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Leave it ALONE

Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled
with him until the break of dawn.
(Bereishis 32:25)
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Hashem alone will be exalted, so too Jacob
(as it is written) “Jacob was left
alone.” (Bereishis Raba 77:1)

As I was leaving shul one day, a friend
of mine asked if I would like to walk

home together with him. In response I
quipped, “Are you afraid that if you walk with yourself,
you may meet yourself and be all alone with yourself?” He
immediately responded, “Your observation is correct that I
am looking for a diversion, but in this case it is from the
blistering heat and not from myself.”

I believe that this phenomenon of wanting to be involved in
the lives of others stems from people being afraid to closely
scrutinize their own lives. Their safe haven is finding safer
pastures to graze in. A healthy person would consider
spending time with himself as the ultimate reinvigoration —
just look at the people who go on “survival treks” in which
they challenge themselves alone against the forces of nature.
However, on a social level, this is even more apparent. Most
people don’t live “alone”, rather most, if not all of what
they do, is driven by social pressures.

The first to hold ground and really do what he believed was
Avraham Avinu. For that reason, he was called “The Ivri”,
meaning that he was willing to be on the “other side”
versus the rest of the world. He stood up for what he
believed in, willing to die for his unpopular beliefs.

One’s environment may also be beneficial, if it helps a
person grow stronger in order to do what his yetzer hara is
trying to prevent. For example: Ideally, we all would like to
do mitzvos with excitement and devotion and in the most
beautiful way possible. Peer pressure sometimes can give
us a shelo lishma reason to bring ourselves to a greater
accomplishment in Torah and Mitzvos. Chazal tell us kinas
sofrim tarbe chachma — the jealously of others who learn will
bring about more Torah learning. In Shulchan Aruch it says
that those who donate to a shul should have their names
inscribed announcing the donation, and according to some
the reason is that this will encourage others to also give.

Yaakov returned to get the pachim katanim — small jugs. All
the commentators wonder why would the extremely
wealthy Yaakov put himself into danger just to prevent a
small financial loss!? They all explain in their various ways
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that this was an act of spirituality, which he obviously
felt that it was worthwhile to do alone.

In some situations, doing a mitzvah in front of others
takes away the connection between that person and
Hashem. Possibly the Angel of Esav tried to divert
Yaakov’s thoughts away from that which he was doing
and to be involved in something else. This may seem like
a small infraction, but it can really spoil the entire Avodas
Hashem.

I know a doctor who is very sought-after. The phone
rings in his house all day long. The pressure on him
became so great that he went to Switzerland without his
cellphone to get some peace and quiet in the Alps. One
late morning he was lounging on a chair, enjoying the
mountain air and scenery, and someone happens to walk

by saying, “Doctor X?? I can’t believe it. I have been
meaning to speak with you for the past few weeks!”
With joy the doctor gave the man the advice he needed,

but commented to his family that his vacation was now a
waste. Sometimes a small interruption when you are
involved in true Avodas Hashem can divert you enough
that you cannot return to your previous upraised state.
This is the meaning of “Livado”. Only when one is alone
with himself, can his Avodas Hashem be in its purest form.

Yaakov ended up championing his challenge with the
Angel of Esav, but it was just not the same afterwards.
There are many great things that came out of it, such as
the name “Yisrael” and a lesson for klal Yisrael to endure
even when we have enemies surrounding us. But Yaakov
did not come out unscathed.

I would like to suggest that when you see someone
doing a chesed, or engrossed in learning or davening,
leave him alone!
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This week’s tantalizing
Reb Avishai Hill:

story by

Standing Strong in Cambridge

Professor Cyril Domb zt”l (1920-2012), was a world
leading physicist whose advancement of theoretical
physics led to a new understanding of everyday
phenomena. But he never permitted furtherance of his
career to sway total subservience to Hashem and his
Mitzvos...

To read more, please visit:
yourshiur.com/parashas-vayishlach-2

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues this
Shabbos afternoon starting 15 MINUTES
before the last Mincha (15:40). This week’s
topic is Horaa.

Library Organizing

Our new librarian, Yehuda Nyssan,
is working to organize all the books
in our library. He could use some §
additional volunteers to enter |
books into the computer catalog,
label books, and various other or-§
ganizational tasks. If you can help, §
please call Yehuda at 050-412-0515.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2
shiurim this coming
week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Chanukah
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Ahavas Shalom Office

Your can reach Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Adminis-
trative Assistant Sunday and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and
Thursday 16:00-18:00 to help you live on the phone
058-3263914.. It is best to email
(office@ahavasshalom.org) rather than leaving a voice mes-
sage. Remember that if you contact her outside her work
times, she will not respond until she next logs in for work.

write an
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D I]:.I n I:.N @ ¢ Sponsor Neiziv Hayom in memory of your

§ loved ones or in honor of a special occasion, and

Netziv Hayom

AUB moves 1.0 MO"’za'ei all thﬁ lfe;rni?qg aEd (ilaveni.rlllg that take pl.ace in
Shabbos a.', 19 :OO our shul during that day will to your merit. Just

120ri per sponsorship, which is announced via a

notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as
an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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10 Kislev sponsored by Family Lippman
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15 Kislev sponsored by Family Reich
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AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:25-15:55
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads al 9 - (] ’
list of names for the “mi shebeirach mﬁa% gto‘w i I IJ:’ e'
for cholim”. 1f you would like to __
add a name to this list, please send = ——
: No $tory Time this week as R’ Akiva Teichtal is

an email to Mrs. Zakoo at

office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. AWAY. Look for %tory Time to return next week,

ALL names were removed on Rosh Chodesh Kislev and] parshas Vayeishev.
need to be resubmitted again if necessary, R”L.
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MISHMAR

NIGHT

WITH
RAV ZACHARIASH

THURSDAY NIGHT
25 NOV 2021

20:20-21:00 CHANUKAH SHIUR L/GHTING
UPwith RAV ZACHARIASH

21:00-21:15 MAARIV

21:15-22:15 THREE OPTIONS!

(i) Libo Chofetz Learning - Beis

Midrash Ask your questions to

the Rav while learning

(ii) ‘9 Days of Chanukah’ Shiur -

Ezras Nashim—-Given by Rabbi

Akiva Teichtal

(iii) Chanukah Halachah Cha-

bura - Beis Midrash—Given by

Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen

SIYUM & SEUDA in the Shul Hall

with Music

FRIDAY MORNI
26th NOVEMB

22:15-23:15

09:10-09:50 Parsha Insights by HaRav Zach-

ariash Shlit'a
In the Shul Hall with refresh-
ments

10:00 - 1:30Private meetings with the Rav
Appointment only - limited
space. Contact
office@ahavasshalom.org

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy.
Just go to www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

and pay via Nedarim Plus. Or use the
terminal near the front door.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

Cellphone: 052-763-5938
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman

binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
) 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org

Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish
Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If

we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah

Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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