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Resolve or Dissolve

“...but as for the tree of knowledge of
good and bad, you must not eat of it; for
as soon as you eat of it, you shall surely
die.” (Bereishis 2:17)

The source verse above was said by
Hashem to Adam Harishon. To me,
this that the
punishment would be immediate —
if Adam would take a bite he would
drop dead right then and there.

seems to indicate

The question is obvious: While HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave
Adam Harishon a list of curses on that day, he lived for
nearly a thousand years after this incident!

The Vilna Gaon answers this question by explaining that

there are two kinds of punishments. There are
punishments which are consequences of the act itself, and
punishments unrelated to the action that was perpetrated,

but are for disobeying.

Examples of punishments which are consequences are: If a
mother tells her child “Avramele, don’t stick your finger in
the electrical socket, because you will get a severe shock!”
If Avramele doesn’t listen, the “punishment” of being
shocked is a direct and immediate outcome of his action.
Or, if a mother tells her child, “Avramele, put on your coat
before you go outside, otherwise you’ll catch a cold!”
While not as direct, if Avramele doesn’t listen and catches a

cold shortly thereafter, it is also a direct result of his action.

An example of punishment which is not a direct
consequence, her child
“Avramale, if you listen to Mummy and clean your room
like the good little boy that you are, then I will allow you to
go on your class trip tomorrow. However, if you ignore

would be: If a mother tells

your Mummy and leave your room a mess, I will not
permit you to go.” This punishment, though inspired by
the failure to clean his room, is a result of not following the
mother’s instructions.

When Adam Harishon ate from the etz hadas, he disobeyed a
commandment from Hashem, and he also caused his body
to have to die. The pasuk saying “mos yamus,” does not
necessarily mean “You will die as a punishment.” Rather, it
means that you have introduced “death” to your body, and
your body will eventually die because of your action.

Many of us have made certain resolutions to travel on a
particular path during the year 5785. It is now, at the
beginning of our journey, that we need to be most vigilant

(Continued on page 2)

Lifecycles

Mazel Tov to Baruch and Tammy
Labinsky on the birth of a
Grandson to their children Rafael
and Rena Labinsky this past
Shabbos.

- XD -
Mazel Tov to Shmuel and Marge
Binder on the birth of their
grandson in Baltimore!

Pele Yoetz Shiur

Starting this Shabbos
afternoon, Rav Zachariash
will resume his shiur for
men on Pele Yoetz. The
shiur will meet each week
in the hall, starting 15
MINUTES before the last
mincha. This week, the
shiur will begin at 17:00 on

the topic marvn.
Shabbos Schedule Parshas Bereishis
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Erev Shabbos 3w 39
Mincha 1 13:30 'R 130
Candle Lighting 17:19/17:39 A3 npn
Mincha 2 17:41 g niahlal
Sunset 17:59 ypw

Shabbos Day 13T or
Brachos 08:15 jaiim gt
Shochein Ad 08:45 T oW
Latest Shema — M. A. 08:52 87307 wp 8T 910
Latest Shema - G'ra 09:37 R7937 WP 10T 910
Mincha 1 13:30 'R ATI0
Pele Yoetz Shiur 17:00 Tyr K79
Mincha 2 17:15 '3 7N
Sunset 17:58 mypw
Ma’ariv 1 18:35 s Putaivial
Ma’ariv 2 18:58 '3 2P0

Sponsor an issue of the Ahavas Shalom Newsletter in memory of a loved one, or for a refuah shelaymah—or any non-commercial
purpose! Just 50m per issue. Contact lev@ahavasshalom.org for more information.




ThankYou!

Many people helped to prepare our shul for Sukkos,

and if you were one of them, we offer thanks for your

work. We would especially like to mention the
following people:

¢ Reb Hananiah, Mrs. Merav Lasker and the rest of
their team for setting up the Simchas Torah
Kiddush so beautifully.

e Simchas Torah Kiddush sponsors: Mr. & Mrs.
Stephen Seltzer: Kids” Ice cream; Goldwater
Family: Kids’ Pekelech; Fern Family: Potato Kugel;
Binder Family: Cholent; Hill Family: Fish; Dissen
Family: Yerushalmi Kugel.

e Shlomo Hollander and family for managing the
pekelach and ice cream for the kids.

e Shiru L’'Melech (Akiva Katz, Akiva Schwartz, Uri
Katz, and Yehuda Baruch Rubenstein) for
providing the music at our Simchas Beis Hashoeva
as well as Shimon and Shira Young for setting up
the lighting and providing the vibe.

e Gabbaim, including Gabbai Rishon Naftali Kaplan
and Gabbai Sheini (and auctioneer par excellence)
Jonny Links who worked hard assigning and
tracking all the aliyos starting with Rosh
Hashanah.

e R' Eliyahu Jacobs for helping to set-up the shul
seating throughout the chagim.

e R'Lev Seltzer for providing us with our davening
time schedules and bumper chagim newsletters.

The Rav and the entire Kehilla offer their thanks to
our chairman, Reb Binyomin Rubenstein, for his
hard work during the chagim.

(Continued from page 1)

in preventing even one small infraction, as that could set
the stage for our entire resolution to collapse, which
would necessitate finding a new path towards teshuva —if
not immediately, then certainly by the end of the year.

I once heard someone
ask, “If you have a box
filled with 100
identical chocolate
cream cookies, which
the most
fattening?” He /
answered in jest, “The
first one you eat, as
once you break your
diet, the rest of the
cookies will soon be
gone!”

cookie is

Shabbos Bereishis is the first week in 5785 when we return
to our “non-Yom Tov” routine. May we be strong in our
resolve so that we complete this year as we committed to
during the recently completed Yomim Nora'im.

Fulfill Your Pledges!

Did you make a pledge for an Aliyah or other “Kibud”
during the holidays? If so, you can fulfill your obligations
quickly and easily using any of the following methods:

e Nedarim Plus terminal next to the front door

¢ Nedarim Plus online ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
PayPal.me/ahavasshalom

¢ Ahavasshalom.com/donate (US Dollars)

Please help our secretary track your payment by
either including a note which indicates the purpose
of your donation, or sending an email directly to
the secretary office@ahavasshalom.org. Thank you!

Mi Shebeirach for Cholim
Reminder: If you would like the Gabbai m S é %‘-

to read the name of a choleh on Shabbos

during the Mi SheBeirach, you must

submit it via Email to Mrs. Zakoo by =
Thursday!

Send your list of Hebrew Names using Hebrew Letters to
Mrs. Zakoo at officec@ahavasshalom.org. The list is erased
each Rosh Chodesh, so you'll need to resubmit the names

after a month if they are still relevant.

Thank you for following this procedure which enables us to have
the Shabbos service run more smoothly!

Don’t Be Left Out!

When you have a simcha (or R”L a sad event), it

is so easy to have it included in the next news- \-‘“/‘!(]%CL
letter! Just send an email to ) y

lev@ahavasshalom.org! Deadline is 11:00 Thurs.

Reminder: Sending an instant message, an email, or speak-
ing to anyone else will probably result in your announce-

ment not making it to the newsletter!

Shiurim
with the Rav

The Rav will be giving 2 shiurim

this coming week:
SUNDAY 21:15: Mishnayos - Mikvaos
TUESDAY 20:15: HILcCHOS CHOL HAMOED

All shiurim are given in shul and via ZOOM at this link:
cutt.ly/AhavasShalomZoom
Past shiurim are archived at ahavasshalom.org/yt-videos

) GMACH SMACHOT

' IF YOU SUFFER A LOSS CONTACT THE
]QMI/; GMACH TO BORROW ITEMS
NECESSARY FOR A SHIVA HOME,

ahavasshalom.org/smachot
Or call 054-566-5083 or 050-203-0584




Did you know that the questions that
appear in this newsletter come from the
RBSsemicha.com website, and that the third
book in the Mishnah Berurah series is now
available? This book covers the laws of Shab-
bos, and can be purchased from Amazon. See
rbssemicha.com/books for more information.

Q&A: The First Aliyah

The winner of the 30th annual auction for the first
aliyah of the year at The Boca Shul was Solly
Wertheimer, who won with an astronomical (for
Boca) bid of $50,000! On Parshas Bereishis, may Solly be
called up for the first aliyah, even though he is a Yisrael, or
must he give it to a Kohen, since the first aliyah is always
meant for a Kohen?
Solly is permitted to be called up for this aliyah
A even though he is a Yisrael. This is because when
the shul's minhag of auctioning off this aliyah was
established 30 years ago, the Kohanim were mochel their
kavod and permitted anyone — including a Yisrael — to get
this coveted first aliyah of parshas Bereishis. It is preferred
that the Kohanim leave the shul when the brocho is made,

but even if the Kohanim do not leave, Solly may still take
the aliyah and make the brocho. OC 135; M.B. 18

Sukkos 5785

Yeshivas Bein HaZmanim

We have one more week of the Sukkos Yeshivas Bein
HaZmanim, There are
only 16 days of
learning, and some of
these days are still /

available for | , A s 4 '
ol " |
sponsorship. Grab the v ‘ ’;‘ :

mitzvah for just 300m.

Donate Now!

NedarimPlus terminal
ahavasshalom.org/nedarim
PayPal.me/ahavasshalom
For more information contact
w4 Avishai Hill 052-766-5468 or
_. Avishai@ahavasshalom.org

Share a Simcha? CommEMORATE A YAHRZETD)|

Consider sponsoring

Netziv Hayom

at Ahavas Shalom, and all the
learning in our Beis Medrash for
one day will be in the merit of
your choosing.

Sponsorship is just 120rw.

To sponsor a day please contact netziv@ahavasshalom.org.




Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
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The Molad will be on Friday, 5

minutes and 14 chalakim after 4 in the afternoon. (sraeli
Clock Time 15:28).
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Avos Ubanim
16:15-17:15 Shabbos Afternoon
Boys Ages 3-7 learn 30 minutes; 7+ 1 hour.

Some of the

winners from

the post-Yom
Kippur Learning
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Fall Back

Israel returns to Standard Time Motza'ei
Shabbos at 02:00. The change in time results
in the following changes to the davening
schedule:

Mincha Gedolah Erev Shabbos: 12:30
Shabbos Shacharis 08:00 (Yishtabach at 08:30)

Shabbos Mincha Gedolah: 13:00

Last Shabbos Mincha is approximately 45 minutes
before sunset.
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HaRav Avrohom Baruch Zachariash, Sh’lita, Rav
Su-Fr 08:30-09:15 and Su-Th 19:15-20

Cellphone: 052-763-5938

Binyomin Rubenstein, Chairman
binyomin@ahavasshalom.org 054-237-0028

Administrative Secretary: Miriam Zakoo
Su & Tu 11:00-13:00 and Th 10:00-12:00

1 058-3263914 Ddoffice@ahavasshalom.org
Shul Address: 33 Nachal Lachish

Ramat Beit Shemesh, Israel

Main Ahavas Shalom lists:

Email List: ahavasshalom.org/list
WhatsApp ahavasshalom.org/WhatsApp
Email Rav: ahavasshalom.org/email-rav

Newsletter Design: Lev Seltzer lev@ahavasshalom.org
Newsletter Contact: Send your lifecycle events, news,
comments, etc. to lev@ahavasshalom.org. Remember: If we
don’t know about your event, we can’t publish it!

Please do not read during Tefillah or Kriyas Hatorah
Please respect the sanctity of this bulletin
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