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When Is It Enough?

“And may G-d Almighty give you mercy
before the man...” (Bereishis 43:14)

RASHI: A Midrashic explanation is: He
who said to the Universe, “Enough!”,
may He say “Enough!” to my troubles. I
have had no rest since my youth —
trouble through Laban, trouble through
Esau, the trouble of Rachel, the trouble of
Dinah, the trouble of Joseph, the trouble
of Shimon, the trouble of Benjamin
(Genesis Rabbah 92:1).
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INVITES ALL WOMEN & CHILDREN OF

THE COMMUNITY TO OUR

Imagine the following: Klal Yisrael had a large army, went
to war against the Greeks, and won the war! After the war
was over, the Priests from the Holy Temple returned to the
secret hiding place where they had hidden all the pure oil,
and lo and behold, all the oil was intact and ready to be
used immediately for the rekindling of the Menorah in the
Temple. If all this had happened, would we be celebrating
Chanukah now? We understand that the miraculous nature

of the many into the hands of the few, the strong into the SUNBAY EVENiN 6:30PM-8:30PM

hands of the weak, etc. brings us to realize what we should 70S CHANUKAH / DEC 25 ll“;’l‘:‘:-lnlss ﬁlglau“ns:gk

know and feel all the time, which is that Hashem is
running the world. When things just seem to work out as
we expect naturally, we often fail to see that Hashem is DOUGHNUT DECORATING! MENACHEM THE CLOWN!
CHANUKAH QUIZ WITH RAV ZECHARIASH!

also the orchestrator in these mundane situations.

I saw a parable on this subject by Rabbi Shimshon Pincus
which I believe really hits the point.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Mikeitz

A child goes to the store with his parent and asks his TPn nwas naw rnﬁ
parent to buy him some kind of a treat that costs a few
shekels. The parent responds, “It’s too expensive!” How Erev Shabbos f3p 3
does the child feel when he hears this response? He feels Mincha 1 12:30 'R 130
that he is not even worth these few shekels, for the child Extra Mincha 13:30 jgfa[sikininhial
knows that for these few shekels he would be pleased, Candle Lighting 16:04/16:24 iakmh! J‘IP‘T‘I.‘I
and yet his parent is not willing to spend this money on Mincha 2 16:26 9 =130
him. We adults then tell the c':hild, “No, your parent Sunset 16:44 "y
loves you, and you s.houlfi not ]u‘dge your pa%‘ent based Shabbos Day e O
on the fact that he said this treat is too expensive.” Even
. . . Brachos 08:00 ma7a
with this statement of reassurance, many children would e Ad =
not be certain that their parent really loves them, or how Shochein A 08:30 e Y1
much that love is really worth. Latest Shema — M. A. 08:20 NaD7 P Bt o
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A few days later, this same child is in desperate need of - -
. . Mincha 1 13:00 - pighlal
something more, not just a treat. The parent takes off a
d . . Pele Yoetz 15:45 oy x99
ay of work, spends an enormous amount of time with - -
the child, and lavishes his love on him. Now the child is || | 2incha3 16:00 3 N3
certain that his parent loves him. Unfortunately for the Sunset 16:45 wWpY
Ma’ariv 1 17:22 'R 2P0
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Spotlight on New Members

Shmuel and Marge (Mazel) Binder
made Aliyah from Baltimore 1 year
ago, with their son Benzi and live on
Nachal Shacham. Shmuel is now able
to learn in the morning while working
for his American employer in the af-
ternoon, and Marge has been busy
enjoy shiuring and getting the whole
family adjusted to Eretz Yisroel.

David Brown graces us with the fol-
lowing words: Faith-Family-Friends
one stop at our synagogue what a blessing
to pray with people you love —David

Alan and Gina Freedman made aliyah
to RBS in December 2020 from Man-
chester in the midst of corona and live
on Nachal Lachish. Alan is a retired
dentist. The Freedmans are delighted
to be close to their daughter (who also
lives in RBS) and to be part of Kehillas
Ahavas Shalom.

Yaacov and Shira Gitstein made Ali-
yah from New Jersey, USA 13 months
ago with their 2 daughters Rivka and
Rachel. Every day we are 20 DY9D10

NM2Sfor the Mdtof living in our
land amongst our people. We are
very excited to be part of the Ahavas
Shalom Community!

David and Staci Margulis made aliya
from Chicago just over a year ago and

are now living the dream here in RBS
on Nachal Noam. They join four of
their children who are living in Israel.
In a former lifetime, David was a den-
tist with the most extensive music col-
lection for a dental office and Staci
was a beloved Jewish early education
morah. David enjoys playing bass
and eating leftovers. Staci is working
part time and spoils the grandchil-
dren.

Rafael and Sarah Schuster made Ali-
yah from Brazil 16 years ago and after
spending their first year in Jerusalem,
they now live on Nachal Lachish with
their 6 children. Rafael is a program-
mer and Sarah is a graphic designer.

Yaakov and Zahava Schlesinger, made
Aliyah from Santiago de Chile last
July, directly to Bet Shemesh. Both are
physicians and live on Nachal Lachish
with their 3 children. Yaakov also en-
joys drawing and developed
“Mamlechet Kohanim”, a Tanach-
based card game for children.

Yonason and Jenny Serle made Aliyah
from Chicago 3 years ago and they
live on Nahar HaYarden with their 5

children. Yonason learns in kollel and
teaches classes on various subjects,
and works part-time in the computer
software industry, and Jenny is a kal-
lah teacher and women's educator at
Neve Yerushalayim as well as other
locations in Yerushalayim and Beit
Shemesh.

Yehudah Sunshine made Aliyah 13
years ago. After spending 3.5 years in
the old city and another 4 in Zichron
Yaakov Yehudah came to rbs where
he lives with his two sons on katlav.
Yehudah works in cybersecurity mar-
keting and was recently recognized
for his contributions by being named
40 under 40

Aitan and Yael Zacharin made aliyah
from Baltimore 3 years ago, after liv-
ing in Miami for 4 years. They now
live on Nachal Revivim with their 4
children. Aitan comes from a back-
ground in biotechnology and consum-
er products and today runs a company
that invests in a variety of early to mid
-stage ventures. Yael is a dental hy-
gienist and is in the process of trans-
ferring her license to work in Israel.

Netziv Hayom

New Member Chanukah Kiddush

You are cordially invited to a festive
Kiddush THIS Shabbos, Parshas
Mikeitz/Chanukah/Rosh Chodesh
Where we will officially welcome all the

new members to our Kehilla!

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or in honor of
a special occasion, and all the learning and davening that take place
in our shul during that day will accrue to your merit.

Kislev 25 sponsored by Mrs. Phyllis Perl
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Kislev 26 sponsored by the Escovitz Family
vy 99790 YN N2 DN Ny

Kislev 28 sponsored by the Reich & Berger Families
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(Continued from page 1)
small child, catastrophe had to almost strike in order
for him to appreciate that which was obvious to others.

Our appreciation of Hashem would have been lacking
(like the boy before he was in the desperate situation) had
the war against the Greeks been won in a natural way.

When Hashem created the world, the process was set in
motion in a way that it would complete itself to the
fullest. The Daas Tevunos explains the gemora, which
teaches us that Hashem had to say dai! (enough!), for since
He wanted Man to complete the world, He had to place
him in an incomplete world. Hashem wanted us to
complete ourselves and the world. This means that
inadequacies are actually a blessing in disguise. Based on
this, Rav Pinchas explains that this is why Hashem made
this world incomplete: So that we should see His hand
and His love for us through that which we have to
accomplish. Regarding the prayer which Yaakov offered
in the source verse above, Yaakov was davening that we
should be in a position where Hashem’s salvation brings
about a realization of Hashem’s love for us and therefore
we should no longer need bad things to happen in order
to feel this.

Every year on Chanukah we have an obligation to not
only commemorate, but to relive the euphoria of our
victory, as we say in the brocho, Bayamin haheim bazman
hazeh. Just as in those times, so too in our times. Though
we are spared the physical tension of having to go
through this test, we are expected to share the same
feelings of closeness to Hashem that they felt andto be
grateful to Hashem for all the miracles that happen day in
and day out (whether we see them or not).

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Beis Knesses

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
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A Shabbos Story

By Yaakov Gitstein, a new member of Ahavas Shalom

Every Shabbes Chanukah we would go to our
brother and sister in laws” home in Flatbush,
Brooklyn.

Shabbes Chanukah is always one of the shortest of the
year, and the traffic between New York and New Jersey
islways a challenge.

We would all take the day off from school or work and
allow up to 3 hours of travel time for the drive which is
about 28 miles or 45.5 km.

It was stop and go traffic the entire drive there!

By the time we parked the car and arrived at our intended
destination, it was candle lighting time.

When we arrived, Shira’s sister informed us that we were
staying somewhere else in the neighborhood. We had no
idea where we were staying, or how to walk there, but
wherever it was we knew we had to walk really quickly!

As we were walking, Shkiah was rapidly approaching.

It was clear to us we were not going to be able to arrive at
our host’s home on time.

We looked at all the homes and could see that people
were already lighting their menorahs before lighting their
Shabbes candles.

I then said to Shira, “we are going
to need to find a place to store our
stuff. We are not going to make it
to our destination on time.”

At that moment, I looked at one
house, and said, “this is the place
where we are going to stay for
Shabbes, “they have such a
beautiful menorah!

Hashem was very kind to us. We knocked on the door,
they looked at us with a slightly bewildered look, and
then graciously welcomed us in. The first question they
asked of us, complete strangers to these folks, was “Did
you light Chanukah lichtzen yet?”

Later, I explained my rationale for knocking on the door
of this particular family. I said, “those who are meticulous
to beautify the mitzvah of Chanukah candles above and
beyond the requirements, will be meticulous with the
mitzvah of hosting guests which requires a much greater
effort.

At the moment when one realizes that all is lost, it then
becomes abundantly clear that our help always comes
from Hashem through miracles at the speed of light. The
light that Hashem shares with us every day provides us
with the clarity and strength to sanctify our time through
the performance of mitzvos; in our story, the mitzvah of
Nairos Chanukah and the opportunity appreciate and
acknowledge the majesty and beauty of a miracle.
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19:00 Motza'ei Shabbos

AuB Shabbos afternoon for ages 3-7: 15:30-16:00 )
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Treats and Prizes époﬁsored by Rabbi & ’
Mrs. Teichtal as a zchus for a Refuah
Shleimah for Moshe Aryeh ben Nechamah.
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e First Shacharis at about 06:16 (Sun & Mon)

e Second Shacharis 07:15 meets in the hall (Sun & Mon)
e Extra Mincha about 16:20 (20 minutes before sunset)
e Extra Maariv about 17:00 (20 minutes after sunset)

e Schedule returns to “normal” at Mincha on Monday.
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