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G(r)o(w)ing Up!

“I have sojourned with
Lavan...” (Bereishis 32:5)
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Rashi: the word 111 has the numerical
value of 613 —aIn—it is as if to say,
“Though I have sojourned with Lavan,
the wicked, I have observed the a7n
nixn, the 613 Divine Commandments,
and I have learned naught of his evil
ways.”

When people are faced with two

choices, they very often think that they can be
persuaded in either direction, each way equally.
When I was a young boy I was taught by my mother
that people naturally gravitate towards the lesser of
the two choices. This would play out in the following
scenario: if there are a group of good people who are
together with people of lesser middos for a period of
time, chances are that the people with the good
middos will be pulled down rather than the people
with the less desirable middos being raised.

I would like to offer a simple explanation for this:
Doing good is always an uphill battle. Even people
with good middos - though they may feel and
understand that they are doing the right thing — often
take much effort to do the right thing.

Chazal tell us about Yaakov after he left Lavan’s
house. Yaakov said: “Im Lavan garti”. This has the
same numerical value as the mitzvos, 613. Yaakov
was telling Esav that though I was dwelling with the
evil Lavan all these years, I did not learn from his
acts. People read this and ponder how did Yaakov
fortity himself so that he would not be affected by his
evil father-in-law?

The Meshech Chochmo tells us that after Lavan
encountered Yaakov regarding his missing idols, he
returned to his original state, unaffected by the fact
that Yaakov had lived with him for the past 22 years.
Here it seems that the evil person should have been
affected by the tzaddik, and he wasn’t. So, indeed we
must examine which one is more impressive: That
Yaakov was not affected by Lavan, or that Lavan was
not affected by Yaakov?

(Continued on page 2)
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SHUL HALL
TO OFFER REFRESHMENTS,
GALL SHULI HARRIS: 058.329.5812

NOTE: SHIUR WILL NOT MEET AGAIN UNTIL JAN 1

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayishlach
m7ev MIs naw m

Erev Shabbos 3y 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R ATI0
Candle Lighting 15:59/16:19 A3 np7n
Mincha 2 16:21 ‘37N
Sunset 16:39 mypw

Shabbos Day 53wt or
Brachos 08:00 a3
Shochein Ad 08:30 o
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:13 87307 7P 1T 90
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:01 Nty wp a1 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 130
Pele Yoetz 15:40 L%k X7
Mincha 3 15:55 '3
Sunset 16:39 mypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:16 'R 2MPH
Ma’ariv 2 17:39 '3 2N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Stumped? Come to the Rav’s Halacha Shiur on Tuesday nights to
catch up on the halachas of Hilchos Chanukah

Q&A: Lighting Again After Shul

Reuven's nephew Dovid was a star talmid in Lake-
wood and was given the honor by his class to light
the menorah in the Beis Medrash on the first day of
Chanukah. He did so, saying all three brochos. Then he went
home to his small apartment on Hadassah lane, where he
lived alone. What should he do now?
1. He does not need to do anything, as he has fulfilled
his obligation to light in the Beis Medrash.
2. Light, but without saying any of the brochos again.
Light, and say some of the brochos again.
4. Light, and say all three brochos again

®

3. Dovid must light again, as he did not fulfill his
obligation to light Chanukah candles when he lit
in the Beis Medrash. He needs to repeat the first
two brochos (lehadlik ner... and she’asa nissim...), but he does
not repeat the Shehechiyanu brocho that he said at the Beis
Medrash, because that covered the entire holiday of Chanu-
kah. Source: Siman 671 MB 45

Q&A: Extinguished Before Its Time

Reuven lit his Chanukah menorah in his apartment late
Q Friday afternoon and then headed out to shul. When he

came back after maariv about 90 minutes later, all the
lights on the menorah were extinguished, and the oil in each cup
was nearly full, indicating that the lights were lit for a very short
time. Neither Reuven nor his wife had any idea why the lights
went out, but he assumed there was either a breeze due to a win-
dow that one of the kids opened, or that something went wrong
with the wicks. 1) Did he fulfill the obligation to light Chanukah
candles this night? 2) Was his brocho on lighting effective, or was it
a brocho I'vatala?

1)He fulfilled the obligation to light. This is because he

set up the menorah properly, with enough oil, proper

wicks and a proper location. The fact that the candles

became extinguished too early was not his fault. 2) Since he lit

properly, and the lighting itself is considered the mitzvah, his bro-

cho was valid. Note that if this was during the week, he should
light the menorah again, but without a brocho.

Source: Siman 673:2 MB 27

(Continued from page 1)

Recently I had the following conversation with
someone who was pursuing entry
educational institution where the caliber of the
people was lower than they would have desired. In
the course of our conversation I was told, “I am not
concerned that I might be affected by those people
in a negative way, for I come from an open family,
and I am very familiar with the secular world and
the people who comprise it.” I didn’t comment, but
later on in our conversation I asked this person, “If
you had an opportunity to work next to someone

into an

who always benched from a bencher, didn’t ever
speak loshen hara and who always had a nice word
to say, do you think you would be positively
affected?” The person was surprised with my
question and said, “Of course I would!” To that I
responded, “If you feel you would be positively
affected by someone expressing positive attributes,
why do you think you would not be negatively
affected by someone
attributes!?” It took a minute or two for this person
to understand my reference, but that line more or
less ended our discussion.

expressing  negative

That being said, I would like to add something to be
fair about this subject. For the people who are
looking to grow, they will gain tremendously from
the good people around them, because they are
looking for it. Conversely, they will also be able to
shield themselves to a certain degree from the bad
influences, as they are on guard.

However, and as I believe was the case of this
person to whom I was talking, like most people he
was neither looking to grow nor looking to decline.
In such a situation, the rule my mother taught me
will be the outcome of the majority of these cases:
People gravitate to the lowest common
denominator. However, even the growth-oriented
person will always be affected to a certain degree by
being around bad people. Even without realizing it,
he will be tainted by his environment, unless he
fights it “tooth and nail”.

At the end of the day, it seems to me that growing is
an uphill battle. Thus, Yaakov outshined Lavan by
not decaying to his level, a greater feat than Lavan’s
lack of growth in the company of Yaakov.

I believe if we all keep this thought in mind, we can
have an easier time in our growth process. If our
focus is to grow, then when we meet up with
negative influences, we will automatically try to
shield ourselves from them.




Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Nefziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occasion, and
all the learning and davening that take place in
our shul during that day will to your merit. Just
120 per sponsorship, which is announced via a
notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as
an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Kislev 10 sponsored by the Lippman Family

7y YO N 1PN DTIN vy

Kislev 15 sponsored by the Reich and Berger Families

9101 12 DPYAN vy

Kislev 16 sponsored by the Gitstein Family
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Short Shiur on Olas Tamid

Get an in-depth understanding of the regular tefillos by
investing just 5 minutes each day learning this sefer by
Rav Shmuel Hominer Z”L.

Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen: Sun - Thurs 09:30—09:35

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
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If you have cholim that you would like ¥ ﬁ é %
the Gabbai to mention during Shabbos =

day davening, please submit these %
names via email to Mrs. Zakoo : =
at office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at 12:00 (Please
write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This will

help to save some time and enable the flow of the service to
remain consistent. The list was erased on Rosh Chodesh

KISLEV, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.
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AuB Shabbos afternoon for ages 3-

This week's
the Prizes

19:00 Motza'ei Shabbos

(Brad) Rubenstein
& Family

7:15:25-15:55

sponsor of
& Treats:
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Thank you to ¢ Family f
sponsorin; t‘l)@hlsizZ:: lll::tl;' last lv}v'e:l';;

Sponsor Avos uBanim
Treats and Prizes for 200m
Pizza party for 270m
Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info
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Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2
shiurim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mzshmzyos

HILCHOS K
CHANUKAH §
20:15 TUESDAY

Both shiurim are given in
shul and via ZOOM at this
link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at
ahavasshalom.org/youtube

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Join Rav Zachariash each Shabbos
afternoon 15 minutes before the last
mincha for his shiur on Pele Yoetz. This
week, the shiur will begin at 15:40 on
the topic Zohar.

Ahavas Shalom Kinyan Mesechta
With Rabbi Eliyahu Jacobs
Now learning

Mesechta Beitza

8:15-9:05 Su-Th mornings
Free Gemora Beifza

for all participants

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING
you want. It's so easy. Use the
terminal near the front door or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav

Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20
Cellphone: 052-763-5938
Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo

Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 D<office@ahavasshalom.org

Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028 Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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