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Sometimes Nothing is Something!

“Yitzchok said to them...You hate me...
They said...Let there now be an oath
between us...We did nothing but good to
you, and sent you away in peace...they
each swore to the other...Yitzchok sent
them away and they left in

peace.” (Bereishis 26:27-33)

This is indeed a very odd
conversation. Yitzchak certainly had
good reason to say that Avimelech
didn’t send him off in peace. Avimelech mistreated him
with hate and jealousy. They should be at odds with each
other. Yet Avimelech offers to make a peace treaty and
Yitzchak acquiesces?

In fact, Yitzchak makes this clear by saying to Avimelech -
“you hated me”. To which they respond, “we sent you off
in peace.” It seems that both sides are talking past each
other.

I believe that in order to understand this, we must first
understand the nature of the world’s view of the Jews. We
assume that without provocations people will get along. I
believe this to be a mistake. It is similar to thinking that if
one had a cat and a mouse in a house together and the
mouse didn’t provoke the cat, there would be no reason for
the cat to eat the mouse. However, the nature of the cat is
to eat mice without provocation. When Chazal tell us that
Klal Yisroel is like a sheep amongst 70 wolves, they are
telling us that, this is the nature of how the world is set up.
This is something that we must be aware of at all times. In
fact, Chazal tell us that the halacha is
Yaakov” (whether that means all gentiles or just certain
gentiles will be left for a different discussion).

“Eisav hates

Notwithstanding, there are exceptions to the rule and we
appreciate those brave gentiles who go against the tide.
They deserve to be honored for their righteousness.

Rav Zalman Sorotzkin points to a verse in megillas Esther
and gives a novel interpretation, in order to explain our
parsha. Achashveirosh had a sleepless night. He calls in his
attendant to read to him from the book of memoirs. The
story is told of the patriotism of Mordechai who saved the
king from the wicked plot of two. The king asks, “How
was he repaid?” and the answer given was that there was
nothing done to him. It should have said instead, “He
wasn’t repaid.”? Rav Sorotzkin explains being that the
natural inclination of those countries at that time was to

(Continued on page 3)
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Oneg
shabbos

The Kehila is invited to an
Oneg Shabbos with the
Rav and Rebbitzen

e At the home of
Mr. & Mrs. Gershon Fern
38/1 Nachal Lachish

(Bottom of steps on right, or entrance from
the “Seltzer” path in the Ayalon park)

Men, Women and Children are

Welcome

Starting at 20:30

Aliyos. Pledges. Seats. ANYTHING
you want. It's so easy. Use the terminal

near the front door or visit
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim.

Click. Pay. Done!
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This newsletter is sponsored by David Margulis
In great appreciation for R. Peretz Dissen




The Rav’s Halacha Shiur is
learning the laws of
CHANUKAH! Need help on
these questions? Come to the
shiur on Tuesdays! Question
from RBSsemicha.com

Q&A: Menorah Work

Mrs. Goldberg followed the custom of not doing

work after candle lighting. After Mr. Goldberg lit

the Chanukah menorah, she stopped doing her
work and sat with her grandchildren to play dreidel.
According to the M.B., when may Mrs. Goldberg resume
her work?

1. Thirty minutes after the candles have been lit.

2. When the candles have finished burning.

1. According to the M.B., once the candles have
been lit for 30 minutes, the mitzvah has been
completed and Mrs. Goldberg may resume her

work. OC670 M.B. 4

Q&A:Who Lights?

The Dental School gave Max and Sam the last day

of Chanukah off. They found this great deal at an

isolated hotel, where each boy got their own room,
in the mountains. Max remembered to bring his menorah
with exactly 8 candles with him (he forgot a ninth candle
for the shamash), but Sam forgot his, and the nearest store
that might have candles was miles away. What is the best
way for the two of them to light the candles on the last
night?

1. Max should light all eight candles and say the
brochos himself. Sam is out of luck.

2. Sam should give Max some money to buy a portion
of the candles. Max will still light them all and only
he will say the brochos.

3. Max will give Sam a candle as a gift (or sell it to
him). They will each light just one candle and both
say the appropriate brochos.

3. It is better for both friends to fulfill the
mitzvah of lighting a candle and saying the
brochos, rather than only one of them doing it

mehadrin min hamehadrin. OC671 M.B. 6
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AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19:00!
Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour
followed by a TEHILLIM GATHERING at 20:00

ICE CREAM,TREATS, and PRIZES
for all participants at 20:10!

Support Avos uBanim
by sponsoring one of the many “incentives”
for the boys to come and learn:

Pizza Party 275m ¢ Prizes 200m
Ice Cream 180me Treats 100m

Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info
AUB®@ahavasshalom.org

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:30-16:00
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bully the Jews. The fact that Mordechai was no longer
picked on was considered his reward. This means that the
reward was that the gentiles didn't do anything to
Mordechai!

So too, Rav Sorotzkin explains that when Yitzchak tells

Avimelech, “You hated me” Avimelech responds, “What
do you mean? I let you live in peace!” (The rest of their
discussion is just to work out the details of their
relationship).

This same idea is brought down in a medrash in this
week’s parsha: A lion mauled prey and a bone was stuck
in its throat. He [the lion] said: Anyone who extracts it, I
will give him a reward. An Egyptian heron with a long
beak inserted its beak and extracted it. It said to it [the
lion]: Give me my reward. It [the lion] said to it: Go, boast,
and say that you entered the mouth of a lion in peace and
emerged in peace (meaning, that the fact that nothing
happened to you in my mouth, is your reward). (Bereishis
Rabba 64:10)

We find ourselves in a time where the Jews across the
entire globe have supporters, though these supporters are
under pressure to reverse course. We must understand
that these current allies deserve recognition for standing
up to help us, and whether they have personally to gain or
not is irrelevant. May this Divine protection that we have
been granted for now, continue, and may we recognize
that this “unnatural” support has all been orchestrated by
our Father in Heaven. The more we appreciate this as an
“unnatural” state, the more it should strengthen our
bitachon in Hashem.

GROWTH

THROUGH THE

PARSHA

WITH
RAV ZACHARIASH

NO SHIUR THIS WEEK
NEXT SHIUR WILL BE

SUNDAY
NOV 26

20:15-21:00
SHUL HALL
FOR WOMEN

All SHIURIM ARE RECORDED AND AVAILABLE ON AHAVASSHALOM.ORG

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just 120m per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice

on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please
contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

29 Cheshvan sponsored by the Berger Family
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this every  Shabbos
afternoon, Rav Zachariash will give his shiur
for men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the shiur
will begin at 15:45 on the topic f9an.

and

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
If you have cholim that you would like the § T
Gabbai to mention during Shabbos day mﬁaﬁ

davening, please submit these names via
email to Mrs. Zakoo at %

office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at

12:00 (Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This
will help to save some time and enable the flow of the Shabbos
service to remain consistent. The list was just erased on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.
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The Rav will be giving 2
shiurim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mzshnayos

New Series!

CHANUKAH
20:15 TUESDAY

Both shiurim are given in shul
and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at
ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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