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Side Effects

Yaakov awoke from his sleep, and said, In
truth, Hashem is in this place, and I did
not know it. (Bereishis 28:16)

RASHI: AND I DID NOT KNOW
IT— for had I known it I would not

have slept in as holy a place as
this.

In last week’s parsha, as Yaakov
tries to impersonate his brother
Yitzchak perceives
differences in his mannerisms. Rather than being

Eisav,

rough and coarse, his speech was gentle and even
incorporated a mention of Hashem. This caused
Yitzchak to wonder, “Who is this in front of me?”, as
these signs were clearly not Eisav-like. Thus, this put
Yaakov in danger of his true identity being revealed.
Since the goal was to impersonate Eisav as well as
possible in order to attain the brochos, why didn’t
Yaakov impersonate the mannerisms and speech of
Eisav as well?

I heard from one of the mispallelim in shul the
following explanation: There are some things that we
just do not change. Speaking with derech eretz and
recognizing that everything comes from Hashem are
not things with which to be tampered (except under
extreme conditions). Yaakov didn’t want to do
something improper that absolute
necessity.

wasn’t an

As we look into this week’s parsha, there is a
fascinating question to be asked: Yaakov goes to sleep
in a place without the proper appreciation of how
holy it was. He has a prophecy, which he understands
was given to him due to the holiness of the place. He
then exclaims, “If I would have known how holy this
place is, I would not have slept here!” The problem
with this exclamation is that if Yaakov would not
have slept there, he would not have had the
prophecy! Therefore, it was necessary for him to sleep
there without knowing how holy it was. Doesn’t this
suggest that the ends of his receiving the prophecy
justified the means of sleeping  there?
Furthermore, Hashem not only allowed him to sleep

him

(Continued on page 3)
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Lifecycles
Mazel Tov to the Rav and .=
Rebbetzin Zachariash on the Of ~

engagement of their daughter
Rochel to Yitzchak Zev
Perlstein!
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This newsletter is sponsored by Ari and Rochel Waldman in memory of her dear mother

Shula Bas Zalman Aryeh on her 3rd Yahrzreit
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Shabbos Schedule Parshas Vayeitzei
®Y" nwas naw mh
Erev Shabbos 3 39
Mincha 1 12:30 'R M3I0
Candle Lighting 16:00/16:20 A npn
Mincha 2 16:22 '3 7NN
Sunset 16:40 ypw
Shabbos Day 53wt or
Brachos 08:00 maoaa
Shochein Ad 08:30 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:05 N30T wp T 910
Latest Shema — G'ra 08:52 Nty w7p nT 410
Mincha 1 13:00 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz 15:40 L8%AK x99
Mincha 2 15:55 37NN
Sunset 16:40 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 17:17 'R 2P0
Ma’ariv 2 17:40 '3 20




The Rav’s Halacha Shiur is
learning the laws of
CHANUKAH! Need help on
these questions? Come to the
shiur on Tuesdays! Question
from RBSsemicha.com

Q&A:The Low-Down on a Menorah

Andy and Michelle went to Israel for a

simcha on Chanukah and stayed in a rented

apartment near the event. On the afternoon
before Chanukah, Andy saw that everyone in the
building had set up their menorahs outside the lobby
door in glass boxes. Andy quickly went to the store
and bought a simple glass box for his menorah and
placed it on the ground, under all the other
menorahs which were on chairs and other types of
racks. Which of the following is true?

1. He has fulfilled the mitzvah and does not have
to light again.

2. He has not fulfilled the mitzvah and should
light again with the menorah above 3 tefachim
high, but without a brocho.

3. He has not fulfilled the mitzvah and should
light again with the menorah above 3 tefachim
high, and with a brocho.

1. He fulfilled the mitzvah, b’dieved, and
does not have to light again. But, in the
future, it would be proper for the menorah

to be above 3 tefachim high. OC 671 M.B. 26

Q&A:You get a Menorah and you get a
Menorah and You get a Menorah

Reuven, an Ashkenazi Jew, lives with his

family that includes his boys Shimmy and

Hudy. Moshe Khodedadian, a Sefardi Jew,

lives with his family that also includes two boys.

How many menorahs will each of these families light
on Chanukah?

Reuven's Ashkenazi family will light three

menorahs, one menorah for the father and

two for the boys (Rivky, Reuven's young

daughter, might j
possibly light her i 5
Hello Kitty™ =

Menorah,

depending on the s

custom of her i

family).  Moshe's

Sefardi family will light only one menorah for the
entire household. 0C671:2

]

AuB Motza'ei Shabbos at 19:00!

Boys aged 7+ learn for 1 hour
followed by a TEHILLIM GATHERING at 20:00

ICE CREAM,TREATS, and PRIZES
for all participants at 20:10!

Support Avos uBanim
by sponsoring one of the many “incentives”
for the boys to come and learn:

Pizza Party 275m ¢ Prizes 200m
Ice Cream 180me Treats 100m

Contact Shlomo Hollander for more info
AUB®@ahavasshalom.org

AuB for ages 3-7 is still Shabbos afternoon
30 minutes before the last mincha
15:25-15:55




(Continued from page 1)

there, but actually sanctioned it by giving him this
prophecy! So, if Hashem said it is OK to sleep there,
why would he think otherwise?

I would like to share with

you a conversation
p~ that I had with a

member of
Hatzalah from

Ramat Beit
Shemesh. He
mentioned to

me that he was

considering retiring from this
lofty service because his children were getting older. I
probed further and asked him, “What exactly is the
problem? Missing the Shabbos table? A lack of
security? Or just a feeling of family becoming second
fiddle?” He answered, “None of the above. Rather, if
my children see me driving on Shabbos week in and
week out, though intellectually they would
understand that it was a mitzvah and not a sin, it
would still create for them a lack of trepidation
regarding desecrating the Shabbos. Since my primary
obligation is to educate my children, I will have to step
aside and allow others to do this holy mitzvah.”

So too, Yaakov was lamenting the fact that he
mistreated a holy place. Though, it may have been
necessary to get the prophecy, Yaakov didn’t want to
lose his sensitivity and therefore he bemoaned that
which he did.

The things that we do affect us, even if we do them for
a mitzvah. In fact, the Mishah Berurah in Siman Alef
tells us that though it is permissible to be brazen when
doing mitzvos, it is not worthwhile because one will
acquire a bad middah.

I heard in the name of Rav Pam that people read or
view news, without realizing the effect it will have on
them. One who sees the most horrific sights must keep
in mind that not every gruesome detail is important,
because precisely those details may have the negative
side effect of causing us to become desensitized.

Everything we do needs to be assessed to determine if
the possible benefit is worth the emotional and ethical
cost. Viewing an image with a warning “Viewer
discretion is advised” is probably not worth the cost.
But there will still be incidents where we will have to
do what is necessary and face the emotional risks,
such as Yaakov sleeping in a holy place, or even
fulfilling the mitzvah of wiping out Amalek.

May Hashem bless us that we have no grief or sorrow,
and we should be enveloped in shalom.

Netziv Hayom

Sponsor Netziv Hayom in memory of your loved
ones or in honor of a special occasion, and all the
learning and davening that take place in our shul

during that day will to your merit. Just 120m per
sponsorship, which is announced via a notice on the
“Netziv Hayom” board in the shul, as well
announcement in this newsletter. To sponsor a day please
contact Mrs. Zakoo Netziv@ahavasshalom.org.

as an

10 Cheshvan sponsored by the Lippman Family
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Pele Yoetz Shiur

Continuing  this every  Shabbos
afternoon, Rav Zachariash will give his shiur
for men on Pele Yoetz. This week, the shiur
will begin at 15:40 on the topic NMY9anN.

and
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Mi Shebeirach for Cholim

If you have cholim that you would like the Y |
Gabbai to mention during Shabbos day mﬁ@%
davening, please submit these names via «

email to Mrs. Zakoo at %
office@ahavasshalom.org by Thursday at —
12:00 (Please write the Hebrew names using Hebrew letters). This
will help to save some time and enable the flow of the Shabbos

service to remain consistent. The list was just erased on Rosh
Chodesh Kislev, and so if necessary please resubmit any names.
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The Rav will be giving 2

shiurim this coming week:

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos.

CHANUKAH
20:15 TUESDAY

Both shiurim are given in shul
and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Shiurim are archived at
ahavasshalom.org/youtube
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Whenever paying online for pledges,
Membership Dues, Netziv Hayom, or Aliyos...

Please help our office staff by IDENTIFYING
the purpose of any payment you make, which

can be done on the “notes” field in DRY WY Nt DND 1Y NYyTH vHan DY JurY TN
NedarimPLUS or PayPal. If you send in a payment DRN RN DX DAPHN 7PN KY DY )W RY APy
notification to Mrs. Zakoo, please include an explanation TPYTND NRIN NYIAD HY MRNINNY YN Nt PR
within your email. MY DI NRY )0 HY N 1DV JWIW DIYNNNN NN
Remember that payments can be made via: NN NRIN NYYNO RON ,DV YWD D NYIN
e Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door N DR GIN D XN AN D MY 7O IMNOON
¢ Online at www.ahavasshalom.org/nedarim MINKR YN XY DND ,DY PYHY D R

e PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

e C(Credit card terminal via Mr. Beer

e American Friends of Ahavas Shalom at
ahavasshalom.com/donate (donations in USD)
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