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Familiarity Breeds Contempt

“But when food was set before
him, he said, ‘I will not eat
until I have told my tale.” He
said, ‘Speak, then.”
24:33)

(Bereishis

Was there a particular reason that
Eliezer had to speak before eating?

The gemora (Sanhedrin 52b) tells us,
“How does an am haaretz perceive a talmid chacham?
Initially the falmid chacham seems like a pitcher of gold;

after the am haaretz speaks to him, the falmid chacham wanes
in luster and he is perceived as a pitcher of silver which
gets tarnished, but can be restored; after the am haaretz
benefits from him, he perceives him to be like a pitcher of
pottery, which, once tarnished, can’t be restored.” The Ben
Ish Chai (Ben Yehoyada) explains that just as usage
tarnishes a vessel, undue familiarity with a person takes
away his splendor.

Reb Moshe Feinstein z”1 was well known by his neighbors
as a humble man who was always willing to do chesed.
After many years, when these neighbors realized his
greatness, they were mortified at their mistreating a talmid
chacham by requesting menial favors from him. Reb Moshe,
on the other hand, would say, “Why shouldn’t I do a favor
for another Jew?”

What makes a great man? If everything that the person
does appears extraordinary, he may seem a bit angelic. The
ultimate is for him to seem totally natural, masking the
greatness within. It is often only by careful observation that
one will note the precision and care by which a great
person lives his life. I once heard from Rav Brevda z”1 that
before he came to Eretz Yisrael, he thought that the
greatness of the Chazon Ish was exaggerated. Yet, after
arriving in Eretz Yisrael and watching the Chazon Ish up
close, he saw how his every action was done naturally but
with precision, devotion and happiness. Rav Brevda stated,
“It is hard to believe that such an angel could have born to
a mortal.” This is the epitome of greatness.

There are those who may feel, “He eats and sleeps like me.
What is the difference between us?” Also, people get used
to being near greatness and may take it for granted. A
relative of mine told me the following humorous story. His
brother-in-law, who is a great talmid chacham and esteemed

(Continued on page 3)
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Life Cycles

Mazel Tov to Hananiah and Merav
Lasker on the birth of a baby boy! The
Shalom Zachor will be at the Lasker
home Nachal Micha 18/1.

1)
Thank You!

We would like +o thank Kehillas Ahavas Shalom
for hosting the beantiful Seuda Shlishis Sheva
Bradha last week for our childven Elisheva and
Natan. Thank you to all who helped. H was vevy
special and meant so much o us. We ave ex-
tvemely grateful and hambled +o be part of this
wondevful Kehilla.

Bingomin, Kaven and family Rubenstein
KD

Mrs. Shuli Harris and the Ahavas Shalom Neishei would
like to thank everyone who contributed to the special
Seuda Shlishis Sheva Berachos that we celebrated last
Shabbos. With apologies for omissions, this included:
The Rav and Rebbetzin, Family Cohen, Family Goldwater,
Family Harris, Family Hill, Family Steiner, Family Garal-
nick, Family Lasker, Family Beer, Mrs. Perl, Family Es-
covitz, Family Margolis, Family Kaplan, and the Vaad.

This issue is sponsored in memory of Yitzchak Meir ben Lev Haleivi on this 13th Yahrzeit — 30 Cheshvan

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Chayei Sarah
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Erev Shabbos J3w 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R ATI0
Candle Lighting 16:07/16:27 A npn
Mincha 2 16:29 '3 7NN
Sunset 16:47 ypw

Shabbos Day 53wt or
Brachos 08:00 maoaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 07:58 N30T wp BT 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 08:44 Nty w”p 107 90
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz 15:45 L%AH N7
Mincha 2 16:00 37NN
Sunset 16:46 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:23 'R 3P0
Ma’ariv 2 17:46 '3 20




The Rav’s Halacha Shiur is learning the laws of Chol Hamoed
Need help on these questions? Come to the shiur on Tuesdays!
Question from RBSsemicha.com

Q&A:A Holiday Car Wash

Sukkos was "late" this year and,
on the first day of chol hamoed, it
snowed. Between the salt and
the dirt, Reuven's car became very
dirty. However, the windows remained

POLISH

clean enough that it did not affect his WAX

driving at all. Based on the wording of
the S.A., please give:

1. One explanation (sevara) why it would be permitted
to get a car wash.
2. One explanation why it would not be permitted to

get a car wash.

1. The S.A. states that one may comb the hair of
Aone's horse on Chol Hamoed. On the one hand,

Reuven may wash his car because it would make
the car look nicer for chol hamoed — just as the S.A. permits
combing the hair of a horse to make it look nicer for chol
hamoed.
2. On the other hand, maybe it is permitted to comb the
hair of the horse, as this would improve the horse's riding
ability. A car's ability to drive will not necessarily be
improved with a car wash and, therefore, be prohibited,

just as it is prohibited to wash one's clothes on Chol
OC 536 M.B. 5

Q&A: A Wilted Croton

Mrs. Kagan had several
potted  plants
in various

Hamoed.

locations in her home.
She gave all of them a
good watering on erev
Sukkos. But now, on
the last day of chol E
hamoed, she noticed that
her croton plant was wilting.
She knows that it won't die if "%
doesn't water it, as when she was

she
away in
the summer the plant managed to go 10 days without
water and "came back to life" when she watered it. Is she
permitted to water this plant today on chol hamoed so that it
will look nicer for Yom Tov?

No. Adding water to plants is forbidden, as it

falls into the category of "planting (zoreah)". Only

if she felt that the plant would die if she didn't

water it today would she be permitted to water it.
0C 537

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING
you want. It's so easy. Use the terminal
near the front door or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim.

Click. Pay. Done!
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour
followed by a TEHILLIM GATHERING at 20:00

ICE CREAM,TREATS, and PRIZES

for all participants at 20:10!
Sponsored by Yisroel Harris and Family

R

Support Avos uBanim
by sponsoring one of the many “incentives”
for the boys to come and learn:

Pizza Party 275m ¢ Prizes 200m
Ice Cream 180me Treats 100m

Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info
AUB®@ahavasshalom.org

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:30-16:00

= p L H . . 1 & J . oy 2
OO T T sy rsyTry vy 7 sDoJ*UJg$gTcT$wvéyoévTCTdgig@rcgcorérrrrr " r’*rYréYéUYéUYéTUé’éCTrr’r’r Y Ir’’rTITrTiT€TYToiéroére




(Continued from page 1)

by the gedolim in Bnei Brak, made a simcha and seated my
relative at the head table. My relative told me, “Initially
when I sat there, I felt uncomfortable being among such
great Torah scholars. After a short time, I felt quite in
place, enjoying sitting with these dignified men. After a
bit longer, I was wondering why these people deserved to
sit next to me, for after all, they looked and acted just as
ordinary people.”

Based on this idea, there are those who say that if Eliezer
would have first eaten in front of Lavan and Besuel, it
would have been hard for them to envision him as the
emissary of Avraham Avinu. Therefore, Eliezer decided
to plead his case before eating. I believe that it is
necessary for us to strengthen our knowledge that even
though great people may seem just like us, this usually
belies their spiritual greatness.

Thirty-five years ago, I witnessed a man disrespectfully
tap a talmid chacham on the shoulder, and appropriately,
the talmid chacham didn’t respond. Recently, someone else
tapped this same talmid chacham on the shoulder, but this
time he responded. A close talmid told me that the reason
for the change was because “Today’s generation does not
even understand that there is a difference between one
person and another!”
Scholars have become like pieces of pottery.

Essentially, even the great Torah

In order to receive from our great leaders, and absorb
their lessons, it is mandatory that we give them the
respect they deserve.

As the war continues, there is an ongoing struggle in our
minds, between recognizing the daily miracles versus
considering it as the normal way that Hashem runs the
world. We should not treat the kindness of Hashem as
ordinary and just “tap” Him on the shoulder to ask him
for help. We should plead with Hashem like we really
mean it. There is a great yetzer hara to put one foot out the
“tap” on
Hashem’s shoulder, or an earnest plea to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu?

door when tehillim are being said. Is that a
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Hakoras HaTov
to Kehillas

Ahavas Shalom

SHIURIM from Rav
Zachariash and others

Delicious SEUDA
followed by KUMZITZ

Friday morning
PARSHA SHIUR
live with the Rav

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
If you have cholim that you would like the
Gabbai to mention during Shabbos day mﬁ@%

davening, please submit these names via

email to Mrs. Zakoo %
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at -
12:00 (Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This
will help to save some time and enable the flow of the Shabbos

service to remain consistent. The list will be erased for Rosh
Chodesh Kislev, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.

4 vy TN
59 19N5 DY NOV NANINAY DR ORI NIV 355 5YH
L2910 XY DON PNRYNN ,DIRDN 19N ,DON PHYN
,DON 5N IMN YW GNoN HY NOY INR WM NNINKY
NPYH NDONY OD MR 2D PHNON 20N NN DYHN HaN
P2 57N WY Pan XY IO DYN YW NN’ D XD N
NINN DY IDOR D27 HY MIPIYa "PIvh NN DTN
09D M5NN MO DXIAVN)

NN NN L,DNNN IR NODYY ,NOW DIOYTHINN Hapb 1o
MNIN TaOoN IR DY

P2 9N TYUNNHD PARN YWY ,NOVUNY NNNYNNY Y55
975 DO MONYNNN NNIIYD DMNPNPN DIDIN NION
P1ONY ONPNND 1Y ON .DDYN NN YN N Navw NN
YNaYh 15 7anon DYy 1Y NIvYY” VIV ,DYDND 'H HY
XY YWY .NMNOD2Y NNXRA D B2 PNNND IPDY .NTtY 1IN
DYDNN DIMINYD "NINa INXR D97 Dy nNY ST yan
NI NPNN IR /D OV H19ND HY "hnvv” it DRN

m’apnd

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Pele Yoetz. This week, the shiur will begin at
15:45 on the topic T¥N.

with the Rav

The Rav will be giving TWO
shiurim this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY: 20:15 Hilchos Chol Hamoed

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev
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The Molad will be Monday, 17 minutes

and 2 chalakim after 7 in the morning
(Israeli Clock Time 06:40).
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Rosh Chodesh Kislev will be on Tuesday. F——
Weekday "1(Fri) 'n(Thu) *1(Wed) 'a(Tue) 'a(Mon) '’(Sun) or 'y nunr
fimes until | 06:20,07:15,08:15 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:10,07:15%,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | 06:20,07:15,08:10 | nrnw | 1y 9
Parshas 12:30, 16:25 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 13:00, 15:15 anmn nwio
Toldos “Hall 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00, 21:00 19:00,2100 | arwn | THTND

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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