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Out of Service

“(The Kohein Gadol) may not defile
himself for any deceased person,
including his father and

mother” (Vayikra 21:11)

The Torah tells us in this week’s
parsha that the Kohen Gadol is not
permitted to contaminate himself by

participating in the funeral of his
brothers, sisters or even his parents,
in the service of
Hashem. This is quite striking, for on the other hand the
Torah says that a “regular” Kohen is permitted to

because he is

contaminate himself. In fact, according to one opinion in
the Gemora, there is a mitzvah in the Torah for a regular
Kohen to contaminate himself! Indeed, it seems strange
that Aharon HaKohen, who was the ultimate example of
caring for his fellow Jew, would have to act callously to his
loved ones, including his parents who raised him. What is
1 so special about the Kohen
o Gadol? The obvious answer
to this question is that
somehow  his  intense
relationship with Hashem
precludes his ability to
release himself from that
sphere to enter a different
one.

There is a story told about the Chofetz Chaim, which took
me a while to understand. The Chofetz Chaim had a son
who was a great Tzadik. The son became sick while doing
a mitzvah and eventually passed away in the midst of
doing another mitzvah. At the time of his demise, the
Chofetz Chaim was out of town and unreachable, and so
the son was buried without the father being present. As
people were returning from the funeral, the Chofetz Chaim
arrived in town and when told what happened, said over
the following story: During the Spanish Inquisition there
was a woman who had only one child. When that child
was given the choice to convert or die, he chose to die. At
that point the mother looked towards Heaven and
proclaimed, “Ribono Shel Olam, aside from You there is
nothing in the world that I love except for my son. Now
that my son is gone, I will use that love for you alone!” The
Chofetz Chaim said, “I too, would like to make that
statement: Hashem, I love my son immensely, and now
that he is gone, I am giving that love to you.”

(Continued on page 3)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yehuda and Tamar
Nyssen on the birth of a grandson to
their children Chana & Avraham Yosef
Boxer. Shalom Zachor Friday night at the
Nyssen residence Nachal Dolev 25B/12.
- e -

Mazel to Reuvain and Yitta
Mendlowitz on the upcoming marriage
of their daughter Atara to Menachem
Sommer, which will take place on Lag
B’Omer (May 9) at the Beit HaEla Hotel

(chupah will finish before sunset).
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This week the Shiur begins at 18:24
and will remain at this time until August 12.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Emor
TR nwis naw mh
Erev Shabbos S 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R A7I0
“Early Mincha” 17:38 “NRTpIn” 1o
Plag Hamincha 17:58 N 378
Candle Lighting 18:45/19:05 a3 np7n
Mincha 3 19:07 '3
Sunset 19:25 ypw
Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:15 maaa
Shochein Ad 08:45 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:24 R7307 7P 107 91D
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:14 NEaly; P DT 91D
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
Mincha 2 16:00 '3
Mincha 3 18:00 3NN
Pirkei Avos 18:24 MaR °pas
Sunset 19:26 mypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:03 s Putlivial
Ma’ariv 2 20:26 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or in
honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul during that day will to
your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is announced
via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as
well as an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a
day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

16 Iyar sponsored by the Helprin Family
'y YN MDY N2 NNAT s

17 Iyar sponsored anonymously for a Refuah Shelayma
for Dovid Aryeh Ben Chava

New cycle of Mishnah Berurah starting June 5.
Get Semicha from rbssemicha.com in 3.5 years.

Q&A: Considering Kosel Kid Kriya
8-year-old Sruli Kagan was very excited to visit his
big brother Yitzchak Tzvi at his Yeshiva in the Old
City. After showing him around the yeshiva,
Yitzchak Tzvi took his brother to the Kosel — the first time
his little brother had seen it in many months. Yitzchak Tzvi
had already ripped his shirt at the beginning of the
semester when he saw the Kosel. Should his little brother
Sruly rip his shirt?
1.Yes.
2.No.
3.He can do whatever he wants.

3. He can do whatever he wants. There are

opinions both ways. One opinion says he does not

need to rip, since ripping at the age of 8 would

only be for the purposes of education. We hope that, by the

time the boy is 13, the Holy Temple will have been rebuilt,

thereby obviating the need to rip or to learn about ripping.

Other opinions state that Sruly should rip his clothes so

that others should see this rip on a child and become
distressed over the destruction of the Holy Temple.

YD 340:27; O.C. 561 Dirshu note 12

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Boruch Hashem, the most successful YBHZ yet
of Ahavas Shalom has just ended, with some
bochrim topping 80 hours of learning! Please

speak to Avishai Hill
(Avishai@ahavasshalom.org)
to help cover costs.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two
Shiurim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 HILCHOS SEFIRAS HA’OMER
All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Videos are also available on ahavasshalom.org
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All SHIURIM ARE RECORDED AND AVAILABLE ON AHAVASSHALOM.ORG




Redeem Your Pledges!

Did you make a pledge during Pesach? Redeem your

pledge now via one of these easy payment methods:

¢ Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door

e Online at ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

o PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

o Credit card terminal via Mr. Beer

e American Friends of Ahavas Shalom at
ahavasshalom.com/donate (donations in USD)

e PayPal Giving Fund ahavasshalom.com/ppg

Please help our bookkeeper by always writing a note—or sending a
separate email —which explains the purpose of your payment/donation.

(Continued from page 1)

What I didn’t understand was that while there can be a
conflict regarding a person’s love (e.g. two sons or two
brothers), a person can simultaneously love both his
father and his son. It does not seem to me that there is any
conflict at all! So how is a person’s love for Hashem
diminished by the fact that he also loves his child at the
same time?

Today’s computers can have multiple windows open at
the same time, each one running a different program
without any conflicts between them. However, the more
windows that are open, the longer it will take to execute a
command - because there is only so much that can be
done at one time by the internal processor.

Yes, there is no competition between one’s father and
one’s son. One can love them both. But the emotional
capacity to love is limited like a computer’s processor,
and therefore divided by the two. This is what the mother
meant and the Chofetz Chaim echoed: “I consecrate my
love for you, Hashem!”

Yonatan Ben Uziel says (Devarim 33:9) that when the
Kohanim go to do the holy work of Hashem they must
take leave of their families, to the point of not knowing
them. This means that their regular familial obligations
must be suspended when they consecrate themselves in
the service of Hashem. This level is obviously suspended
in the case of the passing of a close relative. However, for
the Kohen Gadol, even this is considered an infraction on
his need to be totally absorbed in his holy work.

My father, Zichrono livracha, told me that when Rabbi
Ruderman was studying in Slabodka, his father died and
the Alter didn’t tell him until the zman ended, at which
time he sat shiva. The Alter said it was a bigger merit for
the father to his son to learn with hasmada than for the son
to say Kaddish for him.

Obviously as the verse clearly tells us, there are different
levels expected of each and every individual regarding
how much we have to cut ourselves off from the world in
order to serve Hashem. For example: should one leave his
learning seder to go to a grave on a Yahrzeit?

Something to think about.
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Shabbos Afternoon €7~

= 17:00-18:00

Boys Ages 3-7 learn 30 minutes; 7 & up 1 hour.

Sponsor AuB during the

summer and help get the
boys and their fathers into
the Beis Medrash!

"\ Treats: 100m
"+ Chocolate Bars: 150m
)T ce Cream: 180

AYOS UBANINM

Monday 19:15-20:15

Immediately followed by Lag B'Omer in the Park
Sponsor the Treats and Prizes for just
250nis.

E°

Lag B’Omer Volunteers

Lag B'Omer is fast approaching and the or-
ganizers of our 'Lag B'Omer in the Park' £
need your help:

Wood Collectors: Please help

us to collect wood for the shul
bonfire and leave it in the alley
behind the shul hall. Please do not =
leave the wood anywhere else on the Ty
shul grounds! -

Setup and Service: We need volunteers, men, women
and youth for the following If you are

able to help, contact Hananiah Lasker, Shimon Young,
Binyomin Rubenstein, Shuli Harris or Merav Lasker.

tasks.

. Setup (a few hours before Lag B’'Omer)
. Managing the food service stands during the event
. Pack up and clean up after the event.
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