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Back to Front

“And He said, you cannot see my face, for
no man shall see Me and live.” (Shemos
33:20)

We just finished Purim and the idea
of “Vi'nahaphoch Hu” is still with us.
Interestingly, in this week’s parsha

we have a similar expression.
Hashem says, “You can see my back,

but you cannot see my front.” I

thought that maybe there is a similar
theme and lesson to be learnt by the resemblance between
this verse in the Parsha and the Megillah.

There are those who, when purchasing a book, will
immediately turn to the end and read how it turns out. I
am not sure exactly why they do so, but it seems that their
impatience outweighs their desire for suspense, and
therefore they are willing to forgo much of the drama and
suspense in order not to have to wait. I would suggest that
if you were to ask them, “Is it worthwhile?” they would
probably answer, “It is not a good idea, but I enjoy doing it
that way anyway.”

Perhaps this concept is applicable to the Purim story as
well. Imagine if the Jews in Shushan knew in the beginning
that eventually the Jews would be saved, and Haman
would be killed. The story would just not be as engaging a
story. However this seems to not to be necessarily true. For
if we were to look at the megillah, we would find
something amazing: Mordechai says to Esther that if you
don’t put your life on the line for the sake of the Jewish
people, you and your family will be lost, but Klal Yisrael
will continue. In other words, Mordechai seemingly knew
the outcome of the story, and yet he was able to live with
the urgency where others need uncertainty to gain.

I have seen the following statement written: “So, what
would you like? A G-d that we can understand? What kind of
G-d is that at all?” Unfortunately, there are millions of
people who (because of their need to understand) ask:
“Why did Hashem bring about the Holocaust?” To them it
is a strong question, for from a human standpoint it is
difficult to understand. But what about from G-d’s
standpoint? Perhaps, if those people were more connected
to G-d, it would be more understandable to them. In other
words, these people are judging G-d with their human
yardstick and thus they remain with questions.

I mentioned recently that historically it is obvious that the
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yehuda Aryeh &
Judy Gross on the engagement of
their grandson Elozor Field, son
of Shmuel & Shlomit Field of
Jerusalem, to Chaya Goldstein of
Beit Shemesh.

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Join Rav Zachariash for the last few

remaining shiurim on Pele Yoetz this
season. Starting at 16:50—15 minutes
before the last Shabbos mincha.

Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim

Sponsor a Day of Learning
during the month of Nis-
san for just 280m. Dozens
of boys and young men
will be learning through-
out Nissan, ensuring that
the sounds of Torah never
cease in our Beis Medrash.
See Avishai Hill and do-
nate easily on the Nedarim Plus Terminal.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Ki Sisa
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Erev Shabbos 3w 37
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 70
Candle Lighting 17:07/17:27 ma P
Mincha 2 17:29 =Raiaklal
Sunset 17:47 mrpY

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:00 maaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 W oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:09 N7309 w”p 1T 91D
Latest Shema — G'ra 08:53 87137 w”p T 9
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 70
Pele Yoetz 16:50 wr 879
Mincha 3 17:05 '3 nn
Sunset 17:47 mwpw
Ma’ariv 1 18:24 i Puimivial
Ma’ariv 2 18:47 '3 3NN

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Matzah Orders

Order your matzah NOW! Deadline
for orders is March 21 at 23:00.

The best way to order is online
ahavasshalom.org/matza
Full price list is online.

ZOOFﬂl/kg - Hand made (machine ground)

Questions? Contact Peretz Dissen Voice/
WhatsApp: 054-566-5084 or write
matza@ahavasshalom.org

Join the Kehilla for baking Matzas on
March 28 (Nissan 6) at approx. 17:30.
Get updates on baking:
ahavasshalom.org/matzachat

Shiurim
with the Rayv

The Rav will be giving 2 Shiurim for g
men this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos PESACH

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Q&A: Pita For The Birds?

Mrs. Kagan's home was sparkling clean two days

before Pesach, and she outlawed the possession of

chometz in the home by anyone. For dinner,
Yitzchak Tzvi made a BBQ and everyone ate the meats with
pita bread in their private backyard. During the meal Mrs.
Kagan saw that Sruly dropped a piece of bread on the
ground, and Avrumy threw his leftover pita at Goldy, but
missed, and the bread landed in the bushes. Does Mrs.
Kagan have to make sure all the bread is cleaned up, or
may she rely on the birds to eat the bread before Pesach?

Mrs. Kagan must clean up all the bread in the
backyard. She may only rely on the birds if she is
unsure if there is chometz. But in this case, she saw
the bread there after the meal, so she must remove it and
her husband must do a bedika of the backyard before
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Pesach.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or
in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul during that day will
to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Nefkziv Hayom” board in the

shul, as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To
sponsor a day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.
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(Continued from page 1)

rebirth of a robust Orthodox Judaism (which hadn’t
existed for the most part in pre-war Europe) was actually
built from the ashes of the Holocaust. Indeed, that is a
silver lining that is understandable to us. This may not be
a fully satisfying answer, but with hindsight we can
develop new perspectives.

When Moshe Rabbeinu requested from Hashem, “Let me
see your ways”, Hashem replied, “...you will see My back
but My face shall not be seen.” (Shemos 33:23) The Chasam
Sofer relates a fascinating mashal. When one looks at a
person wearing tefillin

from the front, he sees r
two independent straps
cascading down from
his shoulders. He would
not see any obvious
connection between
these two straps at all.
Whereas if the observer would look at this person from
the back, it would be clear that these two straps are part of

the same intricate unit — just different sides of the same
knot. This is exactly the point that Hashem meant when
He showed him His “Tefillin knot”: We may not be able
to see this “connecting knot”, but we understand that this
is the handiwork of Hashem and our questions cease to
exist.

The Kedushas Levi takes this one step further. When one
watches an artist beginning his work on the canvas, all
that one sees are strokes of different colors of paint,
seemingly totally haphazard, with no rhyme or reason for
their positioning. But he would not exclaim, “This makes
no sense!”, for he understands that he does not yet see the
complete work of art. One who has complete trust in
Hashem wouldn’t need to see some justification, even in
hindsight, because he never questions what Hashem did.
The Kedushas Levi explains that the word ALEF (97x)
backwards is PELE, wonderment. Seeing things as they
are developing can leave people wondering. Some people
need to see that aftermath to have belief and through their
astonishment they will come to believe in Hashem. Such
was the story of Purim. Klal Yisrael needed the events in
this story to occur (without knowing the ending), to raise
their belief in Hashem, that He is the orchestrator of
everything and it is all good. Mordechai never had the
question and therefore knowing the end of the story
didn’t affect his feeling of urgency to do the right thing.

Now, after we have strengthened our belief in Hashem ,
and knowing that He loves Klal Yisrael even after we sin,
we should also be able to strengthen our belief that there
will be a redemption despite not seeing signs that we can
understand. We no longer need the uncertainty, as we
have learned our lesson from Purim and the Golden Calf.
This is the perfect lead-in to Pesach, for now we can begin
our preparations for Pesach with full belief that from
beginning to end Hashem is in control and will redeem
us.
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Thank you to Shimon Goldwater

1231 NIax &

otza'ei Shabbosumtas

AuB Shabbos afternoon fo
ages 3-7: 16:35-17:05
TREATS &
PRIZES

and family for
sponsoring the PILZA last week
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Sponsor Avos uBanim:
Treats and Prizes: 200w
Pizza party: 270 ¢ Ice Cream: 160w

Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info
AUB@ahavasshalom.oE
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