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A Life Worth Living

“...of whom the name of the one was
Gershom (for he said, I have been an alien
in a strange land:) and the name of the
other was Eliezer (for the G—d of my
father was my help, and delivered me
from the sword of Pharaoh)” (shemos 18:3-4)

Jews who live in the Diaspora are
faced with finding solutions to
prevent assimilation. In Egypt, the
Jews were known for not changing

their names, their language, or their clothing. These culture

trappings that identified them as Jews kept them in a
cultural bubble. That is easier to do when you are a mini-
nation within a nation. But a single individual alone would
not be able to use these methods and interact with the
gentiles, as they would just consider him odd.

When Moshe Rabbeinu found himself in Midian, he
needed to keep himself separate. Yet, being a son-in-law of
Yisro, who was a prominent person in Midian, he had to
devise a plan to keep strong.

There is a question asked by many commentators as to
why the first of Moshe’s sons was called Gershom and the
second called Eliezer. Gershom refers to the fact that
Moshe was in a strange land, and Eliezer refers to the
gratitude to Hashem that Moshe had for saving him from
the sword of Pharaoh. Being that those names were
depicting real events, seemingly his first child should have
been called Eliezer and the next one Gershom, in
chronological order. Why did Moshe Rabbeinu switch the
order of the names around?

There are those who answer with the aforementioned
principle: His first obligation was to make a statement and
say that Moshe and his family were only going to be there
temporarily, and they were not planning to “melt in” to the
Midianite society. After that groundwork was clear, he
could move forward and thank Hashem for that which
transpired previously.

However, 1 would like to offer another explanation,
drawing on many sayings of Chazal. The Gemora in Gittin
(57b) tells us that Jewish lads who were slated for illicit
purposes chose to rather die than live a life of sin.
Chizkiyahu Hamelech felt that if his children would not go in
the ways of Hashem it would be better to not bring them
into the world. Each of these stories, and many similar
stories, needs to be studied on its own. But the underlying

(Continued on page 3)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Ephraim Friedman K STTTTEEET
and Family on the aufruf of
Aharon Friedman this Shabbos in & b Q
the shul, and his upcoming ZAX /ﬁ\
marriage to Esther Bracha B
e Goodman. The Kehilla is invited to a Kiddush
%é‘ that will take place after davening in the shul

The kehilla is also invited to join the Friedmans for
the chuppah (between 19:00-19:30) and/or the simchas
Choson v’Challah (dancing not before 22:00), Monday
night, February 13, in the Armonot Or Hall (formerly
Wolff), 30 Beit Hadafus, Jerusalem.
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Mazel Tov to David Brown on .
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the birth of a boy to his great- @
granddaughter, making this new @,

D

child his GREAT-GREAT-
GRANDSON!
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Mazel Tov to Shimon and | jeecooooT)
Batsheva Frais on the
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engagement of their son Aryeh
Leib to Chaya Gutman of Beit

Shemesh.
Shabbos Schedule Parshas Yisro
" IS naw my

Erev Shabbos 13y 3
Mincha 1 12:30 'R N30
Candle Lighting 16:44/17:04 A npn
Mincha 2 17:06 ‘37N
Sunset 17:24 ypw

Shabbos Day 13y or
Brachos 08:00 a3
Shochein Ad 08:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:25 R7307 7P 107 91D
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:10 Nty wp T 91D
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 130
Pele Yoetz 16:25 oy X7
Mincha 3 16:40 '3 nn
Sunset 17:25 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 18:02 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 18:25 '3 3N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Questions are used with permission from rbssemicha.com
Questions are from the upcoming book on Yoreh Deah

Q&A: Donating to the MAX

Hymie the fundraiser made his way to Boca and,

after examining all the plaques in The Boca Shul,

decided to make an appointment for a round of golf
with Harry Brochstein. Hymie worked his magic, and
Harry was soon preparing to donate a considerable sum of
money. What is the maximum percentage of Harry’'s
current worth may he donate according to the S.A.?

Harry may donate up to 20% of his current worth
to tzedakah, lest he give too much and cause
himself to become poor. Note that exceptions
would include a person on his death bed or a person who is
so wealthy that giving away more would still leave him

with sufficient funds.
Source: YD Siman 249:1

Annual Melaveh Malka
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Motza’ei Shabbos Parshas Mishpatim
18 February—uov2aw n”5% 18
Ahavas Tzion Hall—Nachal Timna 3

There is still time to reserve
a place at the dinner!

100 Members/Associates

1300 Non-Members

Pay via ahavasshalom.org/NEDARIM
PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones or in honor of a special occa-
sion, and all the learning and davening that
take place in our shul during that day will
to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship,

which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an announce-
ment in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

16 Shevat sponsored by the Lindsey family
9 BN MDY 12 INMY PYIY NN s

16 Shevat sponsored by the Solway family

51 INIAY 12 DN NNIOY 1y

18 Shevat sponsored by the Links family

57y 39971 3AN PAYY )3 DNIY RIMY s

19 Shevat sponsored by the Lubetzky family
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New Perek in Amud Yomi!

Next week (Monday or Tuesday) The Ahavas
Shalom Amud Yomi Shiur will commence

Eizehu Neshech
the fifth perek of Bava Metzia that deals with the
laws of ribbis (interest).

Sun-Thurs. mornings 09:25-10:25
In the Ezras Nashim.
Available also online.
For more information contact Maggid Shiur,
Rabbi Akiva Teichtal
teichtal@ahavasshalom.org

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 Shiurim for §
men this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Beis Knesses
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Please submit names of any cholim tol
Mrs. Zakoo (office@ahavasshalom.org) by
Thursday at 12:00 (Please write the Hebrew
names using Hebrew letters). This will help
to save some time and enable the flow of the
service to remain consistent. The list was erased on Rosh Chodesh
SHEVAT, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.



mailto:office@ahavasshalom.org
mailto:teichtal@ahavasshalom.org

(Continued from page 1)

thought is that the purpose of life is to serve Hashem, and
to live life without having that kind of purpose may not
be worthwhile.

Therefore, I would like to offer the following thought:
Moshe Rabbeinu was not willing to thank Hashem until
he was secure that his children would be able to remain
Torah-true Jews. Therefore, he first made the mission
statement, and afterwards he was able to thank Hashem
that his children would go in the proper path.

In Parshas Bo in the segment that deals with the wicked
son (Shemos 12:26-27), the Torah states that the Jews
bowed in gratitude, with one of the reasons being that
they heard they were going to have children in the future!
There are those who ask, “Why would it be that they are
thankful to have wicked children?” The classic answer
given is, “At least the wicked son cares enough to ask!”
and that is a start, which one should be thankful for.
Similarly, whenever we see Jewish people around us who
are upset with us due to our religious observance, we
should be thankful that they at least have a conscience,
and their antagonistic tone is really belying their soul’s
wish to connect with Hashem. Those who are totally
apathetic may be more removed than those who act
wickedly.

I believe that this idea is part of the aspect of Klal Yisrael
that came with the covenant Hashem made with us at Har
Sinai. After that point, a Jew always has a spark that turns
into a flame and brings him back to Hashem. A few years
ago, my chavrusa was at a separate beach on Erev Rosh
Chodesh Elul. When the secular lifeguard got on the
speaker to announce that beach time was over, he said
wished everyone success in Yeshiva and reminded
everyone, “please don’t forget to daven for us lifeguards
as well!”

A life without service of Hashem is not a life, and every
Jew intuitively understands that.
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19:00 Motza'ei Shabbos

AuB Shabbos afternoon for ages 3-7: 16:10-16:40

TREATS &
PRIZES!

~— DK
Thank you to Zvi Benveniste and family for
__sponsoring the Ice Cream last wee

19:00 Nywa p"wxin
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B E
Sponsor' Avos uBanim:
Treats and Prizes: 200w

Pizza party: 270m * Ice Cream: 160m
Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info

AUB®@ahavasshalom.or
nmi:::x:::::
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SIYUM

Turn our dinner into a
seudas mitzoah by joining us
in a communal siyum on
Meseches Rosh Hashanabh.

Choose your daf at
ahavasshalom.org/si

GROWTH

THROUGH THE

PARSHA

WITH
RAV ZACHARIASH
SUNDAY NIGHT

FEB 12

20:15-21:00
SHUL HALL
FOR WOMEN

e

SHIURIM ARE AVAILABLE IN AUDIO FORMAT ON AHAVASSHALOM.ORG
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ad, it is possible it

wasn’t received! If so, con-
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 D<office@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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