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unusual occurrence?” He explains that it is to prove that
the incident came from Hashem, so that the nations of the
world will fear starting up with Hashem’s children.

I would like to offer a different approach as to why this
miracle was necessary. Many times people see signs and
indications about what is going to happen. Whether it be
clouds informing us that it is going to rain, or that interest
rates are rising, which will cause bonds to go down, they
have worked out in their minds that everything is going to
occur as they envisioned.

I would like to examine the events that happened in this
week’s parsha. Bilam had a vision from Hashem in which
Hashem told him not to go with the officers of Balak to
attempt to curse the Jews. Bilam manipulated that vision so
that it meant, “I can’t go with you.” Bilam had another
vision from Hashem in which it was quite clear that
Hashem did not want him to curse the Jews and would not
let it happen. Bilam the prophet, knowing exactly what
Hashem had said, discounted the vision and proceeded to
go along as if his original plans would work out. What was
Bilam thinking?

We hear of people being treated in the hospital for lung
cancer, and when no one was looking they would sneak
out to the terrace and have a cigarette. In this case we don’t
ask, “What are they thinking” because we know they aren’t
thinking! They are just driven by their addiction to
cigarettes, for which they could always find some
justification why it is OK for them to smoke right now.

This part of human nature seems to us like a quirk, but it is
really a misused gift from Hashem.

Avraham the Patriarch was told by Hashem that Sodom
must be destroyed, as the inhabitants were great sinners. It
seems obvious to me that Hashem weighed the pros and
cons, coming to a clear conclusion that His proposed action

(Continued on page 3)
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Larry Goldberg ié having surgery wﬁg%

performed on Sunday morning.

Please have Aryeh Elyah ben %

Miriam in your prayers.

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.

Subscribe to our email list and get notifications
directly to your inbox! Ahavasshalom.org/list

There are also instant ways we communicate }: :<

with members. Speak privately with Lev Seltzer A

for more information.
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New cycle of Mishnah Berurah has started!
Get Semicha from rbssemicha.com in 3.5 years.

Q&A: My Shabbos Pony

During a long Shabbos afternoon, Hudy and Rivky
left their bungalow colony and went _ for a
stroll to Lake Kiamesha. As they walked

on the rural road, they passed a home with a small
pony on the property. "Look at the cute /%] .| pony,"
Rivky screamed. The gentile owner heard Loy and

offered her a ride — which she quickly
accepted before Hudy could say
anything. Has Rivky violated a
Biblical
Rabbinic prohibition by riding
a pony on Shabbos?

Rivky has violated a Rabbinic

as the Rabbis were concerned that the rider might

break a branch off a tree to use to make the horse
walk faster. There is no Biblical prohibition of riding a

prohibition or a

prohibition,

horse — even in a city without an eruv. A horse is also not
considered to be carrying a person, since a living person
(who is capable of walking) is considered to be carrying
himself, as is said: "Chai nosei es atzmo."

OC 305; M.B. 61

Q&A: I’ll Take A Light!

Dovid Lipshitz needed to get away from it all, so
his father-in-law took him and his wife to the
"Kiamesha Village" bungalow colony for some
peace and quiet. But he was not used to it being so dark
outside and, while leaving the "bungalow shul" on Friday
night, he didn't see the steps, tripped, and landed on his
head, losing consciousness. Someone contacted Hatzolah
of Monticello but the dispatcher said that, while the driver
knew where the "Kiamesha Village" bungalow colony
was, he wasn't sure where Dovid was right now and
asked someone to stand at the road opposite the shul with
a flashlight, to save time. There was an emergency
flashlight at the exit door of the shul that turned on when
it was removed from the wall. Mr.
Goldberg can take the flashlight,
thereby turning it on, and stand on
the road, or he can ask Herman
Pingel, the gentile
keeper" who is standing next to
him, to turn on the flashlight
and stand at the road. Who
should take the flashlight according to the
Mechaber and the Rema?
According to the Mechaber, Mr. Goldberg, the
adult male Jew, should turn on the flashlight and
stand at the road. According to the Rema, since
Herman Pingel, the gentile, can get the flashlight just as
quickly as Mr. Goldberg, Mr. Goldberg should tell Herman
to do it. Telling him to do this is only a Rabbinic
prohibition and, by doing so, Mr. Goldberg will minimize
chillul Shabbos. OC 328:12
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Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of
your loved ones or in honor of a
special occasion, and all the learning
and davening that take place in our
shul during that day will to your merit.
Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv
Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please
contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

11 Tamuz sponsored by the Klein Family
1’y 901 1992232 N NPAY NI

11 Tamuz sponsored by the Links Family
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Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad
event), please make sure to send a notifica- ™
tion to lev@ahavasshalom.org! Remember: If 8) v
you don't tell the newsletter staff, your an-

nouncement may not be published in the newsletter!
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Shabbos Afternoon:
Boys Ages 3-7 learn 30 minutes; 7+ 1 hour.

17:00-18:00
%l EHOCOLATE
| CHASE
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YOU can Sponsor AuB:
Treats: 100 ¢ Chocolate Bars: 150w
Ice Cream: 180m

' 0P O PP P P TP TODPDPDDPDPDDPDDPDPDPODPODODPTODSS
» - "
%




GROWTH

THROUGH THE

PARSHA

WITH
RAV ZACHARIASH

SUNDAY NIGHT

JULY 2

20:15-21:00
SHUL HALL

RKE
WitHa RaAv AvrRaaaM BAruCH

/ ACHARIASH

18:24 SHABBOS AFTERNOON

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 GOING To WORK
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Videos are also available on ahavasshalom.org

Redeem Your Pledges!

ToP 3 METHODS PAYMENT METHODS:

e Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door
e Online at ahavasshalom.org/NEDARIM
« PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

.
e Credit card terminal via Mr. Beer
e American Friends of Ahavas Shalom at

ahavasshalom.com/donate (donations in USD)

e PayPal Giving Fund ahavasshalom.com/ppg

Payment can also be accepted via

Please help our bookkeeper by always writing a note—or sending dj
separate email —which explains the purpose of your payment/donation.
If appropriate, please also include the parsha or date. Thank you!!

(Continued from page 1)

was the right thing to do. Then He let his prophet know
what was going to happen as a sign of His closeness to
His prophet. Reb Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi points out
that that is not how Avraham saw the situation. He
understood that Hashem was looking to him to be a
defending advocate to placate Hashem and to save
Sodom.

This is counter to seeing things on a superficial level.
Avraham, just like Bilam, interpreted the prophecy in the
opposite way that one naturally would. But his using this
gift for the good revealed the beauty of man, in that he
can rise above the simple understanding of the world
around him.

Bilam, on the other hand, used a demented approach to
explain away that Hashem was the
opportunity to change His mind. This was Bilam’s way of
life. By the plague of Halil, it says (Shemos 9:21) that those
who didn’t pay attention to the word of Hashem, left their

giving him

slaves and animals in the field. The Targum Yonatan Ben
Uziel says that this verse refers to Bilam!

I would like to suggest that a person who misuses the
gifts G-d gave is worse than an animal who never even
had these gifts. Imagine that the donkey tells Bilam,
“Even I can see what is
coming! What is with
YOU?!” Again, he goes off
to argue and discuss the
situation with his donkey,
as if

there is nothing

unusual in having
intelligent

with a donkey!

an
conversation

Hashem was pointing out to him, “Can’t you see? If not,
then you are misreading the situation!”. Yet, Bilam forged
forward. I believe the lesson to us is that a person can
always legitimize what he wants to do — but perhaps it is
worthwhile to stop and take stock of the situation from an
unbiased viewpoint and make sure we are reading things
in the right way.
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The well-attended
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Rabbi Akiva Teichtal and
Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
for their shiurim.
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will help to save some time and enable the flow of the Shabbos '\\")NW" 205,792 NONa .DYYa YV YIN T NN
service to remain consistent. The list was erased on Rosh Chodesh
Tammuz, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.
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