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The Journey

“...Go for yourself from your land, from
your relatives, and from your father’s
house to the land that I will show
you...” (Bereishis 12:1)

“... to give him (Avraham) reward for
each step that he took.” (Bereishis Rabba
39:9)

“... to give him (Avraham) reward for
each utterance that Hashem said.” (Rashi
12:2)

While the words of Rashi sound very poetic, they really
need an explanation. Is there truly more reward for
every word uttered? Indeed, this question is discussed
at the beginning of creation: Why was it necessary to
have so many statements from Hashem to create the
world? However, in our situation, I think that the
answer is quite obvious. I know a man who was having
issues with his parnasa. He went to America to earn
some money, only to have his earnings taken away
from him unjustly. Now he is working in Israel in a city
away from his family, and upon pondering his
situation he said, “It seems to me that I have a
Heavenly decree to be in exile. I appreciate that
Hashem has lightened my sentence and my exile can
be observed here in the Holy Land.” But how long and
how painful is it for this man to depart from his family
every week, returning only on Erev Shabbos? For this
man, every week is difficult as he wonders when his
exile will end.

Every statement which directs us closer to a goal, but is
ambiguous and lacks clear definition, makes one more
unsettled, and causes the test to be that much more
difficult.

However, the Medrash Rabbah uses
terminology than Rashi and says that Avram would get
reward for each and every step that he took, as he was
not told where he was going.

a different

HaRav Berel Parvarsky Shlita wonders why would one
get more reward for each and every step? Is it due to
the extra effort to take the step, or is there something
else going on? He explains based on a Ritva in Sukkah
(25) that sometimes we have a mitzvah to perform
someplace, and the journey is just preparatory for the

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Shlomo and Brocha
Hollander on the Aufruf for their
son Yehoshua and his upcoming
wedding to Ella Friedman. The

g

"
Zm 1-13

I#

kehilla is invited to Kiddush
immediately after davening to celebrate this
special occasion!

.. ACACACACACA

()]
L 4O

A

Mazel

== The

8

Tov to Yisrael
Lowenstein on the Bar Mitzvah of
their son Zev Yitzhak Lowenstein.
The Aliyah 1'Torah will take place at
KSY (Dolev 12—Shacharis at 08:00).
Kehilla
% Kiddush at Motzei Mayim

is invited

¢» (Lachish 33) starting around 11:00.

and Lisa

to a

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Join Rav Zachariash each Shabbos
afternoon 15 minutes before the last
mincha for his shiur on Pele Yoetz.
This week, the shiur will begin at 15:50

on continue on the topic Znus.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Lech Lecha
T 97 was naw my

Erev Shabbos 73y 37
Mincha 1 12:30 'R ATI0
Candle Lighting 16:11/16:31 ma3 np7In
Mincha 2 16:33 37NN
Sunset 16:51 ypw

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:00 maaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 07:56 8704 wp a1 41D
Latest Shema - G'ra 08:42 N7937 WP 10T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Mincha 2 x '3 713N
Pele Yoetz 15:50 TP K79
Mincha 3 16:05 '3
Sunset 16:50 mpw
Ma’ariv 1 17:27 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 17:50 '3 2N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Q&A:Trader Joe’s Chumash Cover

Reuven's son Hudy had a cover for his chumash —

made from a plain brown paper bag (Hudy felt

that the words “Trader Joe’s” was sufficient, and no

further decoration was necessary). By Chanukah, the cover

had ripped and Hudy wanted to replace it. May he throw
the ripped cover out or must it go into geniza?

Hudy may throw out the ripped cover, as the pa-
per bag is only protecting the cover of the chu-
mash; it is considered a tashmish detashmish. How-
ever, if Hudy wrote “CHUMASH” on the cover, then it
would be proper to put the cover into a different bag first
so that it will not appear as if a chumash was being thrown
into the garbage. Source: Siman 154 M.B. 14

Q&A: Crystal Stick-on Stone
Gems Chumash Cover

Reuven's daughter Rivki made a beautiful cover for

her first siddur with glitter glue, Crystal Stick-on

Stone Gems, decals, and colorful markers. At the
end of the year, the siddur was still in good condition, but
the cover was ripped and no longer useful. May the cover
be thrown out, or must it be put into geniza?

The cover must be put into geniza. This is because

the highly decorated cover was made by Rivki to

honor and beautify the siddur. The cover has a

classification of tashmish dekedusha and requires geniza after
use.

Source: Siman 154 M.B. 14

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Stumped? Come to the Rav’s Halacha Shiur on Tuesday nights to
catch up on the halachas of Hilchos Beis Haknesses
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main mitzvah. Other times the journey itself is the
mitzvah. In this case, where Hashem did not tell Avram
where to go, but just said, “Go”, it became a situation in
which each and every step was not just a preparatory
step to get to a new place, but rather a mitzvah unto
itself.

I would like to suggest a similar idea based on a gemora
in Sotah. The gemora tells us of a lady who would go a
great distance to get to a synagogue. The Tanna asked
“Don’t synagogue
neighborhood?” to which she responded, “There is schar
pesios (reward for the steps).” (The Marshag asks why is it
if there is a reward in the steps, the halacha is that when
one gets an Aliyah he should take the shortest route to
the Torah. Perhaps he should instead take the longest
route to the Torah and get a greater reward? I believe the
answer is that it is wonderful to get more reward, but not
at the expense of the congregation!)

her, you have a in your

One will get a reward for all actions that lead to his
performing a mitzvah. It is obvious to me that when one
spends much time and effort looking to find a Lulav and
Esrog, even if the Rav ends up declaring either to be
passul, one will still get reward for his search. Isn’t this
obvious? It seems to me that this is being referred to in
the verse in Tehillim (55:15), “Biveis Elokim Nihalech
birogesh” (a person should go to the house of Hashem in
RoGeSH = Ruach Geshem SHeleg — winds, rain, snow). The
act of going to synagogue is part of the mitzvah. We
enjoy the service of preparing for the service. Whereas
with other mitzvos, such as blowing the shofar, there is
no inherent benefit gained by going a longer distance to
hear the shofar.

In our service to Hashem, many times we wonder,
“What is the right thing to do?” We get upset because we
don’t understand exactly what Hashem wants from us.
We need to realize that this lack of clarity in our journey

is part of our mission. The journey itself is serving
Hashem, and sometimes in an even greater way than if
we knew where we are going or what we are supposed
to be doing. I think it is worthwhile for us to realize that
this journey to find the proper way to serve Hashem may
actually be our avodah in and of itself and the place of our
greatest growth.




New Shiur from Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen

Olas Tamid

Written by Rav Shmuel Hominer Z”L

Get an in-depth understanding of the regular tefillos by
investing just 5 minutes each day.

Sun - Thurs 09:30—09:35

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
If you have cholim that you would like mﬂg%

the Gabbai to mention during Shabbos

day davening, please submit these

names via email to

Zakoo at ofﬁce@ahavasshalom.org by

Thursday at 12:00 (Please write the Hebrew
names using Hebrew letters). This will help to save some
time and enable the flow of the service to

remain consistent.

The names will remain on the list until the end of
the Hebrew month, at which time they will be erased and a
new list will be created. You'll see a reminder to resubmit
names each month in the newsletter.

Thank you and Refuah Shelaimah!

Fulfill YOUR Chosson Torah Pledge

Thank you to all the people who made pledges to-
wards the Rav’s Chosson Torah Aliyah. OVER FIVE
THOUSAND shekels were pledged...

...but there is close to 2500 unpaid!

Don’t let this opportunity slip away. Please fulfill your
pledges from Simchas Torah now so we can give honor to
our Rav.

Here is how you can fulfill your pledge:

e Contact Aryeh Beer (050) 418-8669 or
02-992-0578. Reb Aryeh can even ac-
cept your payment via credit card on
the phone.

e Nedarim Plus terminal near front door

e Nedarim Plus online ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

e PayPal in ILS ahavasshalom.org/donate

¢ Credit card in USD ahavasshalom.com/donate

e PayPal Giving Fund (no fees) ahavasshalom.com/

ppg

Reminder: If you have been contacted by Mrs. Zakoo
regarding outstanding pledges, when you send her
proof of payment, please also include a note specify-
ing which pledge you fulfilled so she can apply the
funds properly.

AuB moves to Motza'ei
Shabbos at 19:00

Learn for an
hour an get a

slice of Pizzal
Pizza is sponsored by
Reb-Avishai-Hill

Support Avos uBanim
by sponsoring the Chanukah or Grand Finale
Pizza Party for 275 ILS, or by sponsoring
the weekly prizes and treats for 200 ILS.

Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info
AUB®@ahavasshalom.org

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:30-16:00
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A new shiur forladies
With Rav Zachariash
Sunday Nov 20

20:15-21:00
in the shul hall

ARE YOl SHBSCRIBED?

Make sure you're on the Ahavas Shalom Email List!
Sign up at ahavasshalom.org/list

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just 120m per

Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Cheshvan 12 sponsored by the Katz Family

51 X9 13 PN 7993 v

sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announce-
ment in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact

Fall Back

Israel has returned to Standard Time The
change in time resulted in the following
changes to the davening schedule:

e Mincha Gedolah Erev Shabbos:

12:30

e Shabbos Shacharis 08:00 (Yishtabach at 08:30)
e Shabbos Mincha Gedolah: 13:00

e 16:00 Shabbos Mincha: Cancelled

e Last Shabbos Mincha is approximately 45 minutes
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav  Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20 Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00
Cellphone: 052-763-5938 1 058-3263914 D<office@ahavasshalom.org
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028 Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav  don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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