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Whodunnit?

“Now, do not be distressed or reproach
yourselves because you sold me here; it
was to save life that God sent me ahead
of you.” (Genesis 45:5)

After revealing himself to

his brothers, Yosef says,
“Al tay’atzou...” - you should not

feel bad, because Hashem has sent
me here. Rav Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi Shlita asks,
“Does it really make a difference whether Hashem
sent Yosef there or not? The bottom line is that the
brothers did an injustice to Yosef!” Though it may be
that what came about from their actions was a Divine
decree, does that really exonerate them?

When I was in Yeshiva, there was a bochur who came
late to shacharis. He was “accosted” by the mashgiach
for his infraction and asked, “Why did you come
late?” The bochur responded, “That is what Hashem
wanted!” I remember hearing those words and being
amused at his creativity — and chutzpah. But I also felt
empowered because it gave me an insight into
understanding the issue of Hashem’s omniscience and
how it relates to our free will.

What is the response that the bochur should have
received (aside for a punishment for his chutzpah)?
Yes, it is true that Hashem lets us do everything, but it
does not mean that He wants us to do everything! It
could very well be that the result that Hashem wants
could happen in a different manner, and it doesn’t
have to be because of your choice of action. In fact, we
believe that in whatever situation Hashem puts us
into, we can pick ourselves up by the bootstraps and
climb to the most exalted places.

Imagine the following: Reuven is driving his car and
has to swerve to the right to avoid a pothole or
another driver, and thereby forces Shimon to go off
the side of the road in his car. When Shimon exits his
car, he finds an attaché case that is filled with
thousands of unmarked bills! Both Shimon and
Reuven would marvel at the situation and say that
Reuven’s swerve was an act of G-d, which caused

(Continued on page 2)
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Life Cycles

Mazel Tov to Shimon and
Shalhevet Solway on thej
Bar Mitzvah of their son
Akiva! The Aliyah L'Tora
will be in Ahavas Shalom
and the Kehilla is
invited to a Kiddush |

after davening in
Ulam  Ben  Tzvi|
(19 Nachal Micha).
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Building Update

At last, our renewed Land Contract Appli-
cation for the new building was reviewed §,
positively by the City Planning Commis-
sion this week. Our request to increase the
overall square meterage was received fa-
vorably, but in order for us to move to the next stage, it
was concluded that we require an additional 35 signatures
on top of the 70+ signatures we have already submitted.

If you have not already signed the petition, please do so as
soon as possible so that we can receive the final approval.
Forms can be found on the Bima.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayigash
W NwIs naw my

Erev Shabbos T3Y 37
Mincha 1 12:30 'R ATID
Candle Lighting 15:59/16:19 ma3 P
Mincha 2 16:21 =iaiphial
Sunset 16:39 mwpw

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 8:00 gt
Shochein Ad 8:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:14 N30T wp 1 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:01 N7137 w”p T 90
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATID
Mincha 2 X ‘A 7ann
Pele Yoetz 15:40 TV 879
Mincha 3 15:55 '3 nn
Sunset 16:40 mrpy
Ma’ariv 1 17:17 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 17:40 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memoral
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Shimon to go off the road in order to then find the
money.

Then, there are times that a person has no choice
and must perform a certain action. For example,
Reuven is violently attacked by Shimon. To save
his own life, Reuven is forced to kill Shimon. We
can see how the Divine decree forced Reuven to
kill his adversary. But there is also some negativity
associated with Reuven’s action. If Reuven asked if
he should be menachem avel Shimon’s relatives, the
answer would definitely be yes because he was
chosen to be the shaliach for such a tragedy (I am
not discussing right now if one sits shiva on an
attacker such as Shimon). Here too, one has to see
Hashem’s hand in what happened, and yet he still
has a responsibility for what happened.

Rav Ezrachi explains that Yosef understood that all
the trials and tribulations that he went through
were engineered by Hashem to force him to
become the person who could be the viceroy of the
king of Egypt. Thus, Yosef said in this situation, “I
do not see your acts as acts of free will, but rather
from my vantage point I see them only as acts of
G-d.” Thus, he comforted his brothers by saying,
“Look at your situation from my vantage point
and you will not be saddened.” (However, the
brothers would still have to examine their actions
to see if from their perspective they needed to do
teshuva.)

We often have the opportunity to look at
something through two different lenses. One
possibility is, “Why did that person do this to
me?” and in all self-righteousness, we can sit there
and have bad feelings about that person. However,
we have a choice to look at the situation totally
differently and say that Hashem knows that this is
an area in which I have to work, and Hashem sent
me an opportunity to do that work. I should really
be thankful for being placed in a situation which
brought about an opportunity for self-growth. This
opportunity to grow is the silver lining, even in the
cloudiest of situations.
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Bet Zvi News

This week’s tantalizing story
by Reb Avishai Hill:

Tune In!

Hillel, a very simple, hardworking Jew lived in a town of
learned men. He never spoke badly about any person, nor
harmed any living creature. He was awed by the scholars
amongst whom he lived, although he himself was totally
unable to study. He was however blessed with a beautiful
voice, but he it to practice Chazanus
[cantorship].

didn’t use

He used it to learn. But not in the conventional way...

To read more, please visit:
yourshiur.com/parashas-vayigash-2

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues this
Shabbos afternoon starting 15 MINUTES
before the last Mincha (15:40). This week’s
topic is RYT NON.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving
ONE shiur this coming
week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Cancelled due to the fast
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Ahavas Shalom Office

Your can reach Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Adminis-
trative Assistant Sunday and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and
Thursday 16:00-18:00 to help you live on the phone
058-3263914.. It is Dbest to write an email
(office@ahavasshalom.org) rather than leaving a voice mes-
sage. Remember that if you contact her outside her work
times, she will not respond until she next logs in for work.
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Thank you to the Hollander Family
for sponsoring the PITZA!

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:25-15:55
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Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a spe-
cial occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit.
Just 120 per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv
Hayom” board in the shul, as well as
an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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Become a

Story Teller!

Read stories to the Ahavas
Shalom children between
Kabbalas Shabbos and Maariv
on a rotating basis with other

r men.

“XXUZZ="T Please contact Rabbi Teichtal

to schedule your first reading
session.




Oneg Shabbos—Vayechi!

Look for an Oneg Shabbos
next Shabbos, Parshas
Vayechi, with the Rav and
Rebbitzen in an exciting for-
mat! ™

o At the home of Yosef & Temima Richards
22/8 Nachal Lachish

. L’ilui Nishmas Chaim ben Dovid

o Men, Women and Children Welcome

. Starting at 20:00

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of !

. )
names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. wﬁg%

If you would like to add a name to this = .
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo - —
at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please

write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters.

ALL names were removed on Rosh Chodesh Teves and
will need to be resubmitted again if necessary, R”L.

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you want. It's
so easy. Just go to www.ahavasshalom.org/

nedarim and pay via Nedarim Plus. Or use the
terminal near the front door.
Click. Pay. Done!

Tenth of Teves Fast

Davening times are changing as follows:

o Fast begins: Tuesday at 05:14.

e Shacharis 06:10, 07:15 (Hall) &
08:05.

e Mincha at 13:00, 15:15 and 16:00.

e Shiur from the end of Mincha until
Maariv (speaker to be announced).

e Sunset: 16:41.

o Fastends at 16:58.

e Maariv at 17:01.

¢ No Maariv at 19:00 or 21:00.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
) 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If
we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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