PINTTP02 pY TED JYRY

yih G 1IN0 MON NN 1D 995 TNXN N N
Rabbi Akiva N9 NINR N9MN P NN PIaDN 1PN RY DRN
Teichtal DTN AR TINYD 1D DN NIYID IR PNOND

N91 Y5 INROY 2IND NPNIN NORY HRIY 28N
593 MY PHRND 2D DIPIYR YWY NOY NYID
NIN VITH 208N ORIV ,ANHNN DT DX LPWYN DY
NONY Yy 1My DR WY 02 DIPIdNL DPY RY
552V IYIV RIN .NIIYN DY NN NNY B
DNUN D901 XN DXYAY 92T HY VN PN NN
R PININ PMNNN YNYN ,NMND TNON .DMINND YV

ahavasshalom.org/chesed DI DR DINN NI YIS
for more info 9y 792N Non AR NOV N TUNRD 270N 195
D IR TY MONN Yo 1YY NaWN) NN ,DINDN
S5Y Y790 AINRT NYN .DOYIN INMY NN NN
M2 DYYIN NN IDONR NIND NN RO Ny
.DNY NYDYY NN YN DNV NN RN ,TOND
NN NV ,DINNNN PON XN N DRY 1N IR
PIPNN PINORYY 1IMN PINHNY 1N N2V N0
752y ,70PIY DNX NN NYY VIVY KDY N )

MYHY NATN DINN

NYVYNY NNMN YHNR NYAYON NOPHNT NV
DOWN NNNYN PO DIRPIINIRD DY MNDIDION
PPRDIN NIV DIYN DR NN DN .MV
12NV NN DR A 9HR IRNDH NOYND NIM
DHNONM NRHNHNN DIND NIIND NNPN NNINA
DNNN NR NNDXR TN NMDORNN NN NP2
DOYINS NYIM MIAN MOYA MINDY Pn YIdNH
DIIPIRD DINTA DYDY (DI DIRPIINKR

This Shabbos between
Kabbalas Shabbos and
Maariv
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Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you want. It's
so easy. Just go to
www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim and pay via
Nedarim Plus. Or use the terminal near the front door.
Click. Pay. Done!
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