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You Can Do ItToo

A prophet from your midst, from your
brothers, like me, shall Hashem establish
for you, to him you shall hearken.
(Devarim 18:15)

I have a close friend who is an
exceptional Talmud chacham. As a
child he played ball and had fun like
everyone else, and was “one of the

guys.” Already in his adolescence he
took learning more seriously, and
became a masmid to the point that today he is an expert in
all of shas, including zeroim and taharos, with Rishonim and

Acharonim! One can only be awed by the presence of such a
person. I would like to explain how one should relate to
this friend — or someone similar to him.

The gemora in Shabbos (112b) states, “If the previous
generations are like angels, we are just people. And if they
are like people, then we are donkeys!” I heard an
explanation that if we perceive certain people as Angels,
way above everyone else, we will think of ourselves as
“normal” people. However, if we think that they are
normal people (like us), then this shows that we are
lagging so far behind them, to the point that the Gemara
compares us to a donkey (meaning we will have to do a lot
of work to reach their stature). People put gedolim on a
pedestal as a defense mechanism so that they do not feel
obligated to strive for that level of greatness. This is an
incorrect approach. It is very important to know that many
of the gedolim were mischievous children (possibly today
they would have been diagnosed with ADHD) and one
could not see signs of greatness in them as children.
Therefore, we are also obligated, even with our own
limitations, to strive to reach levels of greatness.

It is said in the name of Rabbi Yisroel Salanter (1809-1883)
that it is easier to learn all of Shas than to change one bad
character trait. Indeed, there are very few people whom I
have seen change their character traits. One childhood
friend of mine, who was a “happy go lucky fellow”, later
became a more serious adult. Another classmate of mine
said about him, “He is the person who gives me
equilibrium in my life, for he calls me every erev Shabbos
to see how I am doing.” That seriousness and commitment
was not something he was born with but something he
worked on.

Another place where I have seen this misconception is
when someone rises to become a Rosh Yeshiva or a
(Continued on page 2)

Kinyan HaMesechta is Starting the
THIRD PEREK of SOTA!

Come learn Mesechta Sota and
KNOW IT!

This is a great time to join the Ahavas Shalom
“Kinyan HaMesechta Chabura” as we begin learning

the third perek of Sota on Mon, Sep 9!
Meeting 08:15-09:05 Sun-Thurs mornings in the hall.

Kinya

n
Hamasechta

If you are interested in
joining, please contact R’
Elyahu Jacobs to receive

your free Gemora.

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Shoftim
Dwow nwas naw mh
Erev Shabbos 3 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R M3I0
“Early Mincha” 17:18 “NRTpIn” 1o
Plag Hamincha 17:38 mrant 39
Candle Lighting 18:19/18:39 A npn
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Mincha 2 17:35 '3 1nan
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Ma’ariv 1 19:35 s Putlivial
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Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




Question from the Q& A book from RBSsemicha.com
Q&A: Waking the Key Man

Mr. Shlomo Kagan decided it was time to teach his
son Yitzchak Tzvi a trade. He took him to India,
his use his own
money, purchased diamonds and precious gems. When
they returned home, Mr. Kagan locked the diamonds that
Yitzchak Tzvi purchased in the family safe. Still jet-lagged,
he went to sleep, while Yitzchak Tzvi went to work trying
to make a deal. Within a few minutes, he had arranged to
sell all his goods to Mr. Pinsky at a very good profit — but
he had to act quickly. Otherwise, Mr.
Pinsky said he would go elsewhere.
It was then that Yitzchak Tzvi /|
realized that the safe was locked and ¥

and, making son

pocket! Is Yitzchak Tzvi permitted to
wake his father up, so that he can get
the key and make the sale?
Yes. This is because Shlomo Kagan would be
very happy that his son is making money and
will not be upset that he was awakened for this.
While it is true that there is a story in the Gemora about a
gentile named Dama Ben Nesina who did not wake up his
father in a similar situation, the Gemora praised him for his
actions. Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt"l, explains that the father
of this gentile was mentally ill. As such, he did not care if
his son made a large profit on the deal and would have
been very upset if woken up.
YD 240 Gemora Kedushin 31a; Rav Moshe Feinstein
"Dibros Moshe" Kiddushin Simon 50 Note 17

Yeshivas Bein HaZmanim

Rosh Chodesh marked the end of
Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim Summer
2024. Thank you to all the donors

who made this program so
successful.

We look forward to another
Yeshivas Bein Hazmanim after
Yom Kippur!

(Continued from page 1)
prominent Rav and his opinion is quoted internationally.
There are people who ask, “HIM? He was a troublemaker

17

in his youth just like the rest of us!” Indirectly they are
minimizing his greatness in Torah, and trying to make
themselves feel better about their lack of growth, by

saying that this Rav is just a regular person, like them.

Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch (1808-1888) comments about
the issue of prophets in this week’s Parsha. Rav Hirsh says
that a prophet has to be one who grew up within normal
society, just like the rest of the people of his time. Yet
everyone is obligated to heed his word even though he
was that fellow with whom they played with as a child.

As we look towards Rosh
Hashanah, 1 feel that it is
worthwhile to look at the
people around us who have [
shined this year. We should try
to emulate their ways, and not
minimize their progress and
what they have become. It
could very well be that
someone you know has reached a higher status than in the
past. When you see people just like you attain a higher
level, be inspired by it.
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Shabbos Afternoon:
16:35-17:35

Ages 3-7 learn $hour
7+ 1 hour.

NOTE
NEW TIME

CHOCOLATE

CHASE

Come 3 Shabboses during Elul
and get a Chocolate Bar!
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'YOU can also Sponsor AuB!
Treats: 50m Chocolates: 150m
- > o o o o o o




Early Bird Special!

PAY for your Yomim Noraim scats
by Midnight Sep 10 and receive a

10% discount!

Member Prices Per Scat;
FULL Early Bird

250 225w
1500 1350
200~ 180~

First Seat

Add’l seats for spouse
and dependent children

Add'l seats for extended
family and out-of-town
guests

Associate Member Prices Per Scat:

3500 315w

Additional secats

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just 120 per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on
the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please contact
Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

Av 28 sponsored by the (Alan) Rubenstein Family

vy ATYON NA PN DON vys

Av 30 sponsored by the Helprin Family
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4 Elul sponsored by the Madowicz Family
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2500 225n
n-Member Prices Per Seat:

500 X

To receive the member price:
e You must be a full member (not an associate member).

¢ Outstanding financial obligations must be paid in full.

e You must have a standing order to pay via “horaat keva” or
credit card, or must pay dues (190m per month.) for
September, October, and November 2024 in full.

Hardship cases will be handled with sensitivity and discretion.

Nedarim Plus ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
ahavasshalom.org/ynseats (Coupon code “EARLY”)

After payment, please contact Brad Rubenstein 054-237-0028 or
brad@ahavasshalom.org to arrange exact seats.

*Non-members can begin purchasing seats on Motza’ei Shabbos
07-Sep-24.

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim

this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HILCHOS YoM KIPPUR

"

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos

Bar Mitzvah in 5785?

If your son having a Bar Mitzvah in 5785, make sure you
schedule the date with us as soon as possible so as to avoid
disappointment due to scheduling conflicts. Contact Nafta-
li Kaplan Gabbai@AhavasShalom.org to schedule your
son’s Bar Mitzvah.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai mﬁéﬁ

to read the name of a choleh on Shabbos
during the Mi SheBeirach, you must

submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by —
Thursday!

Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to
Mrs. Zakoo at office@ahavasshalom.org. The list is erased
each Rosh Chodesh, so you'll need to resubmit the names

after a month if they are still relevant.

Thank you for following this procedure which enables us to have
the Shabbos service run more smoothly!

¢/ GMACH SmAcHOT

| | IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE

‘ﬁw " GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
Gy NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot

Keep Your Slate Clean!

If you have outstanding pledges from an Aliyah, fulfill
your obligations quickly and easily using any of the
following methods:

¢ Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door

¢ Nedarim Plus online ahavasshalom.org/nedarim

e PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

e Ahavasshalom.com/donate
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Thank You Rabbi Teichtal

In the Beis Medrash 5784

In the Beis Medrash 5763

When one thinks of Beis Medrash Ahavas Shalom, it is hard
to not also think about the Kollel run by Rabbi Akiva
Teichtal —after all, the Beis Medrash and the Kollel were
both founded at the same time a quarter of a century ago.
While Rabbi Teichtal rebranded as Kollel Bet Zvi, the Kollel
and Rabbi Teichtal have been an integral part of our Beis
Medrash, and rarely would a day go by without the sound
of Rabbi Teichtal teaching Torah in our Beis Medrash.

Until now.

Rabbi Teichtal is moving up to a new position at the Reishit
Yeshiva in Beit Shemesh, and will be leaving his position of
Rosh Kollel at the end of 5784. We thank him for many years
of service and wish him hatzlocho and brocho in bringing his
unique style of Torah to a new group of students!

Ahavas Shalom Community Kollel

Baruch Hashem, we are excited to announce the opening
this Elul of a new Kollel program, learning in Ahavas Sha-
lom under the auspices of the existing Ahavas Shalom
Kollel. A group of Avreichim will be learning in the morn-
ings Gemora Be’iyun. The Avreichim will also be available for
the first hour of the Seder (roughly 09:00-10:00) to learn
b’chavrusa with members of the community.

For details and sponsorship opportunities, contact the
Rosh Kollel, Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen (052-762-4727)

Times are Changing!

The first weekday Mincha moves to 13:10
this Sunday, and remains at this time for two
weeks. FYI: The time will change again the
following Sunday (Sep 22) to 13:05 for a
week, and then settle at 13:00 on Sep 29 for the rest of the
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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