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We Are In It Together

“Another matter, Moses said before the
Holy One blessed be He: 'Why are You
angry at them? Not that they engaged in
idol worship, for You did not command
them.” The Holy One blessed be He said
to him: ‘Did I not say in the second
commandment: “You shall not have
[other gods before Me]”?” (Exodus 20:3).
He said before Him: ‘You did not
command them, You commanded me. Did
You perhaps say to them: You [lakhem] shall not have? You
commanded me. If I engage in idol worship, “please erase me
from Your book.”” When the Holy One blessed be He saw that he
was giving his life on their behalf, He said: 'For your sake I am
giving them the Torah,” as it is stated: ‘Write for yourself these
matters’.” (Shemos Rabbah 47:9)

I would first like to thank all of you who came to the
Melaveh Malkah, making it an enjoyable and inspiring
evening. The concept of community, where each
individual pitches in for the greater good is expressed
in an explanation of the following Medrash: Hashem
wanted to destroy Klal Yisrael and Moshe Rabbeinu
responded, “You didn’t tell Klal Yisroel not to serve
idols — you only told me! Therefore, I should be the
one who is destroyed!”. This is a difficult statement to
understand. Even if Hashem had really just intended
the commandment for Moshe Rabbeinu and not for
all of Klal Yisroel, we still would not be able to
understand why Moshe should be killed, as Moshe
did not serve the golden calf at all!

Rav Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi (1929-2023) explains
this with the very old concept of community, where
there are no individuals, rather it is everyone together
as one. Thus, Moshe said to Hashem, “If you are
choosing me to be the one to continue Klal Yisroel’s
legacy, then obviously you consider me one of them.
And if you look at me as an individual, then You gave
over the commandments to me and not to them
(therefore, they are not liable).” This reinforces the
idea that when we are in it together, we all are to
blame. On the flip side, when the community at large
does something positive together, we all get credit.

Last Shabbos afternoon I was asked to explain the

(Continued on page 3)
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Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad event),

wazel

oo
it is so easy to have it included in the next news-

letter! Just send an email to lev@ahavasshalom.org!
Deadline is 11:00 Thursday. Reminder: Sending an instant
message, an email, or speaking to anyone else will proba-
bly result in your announcement not making it to the
newsletter!

For the zechus of Klal Yisroel, join one or both of the
following communal learning sessions!

Shabbos Morning Learning:

Ohr HaChaim Kiddush in the Hall followed by
30 minute learning session in the Beis Medrash

Shabbos Afternoon Learning:
16:20-16:40 Individual learning in Beis Medrash
OR shiur on Shabbos Zemiros with Avishai Hill
16:40-16:55 Pele Yoetz shiur from the Rav in the Hall

16:20-16:55 Boy's learning program led by
Rabbi Naftali Kaplan, with treats for participants.
OR Junior Avos uBanim.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Ki Sisa
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Erev Shabbos 3w 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 030
Candle Lighting 17:01/17:21 A npn
Mincha 2 17:23 '3 7130
Sunset 17:41 ypw

Shabbos Day 53wt or
Brachos 08:00 maoaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 T oW
Latest Shema - M. A. 08:14 R7307 7P 107 91D
Latest Shema — G'ra 08:59 Nty w”p 107 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R N30
Pele Yoetz 16:40 L8%AK 899
Mincha 2 16:55 '3 7nn
Sunset 17:41 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 18:18 'R 3P0
Ma’ariv 2 18:41 '3 2N

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Got a wedding coming up? Where should it be held? Another
question from the Q& A book from RBSsemicha.com

Q&A:A Venetian Megillah

Yitzchak
convinced his Uncle |
Richard to buy a
very mehudar megillah for

Tzvi

reading on Purim, and took
him to a Jewish scribe who
sold megillos. “Here is a
beautiful megillah, written on the finest quality parchment,
by a G-d-fearing man. It is only $600," said the
shopkeeper. "What about that one?" asked Uncle Richard,
as he pointed to a megillah that was on display in the shop,
Only a few columns were open, but Uncle Richard easily
saw how it contained beautiful illustrations above and
below the text. "This is a rare Venetian Illustrated megillah
from the 16th century. The illustrations are all unique and
exquisite. But it is a lot more than the first megillah I
showed you — $80,000!" said the shopkeeper. Richard
Kagan examined the beautiful scroll and pondered his two
choices. As Uncle Richard can easily afford to buy the
more expensive megillah, which is the more mehudar
megillah?

The plain standard megillah. While the pictures

are pretty, and they make it more valuable as a

piece of "artwork," they do not add to the
megillah in terms of its purpose on Purim. They definitely
take away from its mehudar status because a mehudar
megillah is one that is similar to a sefer Torah, and it is
forbidden to have pictures in a Torah. The pictures might
even take away from the ability of the person reading it to
concentrate properly on the words.
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this and every Shabbos
afternoon, Rav Zachariash will give his
shiur for men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the

shiur will begin at 16:40 on the topic XTYN.
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos

19:20

Boys 7+ learn for 1 hour followed by TEHILLIM
ICE CREAM TREATS and PRIZES!

Support Avos uBanim by sponsoring one of the
many “incentives” for the boys to come and learn:
Pizza Party 295m ¢ Prizes 200m
Ice Cream 75m e Treats 50m
Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info aub@ahavasshalom.org

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha 16:25-16:55




(Continued from page 1)

idea of making a communal
siyum. How could it be that
by each person learning
only a blatt or two, we can
all make a siyum? Who
finished the mesechta? 1 %
asked in response, “If we
all daven shemoneh esrei
together, where is the
tefillah b’tzibur? Each person
prayed with his own
thoughts and ideas — what
binds all of our different
prayers together?” (This is
indeed a halachic discussion
— See Shevet Halevi 4:11).

The Purim story emphasizes the relationship between the
individual and the community. Haman decided to destroy
all of the Jews because of Mordechai, an individual in the
community. Esther is told by Mordechai, “If you set
yourself apart from the community, the community will
be spared and you will be lost.” Achashveros in turn also
saves all of the Jews because of Esther, who is part of that
community. We learn from this is that no Jew is ever alone
—each Jew is always part of the Jewish people.

In addition, the special mitzvos of the upcoming Yom Tov
of Purim accentuate our need for having positive
relationships with those around wus. Mishloach manos,
matanos 'evyonim, megilla b’tzibur, and seudos Purim are all
communal affairs. They are not fulfilled as individuals,
rather as the gemora says, “family — family”.

Shortly after that, we move on to Pesach, which has the
ultimate tradition of families joining together at the seder.
This is not by mere chance. The verse tells us that we are
supposed to eat the Korban Pesach in a group which must
be defined in advance, and that every Jew is part of a
group.

We are all blessed to belong to this wonderful community.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or
in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul during that day will
to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul,
as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

17 Adar sponsored by the Albert Family

a7y YWITY NI DTIYN NODI vy

18 Adar I sponsored by the Reich and Berger Families

a7y 291 PYTY N2 MDIN vy

22 Adar I sponsored by the Lubliner Family
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N MISHLOAGH MANOS

= CAMPAIGN

The Neshei are making and delivering charming and

personal mishloach manos for shul members.
e for Purim with les
the shul at th

ss, while supporting
me time,

Whole Member List - 480w

or build your own
recipient list

Up to 12 names - 12p per name
13+ names - 102 per name

=
WEBSITE going LIVE this coming MONDAY!
Early Bird Special
42010 for the whole member list!
Deadline: 11-Mar-24

Melaveh Malkah Payments

Did you buy a journal ad or a seat but didn’t pay yet?

Please remember to pay as soon as possible (preferably

before the dinner). There are many ways to pay:

¢ www.ahavasshalom.org/mm5784

e www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

e PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

e Cash or Credit card terminal via Mr. Beer

e American Friends of Ahavas Shalom at
ahavasshalom.com/donate (donations in USD)

e PayPal Giving Fund (via above URL)

Please remember to indicate that you are paying for an ad
or a dinner seat in the notes section or via separate email!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

»*
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Pu Pam !

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos




Melaveh Malkah 2024

Thank you to everyone who came an who was involved.
The Journal, Videos and Image Gallery are available at
Ahavasshalom.org/2024-journal
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