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Better Ask First

“Yehudah said to his brothers, “‘What will
we gain if we kill our brother and cover
up his blood?’” (Bereishis 37:26)

Often people do things for which they
then orchestrate a cover-up so as not
to take the blame. The Kotzker Rebbe
(Menachem Mendel Morgenstern
of Kotzk 1787-1859) says that the
brothers were asking: “Is it correct to
kill Yosef if we feel that we will have
to cover it up?” The implication is that if one is doing the
right thing, one should not be ashamed.

The 10 brothers — the Shivtei Ka — acting as a Beis Din, had
come to a clear conclusion that Yosef was deserving of the
death penalty. Yet we see time and time again that the
brothers have a guilty conscience — unsure if they did the
right thing or not. This seems a bit odd, for if there ever
was a beis din that had talmidei chachamin on it, it was this
one! So what were their misgivings?

When Reuven came back to the pit and saw Yosef was
gone, he ripped his garment. Rashi explains that Reuven
had been doing teshuva for rearranging his father’s bed. It
seems to imply that the two episodes have something in
common.

I saw an astounding explanation. A person may know that
he could win his case in beis din because the halacha is on
his side, but that “quick fix” will not necessarily repair the
greater issue. Beis Din is an important institution, but, even
if we know the way the judgement will come out, have we
really accomplished our ultimate goal? In these cases, we
ought to seek advice of Daas Torah to find out what our
proper approach should be.

Reuven used his judgement and concluded that his father’s
bed should be moved. Was he right or wrong? Reuven is
chastised by his father in Parshas Vayechi, but that was for
his impulsiveness, and not that he was incorrect. This
implies that while Reuven might have been justified for
what he did, it still was not proper to actually use this
approach.

So too, when Reuven came to the pit and saw that Yosef
was missing, he said, “Perhaps we should have taken
council with Yaakov, our father?” Similar to his switching
of the beds, this is also an instance where that which was
done may have been strictly correct, but was the wrong
approach.

(Continued on page 3)
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Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yosef and Temima
Richards on the Bar Mitzvah of their
son Binyomin. The davening and
Aliyah  I'Torah will take place this
Shabbos at a special minyon in the
Beis Tefillah Hall starting at 08:30,
followed by a Kiddush at
approximately 11:15.
- CHEAD -

Mazel Tov to R' Eliahu and Bracha Escovitz
and R' Mel and Rona Grabina on the birth
of a Grandson to their children Shlomo and
Tamar Grabina!
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Mazel Tov to R' Eliahu and Bracha Escovitz
on the engagement of their granddaughter
Racheli Benguigui of Miami, Florida, to
Yaakov Deutsch of Lakewood, New Jersey.

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing this and every Shabbos
afternoon, Rav Zachariash will give his shiur [l
for men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the shiur
will begin at 15:40 on the topic 9.
Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeishev
awm nwas naw me
Erev Shabbos 13y 3
Mincha 1 12:30 'R 130
Extra Mincha 13:30 NapI1 AnIn
Candle Lighting 15:59/16:19 s mpn
Mincha 2 16:21 =Rniaplal
Sunset 16:39 ypY
Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:00 almighut
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:12 N7307 w7p 8T 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 09:00 Nty w7p T 910
Mincha 1 13:00 'R 030
Pele Yoetz 15:40 T 879
Mincha 2 15:55 g Srnianlal
Sunset 16:39 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:16 'R 2PN
Ma’ariv 2 _ '3 3N

This issue is sponsored in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of

Binyomin Richards




Shiurim |
with the Rav ¥

The Rav will be giving 2 shi- =~
urim this coming week: e

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Chanukah
Both shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:

cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

________

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul
during that day will to your merit. Just 120 per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on
the “Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well as an
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day
please contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

20 Kislev sponsored by the Beer Family
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24 Kislev sponsored by the Avraham Schwartz Family
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26 Kislev sponsored by the Escovitz Family

a7y 99799 YN NI DN MN vy

The Rav’s Halacha Shiur is learning
the laws of CHANUKAH! Need help
on these questions? Come to the shiur
on Tuesdays! Question from
RBSsemicha.com . am 2
Q&A: Zagen A Brocho-Again and Again
Reuven's nephew Dovid was a star talmid in
Lakewood and was given the honor by his class to
light the menorah in the Beis Medrash on the first

day of Chanukah. He did so, saying all three brochos. Then
he went home to his small apartment on Hadassah lane,

where he lived alone. What should he do now?
1. He does not need to do anything, as he has fulfilled
his obligation to light in the Beis Medrash.
2. He needs to light, but he does not need to say any of
the brochos again.
3. He needs to light, and he should say some of
the brochos again.
4. He needs to lightt and he must say all
three brochos again.was the case of the Rema?
3. Dovid must light again, as he did not fulfill his
obligation to light Chanukah candles when he lit
in the Beis Medrash. He needs to repeat the first
two brochos (lehadlik ner... and she’asa nissim...), but he does
not repeat the Shehechiyanu brocho that he said at the Beis
Medrash, because that covered the entire holiday of
Chanukah. OC 671 M.B. 45
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MEGA CHANUKAH AuB &

AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 18:30!
Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour
followed by a TEHILLIM GATHERING at 19:30

Sponsored by the
Parker Family - Rabbi Moshe Dovid Cohen
R’ Shimon Goldwater

Pizza, CHOCOLATES
TREATS, and PRIZES!

Support Avos uBanim
by sponsoring one of the many “incentives”
for the boys to come and learn:

Pizza Party 275m e+ Prizes 200w
Ice Cream 180+ Treats 100m

Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info aub@ahavasshalom.org

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha 15:25-15:55




Mevarchin Rosh Chodesh Teves

Yoy NN NPT Y27 D2 DY 19N
N2%2 MY >IN DPYN

The Molad will be on Tuesday, 1 minute and
3 chalakim after 8 in the evening (isracli Clock Time 19:34).
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Rosh Chodesh Teves w1ll be on Wednesday.

(Continued from page 1)

On the other hand, we sometimes find the opposite to be
true. In last week’s parsha Shimon and Levi destroyed the
city of Shechem without first taking counsel from their
father Yaakov. Yaakov takes them to task and they give a
terse reply which seems to mollify Yaakov. The
implication is that they did the right thing, while had they
asked first, they might have instead done the wrong thing!
It seems to me that we need some type of rule as to when
we should “do it on our own without asking advice” and
when we should “seek advice before acting.”

Many years ago there was a complex question for which I
felt that one should rule leniently, based on three different
cases discussed by the gedolei hador, where in each case
there was a gadol who ruled that we should be lenient. I
presented it to a great Rav in Jerusalem, and suggested
that as there were three different possible leniencies, each
of which had a great Rabbi behind the ruling, that should
be ample reason to be lenient. He smiled at me and said,
“If you had thought it was correct to be stringent, would
the fact that three other Rabbis were stringent in three
different cases be ample reason to be stringent here?” He
left me to think it over.

In short, many times our personal agenda gets in the way
of our making an objective decision. In those situations,
we need to ask for guidance. I am not saying this about
the Avos Hakedoshim, but rather as a point to contemplate
for our own growth. Yes, sometimes the emotional
response is correct, as we see on Chanukah, where the
Maccabees went to war knowing that they might lose, but
with the understanding that they should be standing up
for Hashem.

This Chanukah, may we merit the clarity of thought to
make correct decisions, which will bring us to take the
right actions with the proper motivation.
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INVITES ALL WOMEN & CHILDREN OF
THE COMMUNITY TO OUR
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6:30PNI-8: 15PM : :
AHAVAS SHALOM HALL |
LACHISH 33, RBSA :

ETUESI]AY E\!ENING
6TH NIGHT ~ DEC 122023

DOUGHNUT DECORATING! CLAY MAKING!
CHANUKAH QUIZ WITH RAV ZACHARIASH!

10NIS PER CHILD FOR MEMBERS ~ 15NIS PER CHILD NON-MEMBERS
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Hamasechta
Starting Mesechta SOTA!

This is a great time to join the Ahavas Shalom
“Kinyan HaMesechta Chabura” as we begin learning

mesechta Sota on Monday December 18.
Meeting 08:15-09:05 Sun-Thurs mornings in the hall.

If you are interested in joining, please contact
R’ Elyahu Jacobs to receive your free Gemora.

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
If you have cholim that you would like the
Gabbai to mention during Shabbos day waﬁ

davening, please submit these names via

email to Mrs. Zakoo at
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at

12:00 (Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This
will help to save some time and enable the flow of the Shabbos
service to remain consistent. The list wil be erased on Rosh
Chodesh Teves, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.
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7 Learn One Hour...
o b b ...For The Soldiers

o Can you add one hour of Torah
AR &7 learning for the protection of the
. S Soldiers?

Aside from their personal danger, they

are protecting us and our families.
HELP THEM AND YOURSELF!
Visit ahavasshalom.org/1hour and sign up for an
hour of learning.

TORAH AND CHANUKAH |
_ WITH RAV ZACHARIASH _ ;-* :
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Davening Changes for Chanukah

Changes begin on Thursday (Dec 7) at Mincha.

e First Shacharis at 06:10.

e (07:15 Shacharis in the HALL on Rosh Chodesh, only.

e Extra Mincha at 16:20 (~20 minutes before sunset).

e Extra Maariv at 17:00 (~20 minutes after sunset).

e Extra Mincha at 13:30 on Friday Dec 8.

e No second Maariv Motza’ei Shabbos (Dec 9)

e Schedule returns to “normal” at Mincha next Friday
(Dec 15).
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Weekday “1(Fri) 'a(Thu) *1(Wed) ’a(Tue) ra(Mon) 'R(Sun) oI ' pant

times until | 06:10,07:15,08:15 | 06:10, 07:15, 08:10 | 06:10, 07:15%,08:10 | 06:10, 07:15,08:10 | 06:10, 07:15,08:10 | 06:10,07:15,08:10 | n~new T 9N
Pa_rsh_as 12:30, 16:23 13:00, 15:15,16:20 | 13:00, 15:15,16:20 | 13:00, 15:15,16:20 | 13:00, 15:15,16:20 | 13:00, 15:15,16:20 | Anmn nv1o
Mikeitz *Hall 17:00, 19:00, 21:00 | 17:00, 19:00,21:00 | 17:00,19:00,21:00 | 17:00,19:00,21:00 | 17:00,19:00,21:.00 | 2rwn Yim

HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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