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Powerful Prayer

“And now, 1 assign to you one portion
more than to your brothers, which I
wrested from the Amorites with my
sword and bow.” (Bereishis 48:22).
Targum Unkelos says that the “sword
and bow” refer to Yaakov's prayers and
supplications.

When people look for inspiration,
often there is a feeling that new is
always better. We look to create new avenues to
connect with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, as the old and
traditional ways seem to lack luster. Is this approach
correct, or is this merely the work of the yetzer hara to
divert us from something better? While even old ideas
may need a new presentation in order to inspire us in
modern times, perhaps the fundamental approach
should stay the same?

Reuven has an issue — it could be that he or someone
close to him is sick; or he may need an emotional
bolster; or he needs financial relief — and he would like
to pray to Hashem for his deliverance. Should Reuven
compose his own personal tefillah, or have his specific
problem in mind while saying the regular daily
prayers? The Meshech Chochmah on this week’s parsha
points to an interesting Chazal which enlightens us as
to how to deal with this question. The halacha in
Shulchan Aruch states that if a person has someone sick
in his home, he should go to a Chochom and ask him to
pray, because he will pray with a special intensity. Yet,
Chazal also say (Bereishis Raba 53:14) that Hashem
hears the prayers of the sick person more than others.
How can we resolve these two contradictory ideas?

I would like to suggest something which is based on
the Meshech Chochmah. Yaakov Avinu ascribes his
success in conquering Shechem to “my sword and my
bow.” The commentators point out that the bow and
arrow is used for long-range warfare whereas the
sword is for face-to-face confrontation. Therefore, the
order of the verse should be the other way around:
first “my bow” and then “my sword”. Because of this
question there are those who explain that Chazal
interpret “charbi ukashti” as “my prayers and my

(Continued on page 2)

Life Cycles

Mazel Tov to Yehuda Zeev and
Michal Brown son of Yosef and
Julie Devora Brown, grandson of
Mr. David Brown on the birth of a
baby boy!

Building Update

Last week we announced that the City
Planning Commission (CPC) approved
our request for an increase in our building
footprint, but required an additional 35
signatures. Baruch Hashem within three days we had an
extra 45 signatures, and filed all 115 signatures with the
CPC. We are now waiting for an official response from the
CPC before we move on to the next step.

Thank you all the people who quickly signed our forms,
and to the people who also encouraged others to sign!

End of Year Donations!

Make your donations now before the end of
2021, and get a tax credit on your 2021 taxes.
You have less than 2 weeks to donate to ei-
ther Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom of Ameri-
can Friends of Ahavas Shalom Inc.
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Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memo
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supplications”. “Charbi” refers to the classical
prayers which are said thrice daily as composed by
the Anshei Knesses Hagedolah. The supplications are
personal prayers in which one implores Hashem for
help.

The Meshech Chochmah explains that there is another
difference between the sword and the arrow: The
arrow, though it may have a point, is not very
sharp. It is the force in which the bow propels the
arrow that gives it the ability to penetrate the target,
whereas the sword is razor sharp and does not need
much force to cause untold damage. The sword, he
explains, refers to the prayers instituted by the
Anshei Knesses Hagedolah, with which even if a
person does not have much thought while saying
them, they themselves have the ability to cut their
way straight to Hashem. However, the prayers that
are a product of a person’s own design are
dependent upon how much “kavana” = “force” they
are sent with. Because the average person lacks
kavana when praying, reducing their chances of
being effective, we therefore ask the chochom to pray
the special prayer for us.

This same idea is true and echoed in the Rishonim
with regards to davening with a minyan. The power
of the congregation is so great that even with less
kavana, people’s prayers are heard. However, when
davening by oneself, one needs to have proper
kavana to cause the same result.

I am pained many

l\ = \ times when I see
| people praying with
devotion in shul,
but oblivious to the

fact that they are missing
tefillah  b’tzibur. There are
specific halachos which define
tefillah b'tzibur, and simply
being in shul while others are
) praying (or praying while
‘ ) others are in shul) does not

necessarily ~ constitute  tefillah
b’zibur! There are specific halachos which define
what is tefillah b'tzibur. It is worthwhile to mention
that if you want your prayers to be accepted, your
best bet is to pray with everyone else and not to
think that you have a “better” way to daven.

May we merit to not only pray b’tzibur, but to also
have kavana within our own private supplications,
to the point that our prayers will breach the heavens
and bring about positive results.

Bet Zvi News all

. bet zvi
This week’s tantalizing story 13X ']

by Reb Avishai Hill:

Anger Managment

»

One year, there was a shortage of Lulavim in Bnei Brak.
Reluctantly, R” Avraham Genichovski zt”]l, boarded a bus
heading to Petach Tikvah intending to search the arba
minim shuk there. When he arrived, two young lads
prompted him to look at the merchandise on their stand,
claiming that their wares were the cream of the crop. He
found two lulavim which seemed satisfactory, but the
price they requested though, was far from satisfactory — it
was through the roof!

To read more, please visit:
yourshiur.com/parashas-vayechi-2

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues this
Shabbos afternoon starting 15 MINUTES
before the last Mincha (15:40). This week’s
topic is ANIN.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving
TWO shiurim this coming
week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Beis Haknesses
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Ahavas Shalom Office

Your can reach Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Adminis-
trative Assistant Sunday and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and
Thursday 16:00-18:00 to help you live on the phone
058-3263914.. It is Dbest to write an email
(office@ahavasshalom.org) rather than leaving a voice mes-
sage. Remember that if you contact her outside her work
times, she will not respond until she next logs in for work.



https://www.yourshiur.com/parashas-vayechi-2/
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Motza'ei Shabbos a‘r
19:00

PRIZES &
TREATS
FOR ALL!
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AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:25-15:55

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will to your
merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv
Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an an-
nouncement in this newsletter. To sponsor a
day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

10 Teves sponsored by the Madowicz family
In memory of our relatives who were
murdered during the Holocaust

14 Teves sponsored by the Escovitz family
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of ! A A

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. wﬁaﬁ

If you would like to add a name to this ==
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo g =
at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please

write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters.

ALL names were removed on Rosh Chodesh Teves and
will need to be resubmitted again if necessary, R”L.
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Oneg
shabbos

The Kehila is invited to an
Oneg Shabbos with the
Rav and Rebbitzen
in an EXCITING format!

. At the home of Yosef &
Temima Richards

22/8 Nachal Lachish

. Men, Women and Children
Welcome

. Siyum!

. Starting at 20:00

L’1ur Nisumas CHaiM BEN Dovip

Chesed Committee

Do you know someone who needs meals? Some company
during a sickness? Help with the home?

Write to chesed@ahavasshalom.org and we’ll try to find
someone who can help!

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you want. It's
so easy. Just go to www.ahavasshalom.org/
nedarim and pay via Nedarim Plus. Or use the
terminal near the front door.

Click. Pay. Done!
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
) 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If
we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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