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Absorbing Blessings

And Yisro said, “Blessed be
Hashem...” (Shemos 18:10)

We often find ourselves in the
midst of totally unexpected events.
In fact, just the other day I was

driving towards a particular

intersection where normally I

ﬁ%—— would have to wait at
-1

a red light. Yet quite

surprisingly, this time the light was
green. As I drove through, I mentioned

to one of my children, “I hope I didn’t
use up all of my merits for this miracle to happen.”

Obviously, I was only joking, and clearly I understood
that there was Divine Providence involved, and
Hashem arranged it so that I could reach my
destination more quickly than I originally expected.
Praising Hashem for these types of events possibly
corresponds with the idea of saying “Shira”.

Yisro made his way to the Jews in the desert and he
praised Hashem by saying, “Baruch...” The Gemora in
Sanhedrin (94a) says that it was a disgrace that Klal
Yisrael had never said “Baruch...” until Yisro did. Rav
Nosson Wachtfogel Z”L, the Mashgiach of Lakewood,
asked, “What do you mean? Klal Yisrael said “Shira’ on
the sea! Isn’t that just as good as saying ‘Baruch’?” He
answered his own question in a fascinating way.
Miracles are miracles, and they are beyond our
understanding. When they happen, we may be
humbled, and sometimes even brought to our senses.
But does the miracle actually obligate us or not? He
quotes a gemora in Brochos that says before a person
partakes of food, he uses the word “baruch” when
asking permission from Hashem to allow him to
partake. It is not enough that he recognizes that the
food was grown by the grace of Hashem. He must
praise Hashem and ask permission, and only then
partake of the food.

Yisro was so moved by the happenings at the Yam Suf|
that he realized that it demanded that he come to a
new level of closeness to Hashem. He therefore

travelled all those miles to get that closeness.
(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Hananiah and
Merav Lasker on the birth of a
baby boy! The Laskers will
host a Shalom Zachor in their
home  starting after 20:00
(Nachal Micha 18/1. Men enter through side
entrance, women enter through building). The bris
will be announced at a later date.

Condolences to Ayal Melamed
(A former member of our
kehilla) on the loss of his
father, Dovid Melamed. Reb
Ayal can be reached at 054-555-
4414.

Building Commiittee

The building committee has been working
very hard behind the scenes. Look for an #
update in next week’s newsletter and

online on the Building Blog!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Yisro
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Erev Shabbos T3Y 37
Mincha 1 12:30 'R ATID
Candle Lighting 16:27/16:47 ma3 P
Mincha 2 16:49 =iaiphial
Sunset 17:07 mrpY

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 8:00 gt
Shochein Ad 8:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 8:28 N7307 ©7p 10T 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 9:15 N7137 w”p T 90
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATID
Mincha 2 X ‘A 7ann
Pele Yoetz 16:10 TP 879
Mincha 3 16:25 '3 nn
Sunset 17:08 mrpy
Ma’ariv 1 17:45 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 18:08 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




(Continued from page 1)

There are times when things happen to us, and we even
recognize the Divine Providence, but do we respond by
showing an added closeness to Hashem? Let us go back
to the “traffic light” example, in which the light was
miraculously green. Was my next tefillah said with more
intent because of Hashem’s Divine Providence?

I heard a joke this week that I think has a message
which is important for us to think about at this time. A
man walks into a pharmacy to buy his antigen test, and
he asks the man behind the counter, “Could you give
me three positive and two negative tests?” The person
who told me this joke was obviously expressing his
frustration at the perceived chaos in which he lives.
When one takes an antigen test, it is not a question of
flipping a coin. It is to be interpreted as an act of
hishtadlus. We are supposed to be calmed down by
knowing that we did what we were supposed to do.
Whether or not the answer is “correct” is not related to
whether it was the right thing to do or not. Just as, for
instance, a person who needed to support his family
and he opened a store, but not one customer came the
entire day! He definitely did his hishtadlus, but that
doesn’t mean that he was successful in bringing home a
paycheck (maybe he should check out why people
didn’t show up?).

In these trying times people look for a bedrock of
stability. If we do what we are supposed to do, though
we are never guaranteed success, we are guaranteed
that we did the “correct” thing. Hysteria sets in when
we think we do not know what to do. We must check
and evaluate our situations and ask the questions to
those who have the ability to direct us on the correct
course of action. Still, regardless of our actions, and
regardless of whether we are doing something holy or
mundane, the results of all our efforts are controlled by
Hashem.

And just as before we benefit from olam hazeh, we make
a brocho, so too, before we embark on an endeavor, we
should plead to Hashem for success.

May we merit to live in a time of tranquility where the
brocho is apparent, and not just to serve Hashem from
afar, but do as Yisro did: Move closer to the places of
holiness to absorb more brocho.

Story Timel

With
Rabbi Akiva Teichtal

This Shabbos between
Kabbalas Shabbos and Maariv

The worlds stands on three things: Torah study,

Temple Service and acts of kindness. Since the Temple
Service has been taken away from us, we must do our best
to reinforce these two remaining activities (Torah study
and acts of kindness) (Ahavas Chesed part Il chapter 12).
Past stories are archived at AhavasShalom.org/do-chesed.

We invited a single Russian faky 1o our
Shaboos. table for funch, buct a5 | was
g Shabn Huiden” with the (88
J:ammfmf Ngl\t slwlﬂml‘ufon
‘the dbor. aﬁwvm(m‘\
gvtbhfv%tmtl\atm\sfxtm% wife and | m." wartwftosrw(’
wmran Ngl\twwl\tlw%bwtmmfamttbwbarrm'%lw%
aﬂw? wdwr Haw setting while my wife fistracted her. B she never
WMMM{H\WWMMW@MHMMNRM&

3. Hachnasas

Orchim

This includes Shabbos meal invites for new members and

with the Rav

The Rav will be giving
TWO shiurim this coming
week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Beis Haknesses
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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PRIZES .
TREATS
FOR ALL!

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos Afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:55-16:25

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Nefziv Hayom in memory of your CRE

loved ones or in honor of a special occasion,
and all the learning and davening that take
place in our shul during that day will to your
merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv
Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an an-
nouncement in this newsletter. To sponsor a
day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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16 Shevat sponsored by the Solway family
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18 Shevat sponsored by the Links family
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19 Shevat sponsored by the Lubetzky family
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Ahavas Shalom Office

Mrs. Zakoo, the Ahavas Shalom Administrative Assistant,
can be reached Sunday and Tuesday 11:00-13:00 and Thurs-
day 16:00-18:00 by calling 058-3263914 or writing to
office@ahavasshalom.org. She can help you live with dona-
tions, scheduling time with the Rav, sorting out member-
ship issues, and other shul-related matters. Please note that
if you send an email outside of her work times, she will not
respond until she next logs in for work.
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Once, on a Shabbos morning, Rav Mordechai Sharabi
zt”l was surrounded by a group of students and
admirers, and as usual he was expounding words of
Torah, which the group drank in thirstily. He was
talking softly, and no one needed to strain to hear his
voice. Suddenly, the peace was broken by the jarring
roar of a motorcycle tearing round the corner. It was
a nonreligious young man out for a spin on the
empty roads. But when he saw the Rav and his
entourage walking along, he decided to have some
fun at their expense...

To read more, please visit:
yourshiur.com/parashas-yisro-2

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Each Shabbos, the Gabbai reads a list of | 3 "

names for the “mi shebeirach for cholim”. mﬁaﬁ

If you would like to add a name to this %
list, please send an email to Mrs. Zakoo = 7

at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 16:00. Please
write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters.

Pele Yoetz Shiur

The Rav’s Pele Yoetz shiur continues
this Shabbos afternoon starting 15
MINUTES before the last Mincha
(16:10). This week’s topic is MXYIN

Quick Pay!

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING you
want. It's so easy. Just go to
www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim and pay via
Nedarim Plus. Or use the terminal near the
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish
Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:
) 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org  Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lifecycle@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If
we don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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