T'02

VIREAFER)

@ pen Jan 13/14, 2023 — ¥"SWAT N30 8”3

You Can Get Used to Anything

“Come, let us deal wisely with
them...” (Shemos 1:10)

When Pharaoh said the above verse,
he meant, “Let’s figure out a plan to
ensnare the Jews into slavery.” This
doesn't seem to

need much
Pharaoh
hadn’t done it wisely, he would have

explanation, because if
some kind of revolt on his hands.
Rav Shalom Schwadron
points out something amazing. When times got rough for
the Jews while they were in the desert, they cried out,
“Bring back the good times! We remember the fish, which
we ate in Egypt for free!” (Cf. Bamidbar 11:5). It seems
from that statement that in their minds, the enslavement
they went through wasn’t actually so terrible. On the other
hand, when Pharaoh died, they cried out to Hashem for
salvation (Shemos 2:23). This is indeed enough to confuse
anyone.

However,

Pharaoh’s idea was to slowly get the Jews used to a life of
slavery, and after they were accustomed to that life, it
would become a real way of existence — so much so that the
Jews could even become comfortable with their
enslavement. When Pharaoh died (2:23), the Bnei Yisrael
had a temporary reprieve from their slavery (see Bechor
Shor), and during that break, they realized the craziness of
their life of slavery and in turn cried out to Hashem. Yet, in
their minds, slavery still remained a viable option. There is
“the better life” and there is “the livable life”. We see that
they saw this as a viable option when they asked to go back
to it when they were in the desert.

I would like to point out an observation I have about what
is happening nowadays. We have Russians who have
moved to Israel for “freedom”, and yet they try to reinstate
a Communist party (the opposite of freedom) here in Israel.
Pharaoh understood this philosophy and he created a slave
state without having to have his slaves locked in chains. In
our own exile, we fall prey to this kind of philosophy time
and time again. We don’t realize that part of what we call
“normal life” actually stems from our entrenchment in
secular society.

I've never taken a poll of this, but it takes well over 10 —
and possibly over 20 — years for Americans in Israel to
forget that Sunday in the USA is an off day. In modern
Western culture it is a given and it is natural for Sunday to
be a day off. You may be acquainted with the “blue laws”

(Continued on page 3)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Shlomo and Brocha
Hollander on the Bar Mitzvah of
their son Bentzy. The Aliyah L'Torah
will take place this Shabbos in
Ahavas Shalom followed by a
Kiddush: Men in the Ahavas
== Shalom Hall;, Women in the
5 Hollander Home (40/13 Nachal
:x Lachish)
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MOTZA’EI SHABBOS FEBRUARY 18

AHAVAT TZION HALL
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Beginning THIS Sunday January 15, the starting time
of the third Shacharis minyon will change from
08:05 to 08:10. Note that the minyon will continue to
meet at 08:15 on Fridays.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Shemos
MY nwIs naw my

Erev Shabbos 73y 3
Mincha 1 12:30 'R N30
Candle Lighting 16:19/16:39 A npn
Mincha 2 16:41 '3 N
Sunset 16:59 mpw

Shabbos Day 13y or
Brachos 08:00 a3
Shochein Ad 08:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:28 R7307 7P 107 91D
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:15 Nty wp a1 41D
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 130
Pele Yoetz 16:00 L8%AK x99
Mincha 3 16:15 '3 Inn
Sunset 17:00 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:37 'R 2MPD
Ma’ariv 2 18:00 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Stumped? Come to the Rav’s Halacha Shiur on Tuesday nights to
catch up on the halachas of Hilchos Chanukah

Q&A: Rec Room or Shul?

Moshe Khodadadian hosted a regular 10pm maariv

in his sprawling basement in Great Neck Estates for

all his neighbors but, during the day, his kids use
the room as a "rec room" for games and other activities.
Does this basement have the kedusha of a shul?

No. The basement does not have the kedusha of a

shul since it is not made for davening only. It is

therefore classified as a “family rec room” and
activities such as playing, sleeping, and eating may take
place in this room. Source: Siman 154 M.B. 2

Q&A: Church or Shul?

Moshe Khodadadian was getting tired of having a

minyon in his home, so he and the other members of

the minyan contacted a real estate agent to find out

what was available to rent in Great Neck (until they could

afford to build a proper structure). The agent showed them

the former Great Neck Presbyterian Church, which had

rented this space on Middle Neck Road for the past 30

years until they closed their doors permanently. May the

members of the minyon convert this church into a syna-
gogue?

Yes. Since the church was only renting the struc-

ture, and never actually owned it, it may be con-

verted into a synagogue.
Source: Siman 154 B.H. "Neirot”

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion, and
all the learning and davening that take place in
our shul during that day will to your merit. Just
120m per sponsorship, which is announced via a
notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul,
as well as an announcement in this newsletter.
To sponsor a day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

16 Teves sponsored by HaRav Zachariash and family
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20 Teves sponsored by the Gitstein family
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Join Rav Zachariash each Shabbos
afternoon 15 minutes before the last
mincha for his shiur on Pele Yoetz. This
week, the shiur will begin at 16:00 on
the topic Zilzul.

Short Shiur on Olas Tamid

Get an in-depth understanding of the regular tefillos by
investing just 5 minutes each day learning this sefer by
Rav Shmuel Hominer Z”L.

Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen: Sun - Thurs 09:30—09:35

SuPPORT YOUR SHUL BY TAKING
OUT A JOURNAL AD FOR THE
5783 GALA MELAVEH MALKAH

W SIZE PRrICE
4 DIAMOND PAGE o 3,500
3 GOLD PAGE w 1,800
2 SILVER PAGE o 1,200
1 FULL PAGE w 750
x HALF (1/2) PAGE w 400
x QUARTER (1/4) PAGE | v 250
x E1GHTH (1/8) PAGE w 150
x 1 LINE GREETING w 80
So easy:
1. Write the text of your ad and send it to

RSVP@AhavasShalom.org

2. Go to ahavasshalom.org/nedarim or the Nedarim Plus
terminal and pay for your ad.

3. All ads that are submitted with an email address will
get a confirmation via email. If you don’t get this email
confirmation, then contact Lev Selizer because some-
thing is wrong!

Diamond, Gold, Silver and Full page ads come with free meals,
>€ as per this column

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING
you want. It's so easy. Use the
terminal near the front door or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim.

Click. Pay. Done!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 SHIURIM
for men this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Beis Knesses

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Please submit names of any cholim to! 22 |
Mrs. Zakoo (office@ahavasshalom.org) wﬁgﬁ
by Thursday at 12:00 (Please write%
the Hebrew mnames using Hebrew = =
letters). This will help to save some time and enable
the flow of the service to remain consistent. The list were

erased on Rosh Chodesh TEVES, and so if necessary please
resubmit any names.



https://www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
mailto:office@ahavasshalom.org

(Continued from page 1)
which, for example,
forbade the sale of alcohol
on Sunday  because

churches were having

their services. This is the
intermingling of Church and
State. One of the great Torah lecturers of our

day once said something amazing about life in Israel.
How much meaning and attachment do these symbolisms
have to people? I was made aware recently that the
secular world is trying to abolish the “Shabbat Shalom”
thought and replace it with “n'w1 w»o10” (sofash na’im -
have a pleasant weekend). On this point, this great Torah
Lecturer said that It seems that the secular world is aware
that just mentioning Shabbos will keep people connected
to the concept of Shabbos. Therefore, by removing the
word “Shabbos” from common speech, they think they
will gradually cause people to forget that there is even a
concept of Shabbos.

How should we react when we hear these attempts to
slowly wear us down? Due to the necessity of pikuach
nefesh during the Gulf War, we were instructed to leave
our radios on 24 hours a day, 7 days a week — including
Shabbos. I remember the first time hearing on Shabbos the
regular Saturday programming, and the announcer say,
“Shabbat Shalom!” It struck me as very odd, though I
understood that Shabbat in secular society just means “the
weekend.” Yet it still hurt to hear these words over the
radio on Shabbos. It bothered me that Shabbos was
considered a cultural day and not a religious one. Today,
they are even trying to uproot Shabbos as part of the
country’s culture.

I believe that we should hold our ground and even when

speaking to someone secular, we should keep the idea of
Shabbos alive to all.

Have a good Shabbos!
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19:00 Motza'ei Shabbos

AuB Shabbos afternoon for ages 3-7: 15:45-16:15

Treats and Prizes
are sponsored this
week by

Yehoshua

Frohlich
and Family

TREATS
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KGR :
Sponsor Avos uBanim:
Treats and Prizes: 200m
Pizza party: 270m * Ice Cream: 160m
Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info

AUB®@ahavasshalom.or
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