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The Better Choice

“...and into thy ovens, and into thy
kneading troughs.” (Shemos 7:28)

Chazal tell us that Chananya, Mishael,
and Azarya decided to be thrown into
a furnace because they learned from
the tzefardea. These frogs were not
obligated to jump into the Egyptian
ovens, but did so anyway; therefore,
the men reasoned that certainly they
should be obligated to jump into a
fire. This needs a bit of explanation.

First, it is actually a disagreement amongst Rishonim if one
is allowed to kill himself in a situation for “Kiddush
Hashem” if it is not demanded of him. Second, if Chananya,
Mishael, and Azarya were commanded to give up their
lives, then why would they need to learn this from the
frogs?

I would pose the following question. According to the
opinion cited in Shulchan Aruch that states that one is
permitted to allow himself to be killed for a Kiddush
Huashem, even where this is not demanded, what should I
answer him if that person would ask me, “Rabbi
Zachariash, should I allow myself to be killed or not?”
How would we decide, and would the answer be the same
for everyone?

There is a famous story told about wealthy relatives of the
Vilna Gaon who wanted an esrog for Sukkos. But the price
of an esrog was so high that the only way they could
purchase it would be to sell their home. The husband and
wife decided to do so, and went from riches to rags
overnight. Under normal circumstances one would not be
permitted to spend a large sum of money to do a mitzvah if
it would change one’s financial status. I don’t recall any
rabbinic sources discussing the permissibility of this
incident, but I would like to make my own comment about
it. The story goes that when the hardships became
unbearable to this woman, she would walk past her former
home to see what she had given up, and this gave her the
strength to carry on. I believe that a typical psychologist
today would tell his depressed patient that the place of
one’s former wealth should be the last place to go!
However, when this women went there, it calmed her
because she felt she received the better end of the deal. She
got a mitzvah, whereas the other person only got a physical
home.

(Continued on page 3)

nwas naw
WD N5y
D 1‘7 w n :n N Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom N j N 1
HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
@2 pem Jan 20/21, 2023 — ¥'SBR 130 172 P3730 NAw

Annual Melaveh Malka
N/

Uy,

L
—
:."_ -~

/| W\

A

~
=4
=
—

MUSICAL
ENTERTAINMENT

_ARI
GOLDWAG

Motza’ei Shabbos Parshas Mishpatim
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Ahavas Tzion Hall—Nachal Timna 3

100 Members/Associates

130m Non-Members
See page 4 for Journal Ad prices & Deals

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vaera
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Erev Shabbos 13y 3
Mincha 1 12:30 'R N30
Candle Lighting 16:26/16:46 a3 np7n
Mincha 2 16:48 ‘37N
Sunset 17:06 ypw

Shabbos Day n3uiT or
Brachos 08:00 a3
Shochein Ad 08:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:28 8730 7P 1T 90
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:15 Nty wp T 91D
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 130
Pele Yoetz 16:05 L8%AK x99
Mincha 3 16:20 '3 nn
Sunset 17:06 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:43 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 18:06 '3 3N
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Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Questions are from the upcoming book on Yoreh Deah

Q&A: Paying for Spilt Milk

The Kagan family made a BBQ and invited their
neighbors, the Gross Family. Unfortunately, 18 year
old Chaim Baruch Gross was a bit crazed as his
medications were being adjusted again and, when he saw
the steaks on the fire of the grill, he got frightened and
threw an entire bag of milk onto them. Mr. Gross was very
apologetic, and as the steaks were very expensive, Mr.
Gross offered to bring them to Rabbi Rubin so that he could
determine if they were permitted to eat. After intense
thought, Rabbi Rubin could not find a way to permit the
steaks. Mr. Gross left and tossed the steaks into the trash
bin, which happened to be collected just then by the sanita-
tion truck. As he was telling over the bad news to Mr. Ka-
gan, they received a call from Rabbi Rubin who said, "I
have good news! After some further thought, I have deter-
mined that the steaks are in fact permissible to be eaten.”
However, by this time, the permissible kosher steaks were
lost forever in the trash. Who must pay Mr. Kagan for this
loss?
1. Rabbi Rubin
2. Chaim Baruch Gross
3. Mr. Gross
4. No one — Mr. Kagan must absorb the loss himself.
4. No one has to pay Mr. Kagan back for the
steaks that were mistakenly thrown out. Rabbi
Rubin is not responsible because he did not throw
out the steaks himself, and his ruling was not designed to
cause harm. Chaim Baruch is not responsible because, at
the end of the day, his actions did not cause the steaks to
become forbidden (as per Rabbi Rubin's final psak). Mr.
Gross is also not responsible because he was simply follow-
ing the Rabbi's ruling, and disposing of forbidden meat.
Source: YD Siman 242 Pischei Teshuva 17

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occa-
sion, and all the learning and davening that
take place in our shul during that day will
to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship,
which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announce-
ment in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

22 Teves sponsored by the Friedman (Dolinski) family
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22 Teves sponsored by the Schwartz family

or 199713 12 NI APY? IO

24 Teves sponsored by the Rav Zachariash and family
for the Rebbetzin’s mother
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24 Teves sponsored by the Beer family
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27 Teves sponsored by the Friedman family
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Subscribe to our email list and get notifications @
directly to your inbox! Ahavasshalom.org/list ’ <

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING
you want. It's so easy. Use the
terminal near the front door or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim.

Click. Pay. Done!
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 1 SHIUR for
men this coming week: ‘
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

FTUESDAY 20:15: Hilehos Beis Knesses CANCELLED
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Please submit names of any cholim to 3

Mrs. Zakoo (office@ahavasshalom.org) wﬁgﬁ

by Thursday at 12:00 (Please write%
the Hebrew mnames using Hebrew

letters). This will help to save some time and enable
the flow of the service to remain consistent. The list will be

erased on Rosh Chodesh SHEVAT, and so if necessary
please resubmit any names.



https://www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
mailto:office@ahavasshalom.org

(Continued from page 1)

If a person has an opportunity to make a Kiddush Hashem
at great personal cost, some people would consider it an
honor and well worth the cost and difficulties. There are
others who would feel that they would lose out in
enjoying life due to the performance of this Kiddush
Hashem. I believe that the way this would affect a person
in his life afterwards should be the guiding light to decide
if one should do it or not.

I once heard a story about Rebbetzin Leah Karelitz, the
wife of Reb Nissim Karelitz. When she was a young girl, it
was customary in her family for the girls to get new shoes
for Yom Tov (only new shoes — not a new wardrobe).
Once before Pesach she asked her father, Rabbi Tzvi
Hirsch Kopshitz, if she could have shemura matzah for all
of the seven days. Her father said, “I would love to give it
to you, but I just cannot afford it.” To that she replied, “I
will give up my new shoes” — and she did! She was elated
the entire 7 days of Pesach. One is definitely not obligated
to go to these lengths to get shemura matza, but I do
believe she had true simchas Yom Tov.

Based on this, I would like to explain the the kal v’chomer
of Chananya, Mishael, and Azarya as follows: Though the
frogs were not obligated to jump into the fiery ovens, they
still understood that this was the better way to leave this
earth; we too are not always necessarily obligated to give
up our lives, but the time to be “machmir” on Kiddush
Hashem is when it is the better way for one to live (i.e.
end) his life. This is obviously a very personal decision.
This applies to every aspect of our service of Hashem,
when this service isn’t compulsory (otherwise known as
chumrahs). When one gives up something that is
meaningful to him to increase kavod shamayim, he is
making a Kiddush Hashem.

May we merit never to have to make such a decision. But
let us use this lesson to teach us that any non-compulsory
acts that we do should lead us to serving Hashem with
greater joy.

Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Shevat
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The Molad will be Saturday, 56

minutes and 10 chalakim after 11
in the evening (Israeli Clock Time 23:47).
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Rosh Chodesh Shevat will be on Monday.
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19:00 Motza'ei Shabbos

AuB Shabbos afternoon for ages 3-7: 15:50-16:20
Pizza Party This Week sponsored by

Raanan-Bodzin & Family

for Yosef Raphael Ben Yehudit
and lilul nishmas
Shoshana bas Chana a“h

- FEDAE
Thank you to Yehoshua Frohlich and Family for
ponsoring the Treats and Prizes last week
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Sponsor' Avos uBanim:
Treats and Prizes: 200m

Pizza party: 270m * Ice Cream: 160m
Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info

AUB®@ahavasshalom.or
nmi:::x:::::




Support YOUR Shul by taking out a Journal Ad for the
8783 Gala Melaveh Malkah
Honoring Rabbi Aharon and Mrs. Beverly Simkin

Size Price

DIAMOND PAGE m 3,500

GOLD PAGE m 1,800

SILVER PAGE m 1,200

FULL PAGE 750

Half (1/2) page 400

Quarter (1/4) page 250

Eighth (1/8) page w150

v 80

1line greeting

So easy:

1. Visit ahavasshalom.org/mm2023 to submit an ad or
download a form. Or send an email with the text to
RSVP@AhavasShalom.org.

. Go to ahavasshalom.org/nedarim, the Nedarim Plus
terminal, or Mr. Beer and pay for your ad.

. All ads that are submitted with an email address will
get a confirmation via email. If you don’t get this email
confirmation, then contact Lev Seltzer because some-
thing is wrong!

Diamond, Gold, Silver and Full page ads come with free meals,

/\ as per this column
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 D<office@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists: Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav  don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!
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Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
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Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin



