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Our Essence / Their Essence

“And Yisrael joined himself to Ba’al Peor,
and the anger of Hashem was kindled
against Yisrael.” (Bamidbar 25:3)

In general, we understand that all
people challenges. We
assume the righteous are those
overcome their
challenges and the wicked ones
are those who have failed, but our
assumptions of
performance based on past results are not always
correct. Nevertheless, there are some people who are
a better “bet” than others, in that we can assume that
they will be more successful than their counterparts

have

who  have

future

because they have shown they have what it takes.

I would like to share the following concept with you.
Success does not mean that you are doing what you
are good at, but rather it is defined by whether you
have achieved your life’s goal. There is a gemora in
Gittin (56b-57a) about Titus harasha and Bilam harasha,
who were summoned from the next world and asked
if it is worthwhile to fight with the Jews. They said,
“Yes, it is!” What is mind-boggling is that Bilam said
this as the gemora was describing his punishment in
the world-to-come. He obviously knew the Truth,
what was right and what was wrong (as everyone
knows when they go “upstairs’). Yet, it did not affect
his opinion on fighting the Jews! This means that his
essence was doing evil to the Jews and even though
he now was getting punished for these exact actions,
he still saw this as his life’s mission and success.

This year I saw an explanation of this phenomenon
based on a well-known halacha. The Rambam in
hilchos gittin states that if the conclusion of the Beis
Din is that a husband must give his wife a get, they
are allowed to force him to give it even though a get
must be given with free will. The Rambam explains
that every Jew in his core wants to do the right thing,
and when you oppress him to the point of submission
and he gives his wife a get, all that has happened is
that the Beis Din has removed the Yetfzer Hara,
enabling him to give the get out of his own free will.

(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Larry Goldberg will be undergoing I Y \
surgery on Tuesday, (17 Tamuz) at _ QS%

Hadassah Hospital. Aryeh-Elyah ben -
Miriam. Your tefillos are appreciated. ———

¢/ GMACH SmAcHOT

IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
' GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

DO YOU DAVEN DURING THE WEEK AT
AHAVAS SHALOM OR AT OUR

EARLY SHABBOS

MINYAN?

ENHANCE YOUR
COMMITMENT BY SUPPORTING
OUR SHUL AND BEIS MEDRASH.

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Balak
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Erev Shabbos 3 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R 030
“Early Mincha” 17:57 “NRTPI” NN
Plag Hamincha 18:17 mranm 379
Candle Lighting 19:07/19:27 A3 npn
Mincha 3 19:29 37T
Sunset 19:47 ypw
Shabbos Day 3yt or
Brachos 08:15 a3
Shochein Ad 08:45 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:24 87307 wp BT 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:18 Nl w7p T 90
Mincha 1 13:30 'R M0
Mincha 2 18:00 =Ralaklal
Pirkei Avos Shiur 18:24 MaR pIa
Mincha 3 19:00 3 Tnan
Sunset 19:47 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:24 'R 3P0
Ma’ariv 2 20:47 u i b {9/




(Continued from page 1)

This is because every Jew, no matter how steeped in
sin he is, has a true inner desire is to do the right
thing.

However, a gentile’s true inner desires may be
diametrically opposed to what he knows is right.
One of the most potent examples of this is when the
nations of the world were not willing to accept the
Torah because it conflicted with the way they
wanted to live their lives, even though they knew
that the Torah was the right way of life.

We can now understand that gentiles will give bad
advice because from their vantage point, right and
wrong are not the ultimate purpose of life, rather
there are other agendas which take precedence. This
is the reason that Klal Yisroel can more easily repent
than the gentiles, as repentance brings Jews back to
their natural place in the world, whereas the gentiles,
even when coerced to recognize and admit the truth,
this coercion only adds a layer on top of their natural
selves.

With this idea, I believe we can answer the most
common question on this week’s parsha. How could
Bilam be a vehicle of Divine Word, have such great
revelations, and still remain a debased human of the
lowest level? The answer is that if one believes that
one’s purpose in life is to be debased, one can answer
away all the righteousness that opposes this belief.

There are many people who struggle with
understanding why there are many irreligious Jews
who hate religious Jews so much? The answer to me
is clear - these people have a Jewish conscience
which feels guilty, so subconsciously they look for
ways to justify their behavior. Perhaps the more
vicious and anti-religious they are, the easier it is to
turn them around and bring them back to their
natural position. This is because they want to
connect to their inner selves, they are just having a

hard time accepting what they are.

Our source verse uses the word Tx'ito describe the
connection of the Jewish people to the Ba’al Peor
idol. “Tzamid” in Hebrew also means a bracelet,
which is something that is close to our bodies, but
not attached to them. So too, even when some people
in klal Yisrael were knee deep in idol worship, it was
still not part of them.

As we begin to contemplate the three weeks which
are looming in front of us, may we be blessed that all
wars — internal and external — achieve the clarity
which will come from revealing the Omnipresent’s
existence in this world.

7121 NIax
17:00-18:00

SHABBOS AFTERNOON!
17:30-18:00 Junior Avos uBanim

3) and get a Chocolate Bar!

1727 T'XaN NWAWA 5 77023 T'ANT 4 IXIa
777 g'un

Sponsor AuB on Shabbos:
Treats: 50m Chocolates: 150m

Wita RAv AvRoHoM BARUCH

/ ACHARIASH

This Shabbos after the second Mincha—about 18:24.
Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai mﬁéﬁ‘

to read the name of a choleh on Shabbos
during the Mi SheBeirach, you must
submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by s
Thursday!

Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to
Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org. The list is erased

each Rosh Chodesh, so you'll need to resubmit the names
after a month if they are still relevant.

Thank you for following this procedure which enables us to have
the Shabbos service run more smoothly!




Question from the Q& A book from RBSsemicha.com

Q&A:Thrown Under The Bus

Elky gave birth to Adam, a beautiful baby boy
who was healthy
and strong. On
Rosh  Chodesh
Tammuz, when Adam
was 25 days old, Elky
met her husband at The
Milky Way for a Rosh
Chodesh luncheon. But
as she was pushing the |
carriage across Pico, the
driver of the #7 bus
didn't see Elky or her baby in his blind spot, and the bus
ran over the carriage, crushing the baby to death. What are

Erev

the parents' obligations regarding mourning their child?
1)They are not required to sit shiva or to tear keriya.
2)They are required to sit shiva, but not to tear keriya.
3)They are not required to sit shiva, but they must
tear keriya.
4)They are required to sit shiva and tear keriya.
1. The parents are not obligated to sit shiva or
tear keriya. An infant has the status of a neifel — a
non-viable child — during the first 30 days of its
life and, as such, there is no obligatory mourning.

YD 340:30

Q&A: One Rip - or Two?

Dovid Lipshitz was .

excited to see hisF

parents who were
driving in from Hallendale
but, as they were about to | |
exit Interstate 95 at
Palmetto Park Road, a car
next to them cut off a e
the- = e
tractor trailer swerved and 2

tractor trailer, and
flipped over, crushing Dovid's parents and killing them
instantly. After the eulogies for both parents at the
Schwartz Brothers funeral home, Rabbi Goodman went to
Dovid — who was wearing a black suit jacket over his
white shirt — to do keriah. How many rips must Dovid
make for both of his parents?
1)He must make one rip on his jacket and shirt, and this
suffices for both parents.
2)He must make two distinct rips on the same jacket and
shirt, one for his father, and one for his mother.
3)He must make one rip on his jacket and shirt for his
father, and then get another jacket and shirt and make one
rip in each for his mother.
1. He must make one rip on his jacket and shirt,
and this suffices for both parents. When losing
two parents at the same time, one only makes
one rip for both of them.

YD 340:23
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SUNDAY
JULY 28

NO SHIUR JULY 21
20:15-21:00
SHUL HALL - FOR WOMEN

All SHIURIM ARE RECORDED AND AVAILABLE ON AHAVASSHALOM.ORG

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 1 shiur this
coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos
TUESPAY20:15: Halacha— CANCELLED
IY”H The Rav will give shiur on the 3 Weeks on Jul 30 & Aug 6.

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos
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17" of Tammuz (Tuesday) — Times for the Fast

Start of Fast 0 4: 2 8 Q%7 NPNn
Shacharis| ()@:1(0 [
*07:15
08:10
Mincha| ] 3: 21 an NN Note  that  the
15:15 will ot meet.
19:05
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Maariv| 2()s()5 [F*¥7

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Nefziv Hayom in memory of your
loved ones, a refuah, or in honor of a special
occasion. All the learning and davening in our
shul during that day will be the merit of your
choosing. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the
shul, as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To
sponsor a day please Mrs.  Zakoo
Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

contact

11 Tammuz sponsored by the Links Family

a7y FINDY 0919 N2 NIY N vy

11 Tammuz sponsored by the Klein Family

7y 9092 193932 N2 NPAY NI vy

Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad
event), it is so easy to have it included
in the next newsletter! Just send an
email to lev@ahavasshalom.org!
Deadline is 11:00 Thursday.

Reminder: Sending an instant message, an email,
or speaking to anyone else will probably result in
your announcement not making it to the news-
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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