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Self-Service

But the men of Sodom were wicked and
sinners before the L-rd exceedingly.
(Bereishis 13:13)

The mishneh in Pirkei Avos tells us that
a person who lives by the philosophy
of “What's mine is mine, and what’s

yours is yours” is either an average
individual, or — according to some — a
person with the characteristics of
Sodom. It seems to me quite odd to
have such polarized evaluations of this philosophy. Based
on the teachings of Rav Sholom Schwadron, I would like to

explain as follows: There are some people who are deep
thinkers and some people who are shallow and superficial.
Unfortunately, by and large, most people do not think very
much, and do not realize that they have obligations beyond
the obvious. Therefore, they feel, “What’s mine is mine and
what’s yours is yours.” Indeed, it is simple and innocent,
but not something that shows any deep thought.

Rav Sholom tells of the following incident that happened to
him. He was travelling outside of Eretz Yisrael, but was
limited in his communication, as he did not speak the
native tongue. He noticed that the proprietor of a certain
store looked Jewish, and he asked him in Yiddish about the
purchase that he needed. The proprietor answered him
very short and to the point in a very unfriendly manner.
Rav Sholom thought it was a bit odd. Nevertheless, he
purchased the goods and left the store. As he continued his
travels, he happened upon that same proprietor, who this
time wished him a warm “sholom aleicheim”, asking him
where he was from and speaking to him with kind words.
Rav Sholom was puzzled by this kind of “Dr. Jeckyl and
Mr. Hyde” personality. Rav Sholom asked his host as to a
possible explanation in the change in demeanor of the
proprietor. The host laughed and said, “The answer is
obvious! When you were in his store looking at his goods,
he was afraid you might ask for a discount or a handout,
and he didn’t want to give away his merchandise for a
discount. After you left the store and were on neutral
grounds, he treated you as any fine and upstanding Jew
would treat you.” (Indeed the Gemora tells us that if you
want to know what a person is really like, one of the ways
to check is with his monetary attitudes.)

The people of Sodom lived in the lap of luxury with all of
the comforts of life. They were afraid of an influx of people
who would put a squeeze on their “limited” resources, and

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles
Mazel Tov to Ephraim Friedman |~~~
and Family on the engagement of « O 0

their son Aharon to Esther Bracha
Goodman of Tel Zion.

Ahavas Shalom English Book
Lending Library

The shul has a fantastic collection of al- §
most 400 English books, on a wide range
of topics, available for borrowing by &
members and located in the hall.

library (by title, by topic and more) using
the catalogue at the following link:

mincha for his shiur on Pele Yoetz.
This week, the shiur will begin at 15:45
and continue on the topic Znus.

This newsletter is sponsored in apereciation of
R' Moshe Dovid Cohen upon the completion of Orchos

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeira
R WIS naw my

Erev Shabbos 3y 37
Mincha 1 12:30 'R N30
Candle Lighting 16:06/16:26 A npn
Mincha 2 16:28 '3 7130
Sunset 16:46 ypw

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:00 maaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 07:59 N30T 7P 10T 1D
Latest Shema — G'ra 08:45 Rty 7P 1T 90
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Mincha 2 x 37NN
Pele Yoetz 15:45 TP K79
Mincha 3 16:00 3N
Sunset 16:45 mpw
Ma’ariv 1 17:22 'R 2PD
Ma’ariv 2 17:45 '3 2N

osher by the morning learning group



https://ahavasshalom.org/lending-library/

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones
or in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning
and davening that take place in our shul during that
day will to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship,
which is announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in
the shul, as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To spon-
sor a day please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Cheshvan 12 sponsored by the Katz Family
o1 N9 12 YPON TY93 vy
Cheshvan 13 sponsored by the Madowicz Family
st SIWIN DIVAN 12 9T DAY vy
'y 1913732 Na 9730 PN vy
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

If you have cholim that you would like mﬁ é %-
the Gabbai to mention during Shabbos s

day davening, please submit these %
names via email to Mrs. Zakoo =

at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 12:00 (Please
write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This will
help to save some time and enable the flow of the service to

remain consistent. The list was erased on Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.

Q&A: Invalid Mezuzah Disposal

Mr. Goldberg had the mezuzahs checked in his
house in Boca, and the mezuzah on the door to the
terrace overlooking the golf course was found to be
invalid. Which method must Mr. Goldberg use for disposal
of this mezuzah?
1. Put it in a plastic bag & carefully place it in the garbage.
2. Place it with other geniza, such as prayerbooks, to be bur-
ied in the ground.
3. Place it in a container to be buried in the grave of a talmid
chacham.

3. The mezuzah requires a special burial: It must be
placed in a container and then the container must
be buried in the grave of a talmid chacham. By do-
ing so, the mezuzah will not degrade quickly and will last
longer. Source: Siman 154 M.B. 22

Q&A: Borrowing Shul Furniture

MAZAL TOV! Mrs. Silverman had another baby

boy. Mr. Silverman needed tables and chairs for the

Shalom Zachor and wanted to save some money by
borrowing them from Kehillas Shaarei Shamayim. What
gives Mr. Silverman the ability to borrow these objects
which have “kedushas beis knesses” and use them for a non-
kadosh event in his private home?

When furniture is bought in a shul, the board of

directors has in mind that it may also be used for

personal use. If the board forgot to make such a

condition, since the minhag is that people do borrow tables

and chairs, we apply the rule “Lev Beis Din Masneh." This

means that the beis din applies this condition to all items

that are normally purchased for a shul, but also used by the
members for non-kodesh situations.

Source: Siman 154 M.B. 29 A.H. 12

Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Stumped? Come to the Rav’s Halacha Shiur on Tuesday nights to
catch up on the halachas of Hilchos Beis Haknesses

(Continued from page 1)

they would have to sacrifice a bit of their good life in
order to give to others. To prevent this they developed a
philosophy, “What’s mine is mine, and what’s yours is
yours.” This is also the underlying basis of communism.
People do not give charity, and instead everyone is
expected to pull their own weight and not be a parasite.
But I have read that those who run the communist
governments lead a more opulent lifestyle than the
simple folk. How could this be in true communism? The
answer is obvious: They created a philosophy in order
that they should be able to take from others.

From the Torah perspective, we understand that if
Hashem gave us the ability to help others, that is what
we should do.

I would like to share an incident, which to me is an
extension of the philosophy of middos Sodom. A person
complained to me that in today’s society it is difficult to
do the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim. When I asked him
why, he responded, “Most of the homeless people are too
frightening to bring into my home, and everyone else
seems not to need hachnasas orchim.” 1 challenged the
man, “You live within a 5 minute walk of the Mir
Yeshiva. There are many bochurim who need a place to
call “a home away from home.” They are quite normal
and with these bochurim you could easily fulfill this
mitzvah.” He returned to me the next day after
consulting with his wife who said that she is not willing
to accept upon herself this solemn obligation, for if she
were to host bochurim, she was afraid that she would not
fulfill her obligation of to a satisfactory level and
therefore she decided not to take it on. Again, an aspect
of selfishness. The middah of Sodom represents a person
who is not willing to part with his position in life and put
himself in someone else’s shoes for it may cause him to
lose some of that which he has.

I once heard from a great Jew that the punishment of
Sodom was that now they cannot grow or produce
anything of their own. The only thing that they can do for
their livelihoods is to help the unfortunate of the world
bathe and rejuvenate with their climate and salts.
Hashem made things this way so that the residents of
Sodom would be forced to always help others while
relying on others for their own sustenance. Let us all
learn from them to never get to the point that we need
this lesson taught to us.
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ROSH CHODESH
KISLEV
MISHMAR NIGHT

THURSDAY
24-Nov

This MISHMAR is
SPONSORED by the

LASKER FAMILY

on the Yahrzeit of his mother
Leah Chaya Bas Dovid o
and will includea %
Siyum on Meseches ¥
Kesuvos

SHIURIM from Rav
Zacharlash and others

Delicious SEUDA
followed by KUMZITZ

Friday morning
PARSHA SHIUR
live with the Rav
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This week's sponsor:

Yisroel Harris
and Family

ﬁport Avos uBanim

by sponsoring the Chanukah or Grand Finale Pizza
Party for 275 ILS, or by sponsoring the weekly

prizes and treats for 200 ILS. Contact Shlomo

Hollander for more info AUB@ahavasshalom.org

HEHDH

’I‘lLanl(you for Reb-AvishaiHill for
sponsoring the Pizza and Prizes!




Seuda Shlishis for
Bochurim

Bochurim ages 12-15 are

invited to Seuda Shlishis with the Rav
NEXT WEEK Parshas Chayei Sarah.
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Through the

PARSHA

A NEW WEEKLY WOMEN’S
SHIUR WITH RAV N
IACHARIASH focused on the

parsha and other subjects as '

per YOUR suggestions.
e
Starting Sunday Nov 20 20:15-21:00 in the shul hall

New Perek for Amud Yomi!

Rabbi Aklva Telchtal’
Yomi
Hamafkid next week. This is a.,)
great time to join the shiur. Con- | o a ‘
tact Rabbi Teichtal for more infor- A

mation: teichtal@ahavasshalom.org.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2
shiurim this coming week: ~
SUNDAY 21:15: Mzshnayos

TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Beis Haknesses

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20
Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 PAoffice@ahavasshalom.org

Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028 Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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