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Proud to be Jewish

“...and I have broken the bars of your
yoke, and 1 will have you walk
upright.” (Vayikra 26:13)

Rashi: Upright ( (nrnnijzmeans erect in
one’s posture (in contrast to the bent
position of a person who is under a yoke)
(Sifra, Bechukosai, Chapter 3 7).

What is Rashi teaching by telling us

that you will have a straight posture?
Furthermore, the gemora in Kidushin
(31a) says that it is forbidden for a person to go more than
four amos with an upright posture. This is even brought
down as the halacha in Shulchan Aruch (OC 2:6). How
could this then be a brocho?

I saw an explanation which indeed gives this blessing extra
meaning. In Shulchan Aruch OC 1:1 it says that a person
should not be embarrassed by people who are making fun
of his serving Hashem. This halacha is referring to a person
who, for example, doesn’t talk during chozoros hashatz, or
doesn’t speak lashon hara, and then people around him call
him “frummy” or similar derogatory phrases [even though
being frum is a good thing, one’s tone of voice or sarcasm
can even give even good words negative connotations and
be an issur of onaa’s devarim (if he is present) or lashon hara).
One should not be concerned about those who look at them
askance because of their devotion to Hashem.

There is a famous story told about a Chasidic Jew who was
riding the train in NYC wearing his standard Hasidic attire.
A survivor from the camps comes over to him and says in
Yiddish, “What are you doing dressed in that medieval get
-up? Don’t you realize how ridiculous you look? You bring
scorn and derision onto all Jews!” He answers, “I am sorry,
but I don’'t understand what you are saying. Perhaps
you're mistaking me for someone else, but I am Amish.” To
that the survivor said (in English), “I beg your forgiveness,
I didn’t realize that you were Amish. You should know
that I only have the utmost respect for you and your people
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- keeping your ways without bowing to society’s whims of
the day.”

The survivor’s attitude was clear. He first showed that to
him one’s Jewishness is something to be ashamed of, and it
should be kept hidden. But then, when it came to another
religion, he was clear that people have a right to be proud
of their own religions, and we should respect them when
they display it publicly.

(Continued on page 3)

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Yisroel and

Shuli Harris

on the

Bar

Mitzvah of their son Avraham
Yonah. The Aliyah I'Torah will
be this Shabbos in our Beis

Medrash. The

Kehila is

invited to a Kiddush in the

.S

» hall after davening.

Lag B’Omer ThankYous!

Our Lag B’Omer in the Park event
was such a success ONLY due to the
many people who volunteered their
time to help make it run so smoothly.
We therefore publicly thank the fol-

lowing people for all their efforts:
e Organizers: Hananiah and Merav

Lasker

e Lights: Shimon and Shira Young

e Quiz: Rabbi Teichtal

(Continued on page 2)

lag B Omer

~IN THE PARK

Shabbos Schedule Parshas Behar-Bechukosai
P393 NWAS Naw nwas naw m

Erev Shabbos 3w 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
“Early Mincha” 17:47 “PRTpIn” 1o
Plag Hamincha 18:07 Aranm 379
Candle Lighting 18:57/19:17 ma3 np7In
Mincha 3 19:19 '3 nn
Sunset 19:37 ypw

Shabbos Day 3T or
Brachos 08:15 moa3
Shochein Ad 08:45 W
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:14 N7307 U7p 8T 91D
Latest Shema - G'ra 09:07 R7737 WP 1T 91D
Mincha 1 13:30 'R M0
Mincha 2 18:00 =Ralaklal
Pirkei Avos Shiur 18:24 3R °pIs
Mincha 3 19:00 3NN
Sunset 19:38 ypw
Ma’ariv 1 20:15 s Putaivial
Ma’ariv 2 20:38 '3 30

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.
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Featuring Shiurim on Shavuos night from
RAV AVROHOM BARUCH ZACHARIASH
RABBI ABA WAGENSBERG
RaBBI ELIYAHU JACOBS
WITH AN OPEN BEIS MEDRASH ALL NIGHT!

that will take place during this night!

1000 Food and refreshments* 150 Masmidim
Current Sponsors

3 Shiurim sponsored by Pinchas and Toby Fader
Rav Zachariash: Refuah Shelayma for Aviva Malka bas Sarah Rivkeh
Rabbi Wagensberg: Zechus for besuros tovos for Am Yisrael
Rabbi Jacobs: Hakores HaTov to the best Maggid Shiur and Rebbe of
the Kinyan Hamasechta Program

Electricity: Steinberg Family
Flowers: Anonymous

Avos uBanim Ice Cream: Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Seltzer

Rabbi Teichtal’s Quiz: Avishai Hill and family:
N TN 0P 9N oY 072 DI X T

*Partial sponsorships are also available!
Please contact a vaad members for details

Buy in as a pariner in the many hours of learning

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shi-
urim this coming week: B

SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mzkvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: Hilchos Sefiras Ha’Omer

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom

Shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/youtube

(Continued from page 1)

e Music: Ari Goldwag and
Isaac & Rubenstein

e Posters and Banners: Elisheva
Goldwater

e Set Up/Down: Yossi Lasker,
Raanan Bodzin and Shlomo Zal-
man Woodrow

e Stands: Eli Waldman, Malka
Garalnik, Shuli Harris, Karen Ru-
benstein, Tamara Nyssen, Avital
Korin, Mr and Mrs Beer, Yair Las-
ker, Dalia Waldman, Yona & Mor-
dechai Rubenstein, Ami Wald-
man, Aaron Richards, Avraham
Harris, Gadi Lasker, Yitzchak
Billiyack, Goldwag :

e Photos/ Videos: Lev Seltzer and YitzY Berlin
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If you came 4 times then

you get a

CHOCOLATE BAR!
17:00-18:00

17:30-18:00 Junior Avos uBanim

ﬂ SHABBOS AFTERNOON! Treats for all participants

Summer Sponsorships: 50 Nosh, 150 Chocolates
Contact Shlomo Hollander for details

Thank you to all the fathers and sons who
cam on Lag B'Omer, making this the most
successful AuB Lag B'Omer pr'ogr'am ever!

Bou B’Shalom

Starting 18:49 Friday Afternoon
(30 minutes before the last mincha) .

V
Ml Shebelrach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the WA
Gabbai to read the name of a choleh on mﬁa%

Shabbos during the Mi SheBeirach, you @
must submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo - =

by Thursday! Send your list of Hebrew Names using

Hebrew Letters to Mrs. Zakoo at Ofﬁce@ahavasshalom.org.




(Continued from page 1)

With this thought in mind, what the Torah is telling us is
that we should be proud to be Jewish in all that we do.
This is a feeling that many people find difficult to have,
and even more difficult to pass on to the next generation.
The most important point is for a person to feel it
personally and to give it over to their children so that the
children should also feel it within themselves. We aren’t
always able to express our feelings in public, and therefore
there are times that we should not flaunt our religious
beliefs. But on the inside, in our view of ourselves, we
should always be proud of our personal commitment to
Hashem and his Torah. Our children will then absorb our
attitude, without us even having to say anything.

This may seem like something that we need to build with
our own efforts. However, this Rashi is telling us that we
can merit this through a blessing from Hashem. I would
imagine that both aspects are true. There is a part of this
that we can achieve ourselves, and there is a part of this
that we need to receive from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

We who live here in Eretz Yisrael amongst our own people
have the ability to express our religious beliefs, even in
front of those who are not yet committed. I am not saying
what someone should do on the outside, but on the inside,
we should always be proud of our commitment to
Hashem and his Torah.

RAv AvoHoMm BARUCH

/ ACHARIASH

This week starting around 18:24.
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» GMACH SMACHOT

' IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
12}} GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
=4 NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584

COMMUNITY CARE

Do you know someone in our Kehilla
who is unwell?
Please let us know so that we can ar-

vange komw/ hospital visits and meals.
Contack: Alan Rubenstein 054-398-8570

You can also inform the Ahavas Shalom Vaad.

Stay In Touch!

Visit Ahavasshalom.org/list to subscribe

to our email list and get notifications di-
rectly to your inbox! ‘

You can also sign up for the shul’s instant
communication group on the same page!

Questions that appear in this newsletter come from RBSsemicha.com.

The Tuesday Halacha shiur is learning Hilchos Sefiras Ha-
Omer—see how well you do with these questions

Q&A: O Tannenbaum

Both the M.B. and the A.H. write that on
Shavuos, Jews used to cut down a tree and

bring it into their homes or synagogues.
1) What was the original reason for this custom? %
2) Why was this custom abandoned by the &
Jews?

1) Hashem judges fruit trees on Shavuos,

so Jews would place trees in their homes and syn-

agogues as a reminder of this. Additionally, this
was a reminder that Mount Sinai was covered with green-
ery at the time of the giving of the Torah. 2)This custom
was nullified because the gentiles took upon themselves a
custom of cutting a tree and standing it in their own homes
on their own holiday. The Jews, therefore, stopped their
own custom — even though its inception preceded that of
the gentiles — in order to maintain a dissimilarity from the

gentiles.
OC 494; M.B. 10, A.H. 6

DO YOU DAVEN DURING THE WEEK AT
AHAVAS SHALOM OR AT OUR

EARLY SHABBOS

MINYAN?

ENHANCE YOUR
COMMITMENT BY SUPPORTING
OUR SHUL AND BEIS MEDRASH.
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NEW! Shabbos Mincha at 19:00!

The 19:00 Mincha has returned on Shabbos
afternoon, starting this Shabbos and continu-
ing until and including Parshas Pinchas (July
27). Note This minyon will begin after the Beis

1 0D 1P 1N NIN P
Medrash has cleared out from the Rav’s Pirkei ' 054—-843—-8919 :I'ng-j "9

Awvos Shiur, so it might start a minute or two after 19:00.
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