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Good Mourning

“And all of the House of Israel
shall cry for the conflagration that
Hashem has sent.” (Vayikra 10:6)

Aharon’s two sons died after bringing
an offering to Hashem, which they
thought was the right thing to do. It is

truly sorrowful when someone thinks
he is doing something right, yet is
actually doing something so wrong
that he must lose his life because of it.

Perhaps this provides an opportunity for us to reflect on
the reasons one is obligated to mourn altogether. Hashem
runs the world and obviously knows what He is doing.
Everything He does is for the ultimate good! If that is the
case, wouldn’t crying indicate a lack of belief in G-d’s
running the world?

The granddaughter of a Rosh Yeshiva in America tragically
died on Purim, leaving behind orphans including a two-
month-old baby. As the Rosh Yeshiva was getting out of
the car before the funeral, he commented to the person
escorting him, “It is all good!” The escort asked back, “Do
you really mean that?” and the Rosh Yeshiva responded “I
really do” — and then he burst out crying. One can have
stalwart belief that everything Hashem does is for the best,
and at the same time mourn the tragedy at hand.

The Ramban tells us that the statement, “It is natural for
people to die”, is not true, for initially people were
supposed to live forever. It is only our sins and inadequate
ways which cause death to exist, thereby removing us from
achieving our ultimate goal of eternal bliss. Therefore,
when someone dies, there is a regimen of halachos that
must be followed because mourning is proper.

For example, upon the demise of Sarah — who Chazal said
lived a perfect life — there was a need for three days of
crying, as those who have moved on have lost
opportunities to achieve greater heights in spirituality.
Similarly, shortly before the Vilna Gaon died, he lifted his
izitzis, cried, and said, “For a few pennies, look what one
can accomplish in this world. Once we move on to the next
world, we can’t accomplish anything.” Aside from this, the
people left behind have lost a role model who

demonstrated a certain way of serving Hashem.

I believe the case of the children of Aharon is the ultimate
example of something worth crying over. These great men
were trying to serve Hashem to their utmost, and made a

fatal mistake in their act of what they felt was performing a
(Continued on page 2)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Gedalia Spira
on the engagement of their daughter Rivka
Leah to Chaim Oberlander!

Mazel Tov to the Kehat family on the
engagement of their daughter.
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20:15-21:00
SHUL HALL - FOR WOMEN - Q&A SESSION

All SHIURIM ARE RECORDED AND AVAILABLE ON AHAVASSHALOM.ORG
LAST SHIUR BEFORE PESACH. « SHIUR WILL RESUME 5-MAY

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Shemini
YPAY NI naw my
Erev Shabbos J3 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R 030
“Early Mincha” 17:23 “NRTpIn” 1o
Plag Hamincha 17:43 mranm 379
Candle Lighting 18:25/18:45 A3 PN
Mincha 3 18:47 '3
Sunset 19:05 ypw
Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 08:15 maaa
Shochein Ad 08:45 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:46 N30T w7p T 910
Latest Shema - G'ra 09:32 R7737 WP 1T 910
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz 17:45 %Ak N7
Zemiros Shiur 18:00 MY
Mincha 2 18:20 '3 7N
Sunset 19:06 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 19:43 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 20:06 '3 20
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mitzvah. What greater tragedy can there be than that?!
This is why Moshe said that everyone should cry over this
tragedy, though their punishment was deserved.

In our own lives we often go to a shiva house for the
purpose of comforting the mourner and wonder what to
say. I would like to begin with the words of Rav Sholom
Schwadron on the verse, “It is better to go to a house of
mourning than to go to a wedding” (Koheles 7:2). He
explains that it is because when people go to a wedding all
they do is prattle, whereas at a shiva home people usually
find it hard to say anything, and therefore they sit quietly.

The Gemora tells us that if a word is worth a dollar,
silence is worth two. Therefore, Rabbi Schwadron explains
that one is better off going to a shiva home and being silent
rather than going to a wedding and talking.

I believe there is a deeper meaning to his words: At a
wedding the guests are exuberant, full of life, and carefree.
Whereas at the shiva home, the atmosphere causes one to
weigh his every action and word. Indeed, it gives us more
purpose in our actions and words, than at a wedding
where we don’t feel the same somberness. We are
supposed to leave the house of mourning with a greater
realization that every moment of life should be lived to
fulfill one’s purpose. Our vigilance in how we act and
speak in the house of mourning should follow us even
when we leave.

The Egyptians experienced tremendous afflictions, yet
they didn’t use them to grow closer to Hashem. As
believing Jews, our job is learn from our “low” times (such
as the loss of a loved one r”l), to take greater advantage of
the life Hashem has given us. We learn from the Parsha
that in order to do this, it isn’t just the thought that counts.
Our actions also need to be based on the will of Hashem.

Ready for Pesach? Come to the Rav’s Halacha shiur on Tuesday
nights so that you'll be able to answer questions like these!
Question from the Q&A book from RBSsemicha.com

Q&A: A Crumby Cover

Dovid and Tamar Berkowitz were in their home in

Israel for Pesach. When it came time to set the

table, they realized that they had used all the

tablecloths they owned throughout the year with chometz,

and didn't have any new ones for Pesach. Are they

permitted to take one of these "chomefz-dik” tablecloths,

put it into the washing machine with detergent on the hot

cycle, and then use it on Pesach without a plastic cover on

it?

Yes. According to the letter of the law, as quoted

by the S.A., M.B. and A.H,, as long as they wash

the tablecloth with detergent in hot water, they

may then use it on Pesach. However, the minhag is to be

stringent whenever possible, and Dovid should try to

purchase a new tablecloth for Pesach use only or,

alternatively, use a new plastic cover over his chometz-dik
tablecloth.
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17:20-18:20
SHABBOS AFTERNOONI

Chocolates and
Treats for all
participants!

YOU can be the
SPONSOR of AuB.

~ Let's give the boys
something special
on Shabbos

Chocolates: 150m
' Snacks/Nosh: 50m

17:45-18:15 Junior
Avos uBanim

Mechiras Chometz

The Rav will be available to help you €

sell your chometz on these dates: el
Date Members Everyone
Motza’ei Shabbos Apr 13 |21:00-21:15 |21:15-21:45
19:45-20:10
Tues Apr 1 1:25-21:4
ues Apr 16 21:15-21.25 21:25-21:45
Motza’ei Shabbos Apr 20 |21:00-21:15 |21:15-21:45

Contact the Rav 052-763-5938 to make other arrangements.

Forms (in Hebrew and English, and for both the regular
sale on the 14th and the special sale on the 13th) will be
available at the above dates and times, but if you want to
fill them out online and in the comfort of your own home,
download them from:

ahavasshalom.org/chometz

The authorization MUST be completed (Date & Signature)
with and in the presence of the Rav Shlit"a

It is an accepted, long-standing Minhag to com-
pensate the Rav for his time and effort in selling
your Chametz. Some have written that there is a
Halachic basis for this, and it is a good thing to
do. (From the Sefer Piskei Teshuvos)

Ahavas Sthlom Vaad

Note that due to legal and financial concerns, the Vaad cannot
accept donations and then transfer cash to the Rav. If you want
to take part in this long-standing minhag, either give cash/check
directly to the Rav or contact Aryeh Beer to transfer funds direct-
ly to the Rav’s bank account.




Sponsor Yeshivas Bein HaZmanim
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With Chodesh Nissan approaching, we're gearing up for
another month of learning in the shul's Yeshivas Bein
Hazmanim. Please consider sponsoring a day of YBHZ for
300w and keep the sound of Torah alive in Ahavas
Shalom. Sponsorship is easy:

¢ Ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

e PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

e Speak to Avishai Hill

Men’s Pre-Pesach Shiur

With Rav
Zarchariash
Thursday April 11th

Shiur starts 20:15
in the Beis

Medrash
(21:00 Maariv)

Followed by
Siyum
in the Hall

Sponsorship
opportunities
available!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim
this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos [PESACHT

Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos

Sefer Clean Up

All private sefarim were
moved to the bottom shelves. }

Do you still have a sefer here? |

Please either take it home or
if you still use it, put it on one
of the top shelves.

Any sefarim still here on April
16th will be deemed hefker
and the librarians will do with '
them as they see fit. |
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DEADLINE for MATZAH ORDERS
is THIS TUESDAY!

Easy ordering online at

ahavasshalom.org/matza
Hand made (machine ground) 200m/kg
Full price list is online. :

Questions? Contact
Peretz Dissen
Voice/WhatsApp:
054-566-5084 or write
matza@ahavasshalom.org

Deadline for orders: Apr 9 at 23:00

Join the Kehilla for
baking Matzas

Apr 16/Nissan 8 at approx. 17:30.

Get updates on baking:
ahavasshalom.org/matzachat




Mevorchin Rosh Chodesh Nissan
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The Molad will be Monday

night, 57 minutes and 7 chalakim after 10 in the
evening. (Israeli Clock Time 23:38.)
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Rosh Chodesh Nisan will be Tuesday.

Shabbos Afternoon Learning:

Shiurim in the Hall:

17:45-18:00 Pele Yoetz Shiur
from the Rav on ) 2wn.

18:00-18:20 Shabbos Zemiros
Shiur from Avishai Hill.

Or

17:45-18:20 Individual learning in the
Beis Medrash

» GMACH SMACHOT

IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT
THE GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,
ahavasshalom.org/smachot

&=,

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved ones or
in honor of a special occasion, and all the learning and
davening that take place in our shul during that day will
to your merit. Just 120m per sponsorship, which is
announced via a notice on the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul,
as well as an announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

25 Adar II sponsored by the Albert Family
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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