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Different Strokes for Different Folks

For this mitzvah that I am commanding
you today...(Devarim 30:11)

The Rambam has a very long section
on hilchos teshuva in his magnum opus
Mishneh Torah. Yet the Shulchan Aruch
omits hilchos teshuva completely! Rav

Yaakov Kamenetsky asks, why is it
that such an important mitzvah was
not included in the Shulchan Aruch?

I would like to start my answer with a
fascinating gemora about the story of Reb Elazar ben
Durdaya. The gemora relates that this man sinned to the nth
degree. Yet at a certain point, when he realized the
magnitude of what he had done, he had great remorse and
cried himself to death. At that point a heavenly voice
“ordained” him as “Rabbi” Elazar ben Dudaya (meaning
that he reached the level of a Tanna!), and the gemora seems
to relate that his teshuva was accepted. This seems difficult
to understand because Reb Elazar did not say wvidui!
According to many poskim, including the Rambam, a
complete teshuva must include the recitation of vidui. So
how was Reb Elazar’s teshuva accepted?

The gemora also says that a person who gives tzedakah in
order that his son should recuperate is considered a “Tzadik
gamor”. Similarly, the gemora says that a man who married
a woman on condition that he is a “Tzadik gamor” is
possibly a viable kiddushin, because maybe he thought
about doing teshuva. But how can these acts be sufficient
for complete teshuva? We know that both of these men
sinned yesterday and today they did not go through all the
steps of teshuva! (For if either went through all the steps,
there would be no chidush in the gemora). How can these
two men be righteous if they did not do teshuva properly?

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky seems to say that while it is true
that there are a set of halachos in the Rambam for doing
teshuva, one does not always need to take that exact path in
order to achieve repentance. There are possibly different
paths for different people and different sins. Therefore, Rav
Yaakov says that the halachos in Shulchan Aruch are those
which are finite and unchanging; applicable equally to
everyone in all situations (which is not the case with
teshuva, which is why it is omitted).

As an example of this idea, Rav Aharon Kotler says that
through learning Torah one can achieve repentance for a

sin which he did, though there seems to be no connection
(Continued on page 3)
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Lifecycles

Mazal tov to Yitzchak and Penina Reichenberg  ~========;
on the engagement of their grandson Meir \':“ &0 i,":»’
Moshe Dickman to Bracha Rubenstein. Mazal b A /:_,;\ /'
tov to both extended families! '

S
L7275 W

24th Anniversary Kiddush

Please join us in -_—
celebrating the
anniversary of the
founding of our Kehilla.
This Shabbos after
Shacharis in the Hall.

/ ACHARIASH

17:54 Shabbos Afternoon. Ezras Nashim will be open.
LAST SHIUR OF THE SEASON!

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Nitzavim-Vayeilech
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Erev Shabbos S 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
“Early Mincha” 17:17 “nRTpIn” 1o
Plag Hamincha 17:37 Anan 379
Candle Lighting 18:18/18:38 a3 np7n
Mincha 3 18:40 3 7man
Sunset 18:58 ypw

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:15 maa3
Shochein Ad 08:45 v W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:43 87307 v7p 1T 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:29 Nty wp DT 410
Mincha 1 13:30 'R M0
Mincha 3 17:30 ‘37
Pirkei Avos 17:54 Man *paa
Sunset 18:56 mpw
Ma’ariv 1 19:33 'R 2PHD
Ma’ariv 2 19:56 guin b {9/

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Member Prices
First Seat: 250m
Spouse and dependent children: 150m

Assoc. Members: 1st Seat: 350m » Add’] seats: 250

Non-Members: 500w

To receive the member price:

®  You must be a full member (not an associate member).

e Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in full.

¢ You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat keva” or
credit card, or must pay dues (190m per month.) for August,
September and October 2023 in full.

Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion.

Credit cards: Nedarim Plus ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

PayPal ahavasshalom.org/ynseats

Please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange seats and payments.

with the Rav

The Rav will be giving two shi-
urim this coming week.

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 HiLcHOos CHOL HAMOED

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Videos are also available on ahavasshalom.org

73al nlax

Shabbos Afternoon: 16:30-17:30 §

Boys Ages 3-7 learn 30 minutes; 7+ 1 hour.

NOTE NEW TIME
CHOCOLATE CHASE

LAST EHANCE
TOGETA
¢HPCOLATE BAR!

172aprnynav vinNeGa
TPV qron

YOU can Sponsor AuB:
Treats: 100 « Chocolate Bars: 150m
Ice Cream: 180m

Some questions for Rosh Hashanah!
From RBSsemicha.com

Q&A: Shofar or Minyon. Choose One!

Moshe
discovered that at the Rosh Hashanah minyan in
Cochecton, NY, there was no one who knew how
to blow shofar (nor was there even a shofar in the
minyan). But, there was someone who knew how to lead
the davening properly, and there were at least 10 men
there. The closest place to hear a shofar was by Bob
Goldstein in Galilee, PA, who wasn't having a
minyan for Rosh Hashanah, but said he would
happily blow for Moshe. Moshe can't walk
between these two locations on
Rosh Hashanah because they
are too far away, but could
choose one or the other. Which
should he Rosh
Hashanah?

1. Minyan without shofar; or 2. Shofar without minyan.

Rosenberg was in a dilemma: He

choose for

2. Hearing the shofar on Rosh Hashanah is a

Biblical obligation, while davening with a

minyan on Rosh Hashanah is not. In fact, one

could fulfill his Biblical davening obligation by making
any request of Hashem in his own words.

OC595M.B. 1

Rosh Hashanah & Kids

Many women daven all morning on Rosh Hashanah, but
several have told us that they have difficulty hearing the
Shofar due to the small children who are brought into the
room at 10:00. We
we will have a sec-
ond shofar blowing
at 12:45 and a third
shofar blowing at 17:20

each day of Rosh Hashanah.
Women with small children are asked
to leave their children home** under
the care of the fathers and come to
hear the shofar in the afternoon.

Kesiva v’Chasima Tova!

would like to remind everyone that

**A “small child” is any child who cannot stand by themselves.
A child in a stroller or held by the mother must remain out-
side the room at the 10:00 shofar blowing.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
If you have cholim that you would like the N " T
Gabbai to mention during Shabbos day wﬁgﬁ

davening, please submit these names via
email to Mrs. Zakoo at %
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at
12:00 (Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This
will help to save some time and enable the flow of the Shabbos

service to remain consistent. The list will be erased for Rosh
Hashanah, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.



mailto:office@ahavasshalom.org
https://Ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
https://ahavasshalom.org/ynseats
mailto:brad@ahavasshalom.org?subject=High%20Holiday%20Seats

(Continued from page 1)
between learning Torah and the sin itself.

We see this idea in other aspects of Torah, where there
may be unique variations for each person to perform
those acts. For instance, the amount of chesed that one is
obligated to do may differ from person to person.
Similarly, the gemora says that a Talmid chacham has an
obligation to have a small amount of arrogance, whereas
this is forbidden for a regular person. We see that there
are aspects of following the Torah which are tailor-made
for each individual.

I had the merit to sit by Rav Moshe Halberstam (1932 —
2006), the well-known posek and descendant of the Divrei
Chaim (Chaim Halberstam of Sanz, 1793-1876). People
often came in to him to find out what regimen of teshuva
they should pursue for a sin which they committed. His
answer was always personalized for that person. For
some it was giving a particular amount of zedakah; for
others it was reciting Tehillim; and for others there was a
mix of learning, fasting, and perhaps other activities. It
seems to me that the reason for this is because the
purpose of teshuva is to get the person back to where he is
supposed to be in his relationship with Hashem. In
normal situations, all those halachas listed by the Rambam
are in place. But in certain situations, we can perhaps find
an alternative route.

If we take a step back and digest what we have just said, I
believe that checks and balances are in place. Each person
who sins, heaven forbid, has a different level of defiance,
and therefore he has a different level of teshuva which
must be done. There is the classic way to take care of the
situation which is found in the Rambam. I believe that the
Rambam is telling us that this is the guaranteed way. We
therefore strive to follow the steps of the Rambam. But
this does not negate the fact that there are other ways to
do full teshuva. In fact, the Rambam himself writes
(Teshuwa 2:1) that if one is in the same exact situation as
when he sinned and doesn’t sin again, he is a full Baal
Teshuva, despite his not fulfilling all of the Rambam’s
steps!

As the days of teshuva are upon us, I think we should all
take into account that Hashem has personal demands
from each of us. We need to ponder how much “classical”
teshuva must be done, and how much “personal” teshuva
must be done before the day of reckoning.

May we merit to reckon correctly.

Share a Simcha? CommEMORATE A YaHRzE)

Consider sponsoring Netziv H ayom at
Ahavas Shalom, and all the learning in our Beis
Medrash for one day will be in the merit of your
choosing.

Sponsorship is just 120,

To sponsor a day please contact netziv@ahavasshalom.org

Daled Minim Guide

The Rav gave two inten-
sive shiurim in 2017 on
the Daled Minim which
are available on YouTube
and the Shul’s OneDrive
account. View them here:

ahavasshalom.org/4m-guide

Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad event),
it is so easy to have it included in the next news-
letter! Just send an email to lev@ahavasshalom.org!
Deadline is 11:00 Thursday. Reminder: Sending an instant
message or an email to anyone else will probably result in
your announcement not making it to the newsletter!

Start 5784 with a Clean Slate

Before you “dip the apple in the honey”, please
consider dipping into your wallet to pay off S
any outstanding pledges and dues you might _
still have from 5783. :

The easiest way to pay is to use the NE-
DARIM plus terminal or Nedarim Plus
online at ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

You can also use PayPal at ahavasshalom.org/donate
or use USD at ahavasshalom.com/donate

See Mr. Beer if you have any questions about your account.
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SELICHOS

AT BEIS MEDRASH AHAVAS SHALOM
MoT1zA’El SHABBOS PARSHAS NITZAVIM-VAYEILECH

00:05 OPENING WORDS FROM
RAv AVROHOM BARUCH ZACHARIASH

00:37 START OF SELICHOS
WOMEN’S SECTION WILL BE OPEN

DURING THE WEEK, SELICHOS WILL BEGIN 25 MINUTES
BEFORE SHACHARIS*. NOTE THAT THE 7:15 MINYON WILL
SAY SELICHOS AND DAVEN SHACHARIS IN THE HALL.

- THE 6:20 AND 8:10 MINYONIM WILL BEGIN SELICHOS AND
CONTINUE THROUGH SHACHARIS IN THE BEIS MEDRASH.

*05:45 SELICHOS FOR THE 1ST MINYON ON SUNDAY MORNING)

Rosh Hashanah Babysitting Rotation

The Ahavas Shalom Neshei is
organizing a  babysitting
rotation in which mothers or
their teens can take turns

to supervise the children
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo =~ Main Ahavas Shalom lists: Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00 Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,

1 058-3263914 Doffice@ahavasshalom.org ~ WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav  don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel
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